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Section I: List of All Export Certificates Required By Government 
 

Product (s) 
Title of  

Certificate 

Attestation 

Required  

on the Certificate 

Purpose 
Requesting 

Ministry 

Equine Veterinary Sanitary Certificate for 

Export of Equidae from the 
United State to the Kingdome of 

Morocco. 

See Appendix I Veterinary certificate 

 

National Office for 

Food Safety 
(ONSSA) 

Equine Semen Health Certificate Required for 
the Importation of Equine Sperm 

Into Morocco from the United 

States of America 

See Appendix I 
 

Veterinary certificate 
 

ONSSA 

Breeding Cattle TBD TBD Veterinary certificate 

 

ONSSA 

Fattening Cattle TBD TBD Veterinary certificate 

 

ONSSA 

Bovine Semen Sanitary Certificate to Export 

U.S. Origin Bovine Semen to 

Morocco   

See Appendix I 

 

Veterinary certificate 

 

ONSSA 

Bovine Embryos TBD TBD Veterinary certificate 
 

ONSSA 

Ovine and Caprine 

Semen 

TBD TBD Veterinary certificate 

 

ONSSA 

Ovine and Caprine 

Embryos 

TBD TBD Veterinary certificate 

 

ONSSA 

Turkey Hatching 

Eggs 

Sanitary Certificate for Export of 
Turkey Hatching Eggs to the 

Kingdom of Morocco 

See Appendix I Veterinary certificate 
 

ONSSA 

Day Old Turkeys  Sanitary Certificate for Export of 

Day Old Chicks to the Kingdom 
of Morocco 

See Appendix I Veterinary certificate ONSSA 

Day Old Chicks Sanitary Certificate for Export of 

Day Old Turkey to the Kingdom 
of Morocco 

See Appendix I Veterinary certificate 

 

ONSSA 

Dogs and Cats Health Certificate to Import Dogs 

and Cats from the United States 
into Morocco 

See Appendix I Veterinary certificate 

 

ONSSA 

Hides and Skins TBD TBD Veterinary certificate ONSSA 

Compound Feed, 

Premix and feed 

additives 

TBD TBD Veterinary-Sanitary 

certificate 
ONSSA 

Pet Food Model Sanitary Certificate for 

Export of pet food from the 
United States of America to the 

Kingdom of Morocco. 

See Appendix I Veterinary-Sanitary 

certificate 
ONSSA 

Honey and Bee 

Products 

TBD TBD Veterinary-Sanitary 
certificate 

ONSSA 

Dairy Products VS Form 16-4 No additional declarations Veterinary certificate ONSSA 

Sanitary Certificate for Milk and 

Milk Products for Human 

Consumption to Morocco 

See Appendix I Sanitary certificate 

Beef  FSIS Letterhead Certificate for 
Bovine Meat and Bovine-Meat-

Based Products to be Exported to 

the Kingdom of Morocco from 
the United States of America  

See Appendix I Veterinary-Sanitary 
certificate 

ONSSA 

Halal Certificate  Animals were slaughtered 

according to Islamic Halal 
religious requirement 

Halal certificate 
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Poultry Meat FSIS Letterhead Certificate for 

Poultry Meat and Poultry-Meat-
Based Products to be Exported to 

the Kingdom of Morocco from 

the United States of America. 

See Appendix I  Veterinary-Sanitary 

certificate 
 

 

ONSSA 

Halal Certificate  Animals were slaughtered 
according to Islamic Halal 

religious requirement 

Halal certificate 

Sheep and Goat 

Meat 

TBD TBD Veterinary-Sanitary 
certificate 

ONSSA 

Eggs & Egg 

Products 

TBD TBD Veterinary-Sanitary 
certificate 

ONSSA 

Fishery and 

Aquaculture 

Health Certificate for Import   

To the Kingdom of Morocco from 

the United States of America of 
Fishery and Aqua cultural 

Products Intended for Human 

Consumption 

See Appendix I Veterinary-Sanitary 

certificate 
ONSSA 

Plant and plant 

products and food 

products 

other than ones 

submitted under 

veterinary 

certification 

Certificate of Free Sale Check with importer Sanitary certificate 
 

ONSSA 

Plants and Plant 

Parts 

Phytosanitary Certificate See APHIS/PCIT Phytosanitary 

certificate 

ONSSA 

Food for Special 

use (Health food, 

diet food, food 

supplements, etc.) 

