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South Africa Corn: Near Record Harvest Expected from Beneficial La Niña Rains 
 
USDA forecasts South Africa marketing year (MY) 2025/26 corn production at 17.3 million metric 
tons (mmt), up 5 percent from last month, slightly above last year, and 7 percent above the 5-year 
average. The corn production forecast includes output from both developing and commercial 
sectors, with the commercial sector accounting for approximately 96 percent of total corn 
production. Harvested area is estimated at 3.1 million hectares (mha), up 3 percent from last month, 
4 percent from last year, and 2 percent above the 5-year average. Yield is forecast at 5.63 metric 
tons per hectare (mt/ha), up 2 percent from last month, down 4 percent from last year, and 4 percent 
above the five-year average. The forecast yield of 5.63 mt/ha is the fourth largest yield on record 
and most regions received above-average rains during the growing season due to La Niña. 

 

 
 
Corn planting in South Africa starts in early October and extends to mid-January, depending on 
the arrival of seasonal planting rains, while November and December are the optimal planting 
months. Seasonal rains during the planting season were well above average for excellent crop 
establishment, and soil moisture levels remained above average during the critical grain filling 
stages from February through March 2026.  
 
Cropland satellite-derived Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) measurements were 
above average from planting (November) through grain-filling (March) growth stages. 
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