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UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

According to the February 24, 2005 edition of The Times, the chain of events leading to the 
largest ever recall of food products in the UK is starting to become clearer.  Per the attached 
chronology lifted from the article, the chilli spice contaminated with Sudan I was originally 
imported from India before the EU introduced mandatory checks for the substance.  
Interestingly, in 2003 a UK recall was issued on chilli powder due to a Sudan I scare but this 
consignment somehow escaped the attention of the UK authorities.  As such, once the trail of 
the suspect dye has been officially confirmed, it is expected the attention of the UK 
authorities will turn to how this oversight occurred and whether any other consignments 
could similarly have been missed.  Questions will also likely be raised as to the adequacy of 
the routine domestic testing regime. 
 
 

 