Registration Certificate delivered 

by the Moroccan Ministry of 

Health 

Evidence that the product 

has been approved and 

registered formally by the 
Moroccan Ministry of 

Health. 

Detailed analysis is 

likely to prevent 

requirement by 
inspectors of local 

laboratory testing. 

ONSSA 

and Customs 

 
Section II: Purpose of Specific Export Certificate(s):  See Section I. 

 

Section III: Specific Attestations Required on Export Certificate(s):  
See Section I and Appendix I 

Section IV: Government Certificate’s Legal Entry Requirements 
 

ONSSA will accept only certificates issued by government officials.  Certificates issued by federal 

agencies as well as by state government agencies are normally accepted and even if not explicitly 

required could help greatly the acceptance of the products. In most cases, certification issued by the 

exporting companies or by entities that are not accredited and duly authorized by the U.S. government 

(such as private labs) are not sufficient evidence to clear sanitary inspection. 

 

Issuance Date/Duration of the certificates: Moroccan regulation explicitly requires that phytosanitary 

certificates (for fresh fruits and vegetable and live plant materials) be issued at most 14 days before 

loading.  For certain animal products, the certificate must be issued at most 10 days before loading. For 

some commodities (such as live cattle, bovine semen) the duration of the certificate is determined by the 

date of the required tests on the animals/products, and thus the certificate would be valid only for certain 

periods.  For dairy products, although it is preferable that the date on the AMS certificate be prior to the 

date of shipment of the product, ONSSA in exceptional cases would accept certificate that are issued 
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after the loading dates. In addition, certificates that are too old (several months) likely will not be 

accepted by the port inspectors or, at best, will delay the customs clearance significantly. 

 

Originals of the certificates are needed but electronic and fax copies might be accepted to swiftly clear 

customs yet the importer remains responsible for providing the original of the certificate. 

 

Each shipment must have a separate certificate.  

 

For goods transiting through Europe, a sanitary certificate issued by U.S. authorities is required. If, 

originally the good was not specifically meant to be exported to Morocco, the sanitary certificate issued 

by USDA to the European Authorities be accepted but an additional certificate certifying that the 

commodity has been properly handled and stored while in Europe might be necessary. 

 

Moroccan customs began requiring a Certificate of Non-Manipulation (CNM) to accompany U.S. goods 

transiting a third party. According to customs, the CNM must be issued by customs officials of the 

transshipment port.  

 

In addition, Morocco is also requiring a non-GMO attestation if the term GMO is on the label.  

 

ONSSA requires a radioactivity free attestation for imported food products.  A general certification 

statement from a federal/state agency about the reduced risk of having radioactivity in the imported 

products may be acceptable.  Exporters are required to obtain a hard copy of the signed official radiation 

letter issued through the USDA Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS), which is to accompany all 

shipments of beef and poultry exported to Morocco.  To request this document, the exporter must 

contact FAS/Processed Products and Technical Regulations Division (PPTRD) via email at: 

pptrd@fas.usda.gov. 

 

At the points of entry, the sanitary and phytosanitary control and the conformity with the local 

regulations for food and agricultural products is carried out primarily by inspectors from the National 

Office for Food Safety, Office National de Sécurité Sanitaire des produits Alimentaires (ONSSA) under 

the Ministry of Agriculture.  In major ports (Casablanca, Agadir, Tangier and Nador), the importer deals 

with one regional office, Direction de Contrôle de la Qualité (DCQ) which is under the supervision of 

ONSSA.  The dispatch of the importation documents is done internally depending of the type of product 

(animal or plant and raw or processed) 

  

Typically, the clearing process by DCQ inspectors consists of up to three major steps based on the 

familiarity with the commodity, importer’s experience, and origin: 

 The inspector clears the commodity by merely checking the documents provided.  

 The inspector may require physical inspection of the imported commodity before clearance. 

 The inspector may require that samples of the imported goods be drawn and sent to local 

Government of Morocco (GOM) approved laboratory for analysis.  

