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] U.S. Secures40.9 Percent of Salesin 3rd SBS Rice Tender: On November 5, MAFF's Food Agency hdd
its 3rd SBS foreign rice tender, with atotal of 30,000 metric tons contracted. China secured 15,395 metric tons,
or 51.3 percent of thetotal. The United States followed with 12,255 metric tons, accounting for 40.9 percent of
total sales. Y ear-to-date, the U.S. share of Japan'soverd| riceimports (SBS and Minimum Access) stands at 44.6
percent, up from 41.3 percent at thistime last year. (AgAffairs Tokyo)

] VegetablesOvertake Rice as Top Farm Crop in Japan: 1998 production statistics released last week by the
Minigry of Agriculture (MAFF) show Japanese vegetable production jumped 13 percent in vaue terms to 2.61
trillionyen ($24.9 hbillion at current exchange rates), exceeding the farm vaue of the rice crop for the firg time ever.
MAFF reports the totd farm vaue of rice production in 1998 was 2.54 trillion yen, followed closdly by livestock
production at 2.43 trillion yen. (AgAffars Tokyo)

i ATO Hosts Cooking Demonstration for Consumersat Daiei’s Largest Sales Store: ATO hosted a Great
American Regiond Cuisne (GARC) cooking demongtration in conjunction with Daiel, one of Japan’s leading
national supermarket retailers, onNovember 4 and 5 at their largest sdles storenationwide. Working with netiondly
renowned Egami Cooking Schoal, regiond cuisne recipeswere presented to nationa trade press and consumers,
incorporating U.S. sdmon, amonds, white and red wine, beef, fresh tomatoes, frozen blueberries, frozen cheese
cake, chicken, organic rice, pork, prunes and fresh strawberries. Coinciding with the promotion, Daie imported
for thefird time asubstantiad volume of freshRomatomatoes. As an outcome the promotion’s success, Daiel has
committed to host Smilar promotions for other strategicaly key commodities early next year. (ATO Tokyo)

i MAFF PlanstoM ake Voluntary L abding Policy for Cloned Beef Official: Accordingto aJgpan Agricultura
News summary of a October 30 MAFF report, the Ministry will officialy decide not to require labeling of cloned
beef, despite strong consumer demand for mandatory labeling of meeat fromcloned animds. Instead, producerswill
be required to distinguishcloned cattle fromothers until they arrive at daughtering houses, with carcasses fromthose
catle subject to voluntary labding as cloned beef. According to the report, MAFF decided not to require
mandatory |abeling of cloned beef because: 1) no conclusion was reached regarding who will pay for the cost for
the labding; and 2) amount of distributed cloned beef (currently al fromembryonic clones) istoo smdl to be subject
to JAS law. (AgAffairs Tokyo)

] MAFF Announces3rd SBSfor Wheat and Barley for Feed: On November 4th, the Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries (M AFF) announced the third SBS tender for whest for feed (48,680 metric tons) and barley
for feed (41,460 metric tons) will be held on November 18th. (AgAffairs Tokyo)

] Upcoming Events: The Japan Foodservice Association Food Materias and Products Fair will be hdd November
18-19 in Tokyo and Foodex (March 2000) gpplications are sill being accepted through the end of November.
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