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Australia Wheat: Optimal Conditions Result in Production and Yield Increases 
 
USDA forecasts Australia wheat production for marketing year (MY) 2026/27 at 31.0 million 
metric tons, up 11 percent from last month, but down 14 percent from last year and 10 percent 
below the 5-year average. Harvested area is forecast at 11.0 million hectares, unchanged from last 
month, down 11 percent from last year, and 14 percent below the 5-year average. Yield is forecast 
at 2.82 metric tons per hectare, up 11 percent from last month, but down 3 percent from last year 
and 4 percent above the 5-year average. 
 
The increase in production is primarily driven by optimal weather conditions throughout the 
growing season and new information released in the latest official crop report by the Australian 
Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences (ABARES) on September 1, 2026. 
The report stated that better-than-expected conditions are prevalent in most of the southern 
cropping regions, resulting in upward revisions for all winter crops, including wheat, from the June 
forecast. Wheat is grown in the Australian winter season, with planting commencing in April and 
harvest starting in October.  
 

 
 
During the planting season, conditions were favorable with early rainfall leading to good soil 
moisture, facilitating rapid crop emergence. Rainfall continued in July and August, furthering the 
favorable conditions across most wheat growing regions. Drier conditions, however, persisted in 
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