 

DCQ inspectors issue a certificate that authorizes the importer to clear customs. Customs officers will 

not authorize the goods into the country without a certificate issued at the point of entry by the DCQ 

inspectors.  Normally, it takes less than a week to clear products through customs.  If a sample of food is 

mailto:pptrd@fas.usda.gov
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taken for laboratory analysis, the customs clearance may be delayed several days until they check the 

lab analysis result. 

  

 In addition, the documents that are typically required by customs office are: 

 Bill of Lading: To ensure that imported commodities benefit from the preferential treatment 

under U.S.-Morocco Free Trade Agreement, the Moroccan customs require that the bill of lading 

explicitly indicate the United States as origin and Morocco as destination. For trans-shipments, 

U.S. exporters will likely be requested to provide evidence that the commodity was meant to be 

shipped to Morocco when it left the United States. 

 Original Invoice 

 Packing List 

 Certificate of Origin: Under the US-Morocco FTA, the certificate of origin will not be 

requested and the origin will be determined by the importer’s declaration and accompanying 

documents (invoice, bill of lading, etc.) 

 Certificate issued by regional quality control (DCQ) of ONSSA attesting that the commodity 

has been inspected and passed the sanitary control. 

 

For newly imported products, the exporter should provide extensive documentation (description of the 

products, lab analysis result, certification of approval by the government of the exporting country, etc.) 

to help the DCQ inspector make a quick decision and not request laboratory analysis.  Some importers 

send samples of newly imported products to the DCQ office before they ship the products to get a feel 

of what would be required to swiftly clear customs. 

 

Section V: Other Certification/Accreditation Requirements  

- APHIS: Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, www.aphis.usda.gov 

- AMS: Agricultural Marketing Service, www.ams.usda.gov 

- FSIS: Food Safety and Inspection Service, www.fsis.usda.gov 

- NOAA: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, www.fisheries.noaa.gov/ 

- ONSSA: National Office for Food Safety, www.onssa.gov.ma 

Office National de Sécurité Sanitaire  

des Produits Alimentaires (ONSSA) 
Avenue Hadj Ahmed Cherkaoui-Agdal 

10090 Rabat  

Tel.: + 212 5 37 67 65 05 

        + 212 5 37 67 65 06 

Fax: +212 5 37 68 20 49

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/
http://www.ams.usda.gov/
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
http://www.onssa.gov.ma/
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Appendix I.  
Electronic Copy or Outline of Each Export Certificate 

Dairy Products 

 

 

  

http://www.onssa.gov.ma/fr/images/Controle-a-lImportation/Import/produits-animaux_/USA/MODELE-DE-CS-LAIT-USA.pdf
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9 | P a g e  

 

 

 

Beef 

 

https://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/wcm/connect/2583f058-ada0-430d-a120-cb95697a0917/morocco_bovine_final_lhc_261118.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
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Poultry Meat 

 
 

 

https://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/wcm/connect/2026fed6-2e13-4023-a442-3fae2e6b7696/ONSSA-approved-Final-Morocco-poultry-LHC-0706182.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
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Bovine Semen 

 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/mo-bovine-semen-hc.pdf
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Equine Semen 

 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/mo_eq_sem.pdf
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Equine 

 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/mo_eq_sem.pdf
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Turkey Hatching Eggs 

 
 

 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/mo_%20tur_hatch_egg_12_15.pdf
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Day Old Turkeys 

 

 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/mo_tur_day_old_chick12_15.pdf
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Day Old Chicks 
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Dogs 

http://www.onssa.gov.ma/fr/images/Controle-a-lImportation/Import/Autres-especes/Import-chien-et-chats-USA.PDF
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and Cats 
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Pet Food 

 

 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/mo_chicken_DOC_6_17.pdf
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Fishery and Aquaculture 

  

Health Certificate for Import   

To the Kingdom of Morocco from the United States of America  

Of Fishery and Aqua cultural Products Intended for Human Consumption/  

Certificat Sanitaire Relatif à l’Importation Au Royaume du Maroc à Partir des Etats-Unis d’Amérique  

des Produits de la Pèches Destines à la Consommation Humaine  

 

 

 
  

http://www.onssa.gov.ma/fr/images/Controle-a-lImportation/Import/produits-de-la-peche/Certif-Sanit-import-au-Maroc-poisson-12-09-version-ANGLAISE.pdf
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