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Report Highlights: 

The Government of India’s (GOI) Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) published 

new draft regulations relating to standards for fortified food products.  The GOI is currently seeking 

comments from the World Trade Organization (WTO) member countries.  The comment period for 

trading partners will be 60 days following WTO notification on its website (www.wto.org).    
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General Information:  
 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the FSSAI website 

http://www.fssai.gov.in/.   The Office of Agricultural Affairs and/or the U.S. Government make no 

claim of accuracy or authenticity. 

  

On October 4, 2016, FSSAI issued the draft Food Safety and Standards (Fortification of Foods) 

Regulation, 2016.  The new draft Regulation pertains to standards for fortified food products under the 

Food Safety and Standards (Food Product Standards and Food Additives) Regulations, 2011.  The 

fortified food products include salt, vanaspati, wheat flour (atta), vegetable oil, milk, refined wheat flour 

(maida), and rice with essential micronutrients.    FSSAI has invited comments from the WTO member 

countries on the draft Regulation and the timeline for comments will be for 60 days following the date it 

is notified on the WTO’s website (www.wto.org). 

 

Major highlights of the proposed standards for fortified food products are listed below. 

 

 The word ‘fortification’ has been defined in the Regulation as “deliberately increasing the 

content of essential micronutrients in a food so as to improve the nutritional quality of food and 

to provide public health benefit with minimal risk to health. 

 

 Essential nutrients may be appropriately added to foods to: 

(a) Prevent or reduce of risk of, or correcting a demonstrated deficiency of one or more essential 

nutrients in the population or specific population groups; 

(b) Reduce the risk of, or correcting inadequate nutritional status of one or more essential 

nutrients in the population or specific population group; 

(c) Meet requirements or recommended intake of one or more essential nutrients; 

(d) Maintain or improve health; 

(e) Maintain or improve the nutritional quality of foods. 

 

 When fortification of food is made mandatory, it will be based on severity and extent of public 

health needs demonstrated with scientific evidence. 

 

 Based on GOI directives, FSSAI can specify mandatory fortification of any staple food. 

 

 Any manufacturer who fortifies any food will have to ensure that the level of micronutrient in 

such a fortified food does not fall below the minimum level specified in the schedule. 

 

 Every manufacturer shall ensure that the level of micronutrient in such a fortified food does not 

exceed the highest amount of micronutrient that can safely be added to such a food, having 

regard to recognized international standards. 

 

 Every manufacturer and packer of fortified food shall make an undertaking on quality assurance 

and submit evidence of steps taken in this regard to FSSAI or such other authority that FSSAI 

may designate.  The list of undertaking on quality assurance is provided in the draft regulation 

and interested readers should go through the same in detail. 

http://www.fssai.gov.in/
http://www.wto.org/


 

 All fortified food, whether voluntarily fortified or required to undergo mandatory fortification 

shall be manufactured, packed, labeled, handled, distributed and sold, whether for profit or under 

the Government-funded program, only in compliance with the standards specified under the 

provisions of the Act and regulations made thereunder.  The draft Regulations also defines the 

prescribed packaging and labeling norms for fortified food products. 

 

 In order to promote wholesome food in the country, FSSAI shall take steps to encourage  

production, manufacture, distribution, sale and consumption of fortified food including 

fortification through conventional breeding/hybridization, in coordination with concerned 

government departments. 

 

 The proposed regulation shall not affect the provisions of the Infant Milk Substitutes, Feeding 

Bottles and Infant Foods (Regulation of Production, Supply and Distribution) Act, 1992 (41 of 

1992) or any rules, regulations or orders framed thereunder. 

 

The entire text of the draft Regulation along with the Schedule providing the standards for fortification 

of foods is pasted below at the end of the report and is also available on the website of FSSAI at 

www.fssai.gov.in/. 

 

Comments, within 60 days following the date it is notified on the WTO’s website, should be sent to: 

  

The Chief Executive Officer 

Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 

3
rd

 Floor, Food and Drug Administration Bhawan, Kotla Road 

New Delhi – 110002 

Email: baranip@yahoo.com 

 

Details of Notification:    

 Date of Publication on FSSAI website: October 4, 2016 

 Final date for comments from WTO members: 60 days following the date it is notified on the 

WTO’s website  

 Agency in Charge: Food Safety and Standards Authority of India, Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare, GOI. 

http://www.fssai.gov.in/
mailto:baranip@yahoo.com


 



 



 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
  

 


