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On December 25, 2017, the Israeli parliament’s Labor, Welfare and Health Committee approved new 

regulations requiring front of pack labeling for most prepackaged food products. These regulations will 

impact certain U.S. exporters of retail food products. The regulations are currently set to enter into force 

on January 1, 2020. Exporters of retail food products from the U.S. are strongly advised to review the 

attached regulation and work closely with Israeli importers to meet the requirements.  
 

IS18002 

1/29/2018 

Jessica Sullum Shay, Marketing Specialist, and Bret Tate, Regional Agricultural Attaché  

Ali Abdi, Agricultural Minister Counselor 

FAIRS Subject Report 

Policy and Program Announcements 

New Nutritional Labeling Regulation - Israel 

Tel Aviv 

Israel 

Public Voluntary 



On December 25, 2017, the Israeli parliament’s Labor, Welfare and Health Committee approved new 

regulations requiring front of pack labeling for most prepackaged food products. The regulations - 

Protection of Public Health Regulations (Food) (Nutritional Labelling), 5778-2017 - will present 

additional barriers to entry to U.S. firms currently exporting to Israel. The regulation is currently set to 

enter into force on January 1, 2020.   

 

Background 

The newly approved nutritional labeling regulations are part of the Israeli Government’s efforts to 

improve nutrition education as a means of addressing obesity and diet-related non-communicable 

diseases. The underlying premise behind the new regulations is that the health of the Israeli public is at 

risk due to inadequate understanding of the dangers of overconsuming certain food products. The Israeli 

government concluded that without substantial mandatory measures to improve the public's 

understanding of those hazards, there would be a negative impact on human health and increased social 

costs. Those costs would be most apparent amongst the lower socioeconomic sectors of society. 

 

The new Israeli standards are an adaptation of the current Chilean nutritional labeling regulations, and 

are among the strictest labeling regulations globally. Under the new labeling regime, products deemed to 

be high in sodium, sugar, and saturated fats will be marked with a red symbol on the front of the 

packaging. With few exceptions the labeling will apply to all prepackaged retail foods. Importers may 

apply stickers to foreign-made products in order to comply with the regulation.  

 

Regulation Overview 

The new nutritional labeling regulation requires that red labels be affixed or printed on the front of retail 

packaging of specific products larger than 25 square centimeters. Impacted products are those that 

contain levels of sodium, sugar, and saturated fats in excess of the prescribed limits. Limits are 

described in detail in Paragraph 5 of the attached regulation. The front of pack labels are in addition to 

nutritional labeling expressing sugar content and caloric values.  

 

The new labeling requirements will enter into force in two phases. The first phase is a transition period 

lasting 12 months from January 1, 2020. During the first phase, any products containing greater than 500 

milligrams of sodium, 13.5 grams of sugar or 5.0 grams of saturated fats per 100 grams of product 

would be labeled. During the second phases, those thresholds will decrease to 400 milligrams of sodium, 

10 grams of sugar, and 4.0 grams of saturated fats per 100 grams of product.  

 

Certain food products are not impacted by this regulation. Any product not considered to be 

prepackaged is excluded. These products may include fruits, vegetables, meats, fresh eggs, and prepared 

foods purchased at foodservice establishments. Additionally, the regulation enumerates a list of 

exempted products, including tea, coffee, yeast, food extracts, etc. Specific other products may be 

excluded from certain aspects of the regulation. For example, dietary supplements, infant formula, and 

intoxicating beverages are not required to include a label denoting sugar content. Further details on 

exceptions can be found in the full regulation below.  

http://www.justice.gov.il/SitePages/OpenDocument.aspx?d=btfoGU%2fzRz98U4QZbe1n0hVNiJekx59GWBOmsFQoGJ8%3d


 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


