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Russia Wheat: Spring Rains Boost Winter Wheat Prospects yet Hamper Spring Sowing

USDA forecasts Russia wheat production for marketing year 2026/27 at 88.0 million metric tons
(mmt), up 2 percent from last month but down 3 percent from last year. The forecast includes 64.0
mmt of winter wheat and 24.0 mmt of spring wheat. USDA crop production forecasts for Russia
exclude estimated output from Crimea. Total wheat yield is forecast at 3.41 tons per hectare, up 4
percent from last month, but slightly less than 1 percent from last year. Total harvested area is
forecast at 25.8 million hectares (mha), down 2 percent from last month and last year.

European Russia
NDVI Departure from Average (May 17 - 24, 2026)
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Sources: S-NPP VIIRS; GFSAD 30 m crop cover (2015)

Winter wheat is primarily grown across the European part of Russia and, on average, it accounts
for about 70 percent of total production. Precipitation has been predominantly above average since
the crop emerged from dormancy. Moderate to heavy May rainfall provided consistent and
sufficient moisture for the developing crop. As a result, crop vigor is well above average as
captured by the satellite-derived Normalized Difference Vegetation Index. Currently, winter wheat
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