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Report Highlights: 

The Ministry of Finance office of the Central Board of Excise and Customs announced a 30 percent 

tariff on the importation of chickpeas (Chana/Garbanzos/Vigna spp. and Phaseolus spp.) and lentils on 

its website on December 21, 2017. The Ministry announcement cites the measure as in the public’s 

interest and follows a series of recent import tariff increases.  The applied tariff rate is now at par with 

India’s bound rate.  India’s global chickpea and lentil imports are over U.S. $1.6 billion in 2017. 
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General Information:  

Policy and Regulatory Information  

On December 21, 2017, the Government of India (GOI), Ministry of Finance issued notification No. 93 

/ 2017 – Customs effectively instituting a 30 percent tariff on chickpeas (Chana) and lentils (Masoor).  

This rate is India’s committed World Trade Organization (WTO) bound duty rate for chickpeas and 

lentils.  This notification follows a long series of announcements that increase tariff rates on food staples 

that are a frequently used as vegetarian-based proteins as well as various edible oils consumed by rural 

and urban Indian residents.  India had relaxed the applied tariff rates on many of these agricultural 

commodities when its domestic crop supply was stressed in 2016. 

  

Previously, on June 30, 2017, the GOI issued notification No. 50 / 2017 – Customs affording an applied 

rate of zero percent on agricultural products in harmonized tariff system (HTS) code 0713 “Pulses 

except Pigeon Pea (Tur)”.  At that time, the GOI applied a ten percent import tariff on lentils (HTS 

0713.40.00) and Pigeon Pea/Tur (HTS 0713.60.00).  Later, on August 5, 2017, and August 21, 2017, the 

GOI imposed import quota limits on Pigeon Pea as well as Mung (Moong) beans.  On November 8, 

2017, the GOI published notification No. 84 / 2017 – Customs raising the import tariff on dried peas 

from zero to fifty percent. 

  

Chapter Seven of the Indian Fiscal Year 2016/2017 Tariff Notification is below.  For a collection of 

other recent tariff rate notifications and related items affecting food and agricultural products, please 

refer to Appendix I. 

  

Trade Information 

India’s global imports of chickpeas (HTS 071360) and lentils (HTS 071340) totaled nearly U.S. $1.6 

billion from January to November 2017 according to Indian Customs data and had been climbing 

steadily for the past several years.  Imports of chickpeas and lentils from the United States were nearly 

$52 million during the same period, but were down from previous years.   

  

From January to November 2017, India’s largest chickpea providers by value were: Australia (U.S. 

$867 million), Myanmar (U.S. $28 million), Tanzania (U.S. $14 million), and Sudan (U.S. $12 

million).  From January to November 2017, India’s largest lentil suppliers by value were: Canada (U.S. 

$427 million), Australia ($155 million), and the United States (U.S. $41 million). 

 

http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-act/notifications/notfns-2017/cs-tarr2017/cs93-2017.pdf
http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-act/notifications/notfns-2017/cs-tarr2017/cs93-2017.pdf
http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-act/notifications/notfns-2017/cs-tarr2017/cs50-2017.pdf
http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-act/notifications/notfns-2017/cs-tarr2017/cs84-2017.pdf
http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cst1617-020217/chap-7.pdf


 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Appendix I. India: Select Customs and Directorate General of Foreign Trade Notifications 

Affecting Agricultural Products 
Examples of Indian Interventions in Agricultural Supply and Demand 

Date Agency Action 

12/21/2017 Customs Increase Chickpea and Lentil Tariffs to 30%  

12/6/2017 DGFT Establish Minimum Import Price of Rs. 500 on CIF Basis Per Kilogram  

11/23/2017 DGFT Minimum Export Price on Onions Reinstated at $850 per metric ton  

11/22/2017 DGFT Export Prohibition on All Pulses Lifted  

11/17/2017 Customs Increase Soybean Tariffs from 30% to 45%  

11/17/2017 Customs 

Increase Customs Duty on Various (e.g., palm, soy, sunflower, canola) Edible Oils of HTS 

Code 1201 

11/8/2017 Customs 

Increase Customs Duty on Dried Peas from Nil to 50% and Wheat from 10% to 20% with 

Immediate Effect  

9/15/2017 DGFT Prohibition on Export of Pigeon Peas, Tur, Moong, and Urad Lifted until further notice  

9/15/2017 Customs Tariff Reference Value Increased for Various Edible Oils in HTS Code 1511  

9/7/2017 Customs Reduce Customs Duty on Sugar under a Tariff Rate Quota allocation  

8/21/2017 DGFT Restrictive Quota Limit issued for import of Moong bean in HTS Code 071331  

8/11/2017 Customs Increase Customs Duty on Various Edible Oils e.g., soybean oil from 12.5% to 17.5%  

8/5/2017 DGFT Restrictive Quota Limit issued for Import of Pigeon Peas/Tur Dal in HTS Code 071360  

7/10/2017 Customs Increase Customs Duty on Certain Raw Sugars with immediate effect from 40% to 50%  

6/30/2017 Customs Expansive List of Revised Tariff Rates on Agricultural and Non-Agricultural Products  

4/19/2017 DGFT 

Export Ceiling Eliminated or Raised for Organic Wheat, Edible Oil, non-Basmati rice, Sugar, 

Pulses and Lentils  

4/13/2017 Customs Duty Free Tariff Rate Quota Extension Issued for Raw Sugar until June 30, 2017 

4/5/2017 Customs 

Duty Free Tariff Rate Quota Extension Issued for Raw Sugar from March 17, 2012 to June 

12, 2017 

3/31/2017 DGFT 

Extension for Onions to Receive 5% Merchandise Exports from India Incentive Scheme 

Benefits from 8/6/2016 to 6/30/2017  

3/28/2017 Customs Increase Customs Duty on Wheat and Tur Dal each from Nil to 10%  

  

  

  

  

  

                     

  

 

http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-act/notifications/notfns-2017/cs-tarr2017/cs93-2017.pdf
http://dgft.gov.in/Exim/2000/NOT/NOT17/2B%20II.pdf
http://dgft.gov.in/Exim/2000/NOT/NOT17/Noti%2039%20dated%2023.11.2017%20eng.pdf
http://dgft.gov.in/Exim/2000/NOT/NOT17/Notification%2038%20eng.pdf
http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-act/notifications/notfns-2017/cs-tarr2017/cs88-2017.pdf
http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-act/notifications/notfns-2017/cs-tarr2017/cs87-2017.pdf
http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-act/notifications/notfns-2017/cs-tarr2017/cs87-2017.pdf
http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-act/notifications/notfns-2017/cs-tarr2017/cs84-2017.pdf
http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-act/notifications/notfns-2017/cs-tarr2017/cs84-2017.pdf
http://dgft.gov.in/Exim/2000/NOT/NOT17/Notification%20No.%2028%20dated%2015.09.2017%20Eng.pdf
http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-act/notifications/notfns-2017/cs-nt2017/csnt87-2017.pdf
http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-act/notifications/notfns-2017/cs-tarr2017/cs74-2017.pdf
http://dgft.gov.in/Exim/2000/NOT/NOT17/Notification%20No.22(e).pdf
http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-act/notifications/notfns-2017/cs-tarr2017/cs71-2017.pdf
http://dgft.gov.in/Exim/2000/NOT/NOT17/Notification%20No.%2019%20(Eng).pdf
http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-act/notifications/notfns-2017/cs-tarr2017/cs66e-2017.pdf
http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-act/notifications/notfns-2017/cs-tarr2017/cs50-2017.pdf
http://dgft.gov.in/Exim/2000/NOT/NOT17/Noti32017.pdf
http://dgft.gov.in/Exim/2000/NOT/NOT17/Noti32017.pdf
http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-act/notifications/notfns-2017/cs-tarr2017/cs13-2017.pdf
http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-act/notifications/notfns-2017/cs-tarr2017/cs12-2017.pdf
http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-act/notifications/notfns-2017/cs-tarr2017/cs12-2017.pdf
http://dgft.gov.in/Exim/2000/PN/PN16/PN6417.pdf
http://dgft.gov.in/Exim/2000/PN/PN16/PN6417.pdf
http://www.cbec.gov.in/htdocs-cbec/customs/cs-act/notifications/notfns-2017/cs-tarr2017/cs10-2017.pdf

