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Report Highlights: 

The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka’s (Sri Lanka) Ministry of Health and Mass Media 

extended the implementation date of Food (Labeling and Advertising) Regulations (2022) from January 

1, 2025 to July 1, 2025, except Regulations 13 (16), 13 (17), 13 (18), and 14. The Sri Lankan 

government notified the new regulations in the Gazette of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri 

Lanka – Extraordinary (official gazette) on December 28, 2024. This amendment allows additional time 

for industry to adjust to the new food labeling and advertising regulations. 
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DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Sri Lanka 

Department of Government Printing website https://www.documents.gov.lk/ . The U.S. Embassy 

in Colombo –Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs (OAA), U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) and/or the U.S. government make no claim of accuracy or 

authenticity. The Government of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka has not 

officially endorsed this report. Import approval for any product is subject to local rules and 

regulations as interpreted by Sri Lankan officials at the time of product entry. [Note: Use Google 

Chrome to access the links that do not open in Microsoft Edge]. 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION  

The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka’s (Sri Lanka) Ministry of Health and Mass 

Media extended the implementation date of the Food (Labeling and Advertising) Regulations 

(2022), from January 1, 2025, to July 1, 2025, except Regulations 13 (16), 13 (17), 13 (18), and 

14. The Sri Lankan government notified the new regulations in the Gazette of the Democratic 

Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka – Extraordinary (official gazette) on December 28, 2024. This 

amendment will allow additional time for industry to adjust to the new food labeling and 

advertising regulations. 

 

Background: 

Labeling and Advertising of Packaged Food – The Current 2005 Regulations: The Food 

(Labeling and Advertising) Regulations (2005) regulate general food labeling in Sri Lanka. The 

regulations require package or container labeling with the label printed in any two of the three 

languages utilized in Sri Lanka (i.e., English, Sinhala, or Tamil). The label must be indelibly 

printed, painted, or affixed on the main panel (i.e., for imports, affixing a supplementary label is 

permissible). The regulation does not apply to packaged food weighed, counted, and or measured 

out in the consumer’s presence. 

 

Labeling and Advertising of Packaged Food – The New 2022 Regulations: The Food 

(Labeling and Advertising) Regulations (2022) regulations, common names must appear in bold 

type in all three languages (i.e., English, Sinhala, and Tamil) used in Sri Lanka. For imported 

food products, the country-of-origin and the importer's name and address must also appear (see, 

Appendix I). When food is imported in bulk and repackaged, the date of manufacture and 

repackaging must be labeled (see, GAIN-SRI LANKA | CE2023-0011 | Sri Lanka Enacts New 

Legislation for Food Labeling and Advertising).

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.documents.gov.lk/
https://eohfs.health.gov.lk/food/images/pdf/regulations/food_labelling_and_advertising_regulations_2005_en.pdf
https://eohfs.health.gov.lk/food/images/pdf/regulations/food_labelling_and_advertising_regulations_2005_en.pdf
https://eohfs.health.gov.lk/food/images/2319-40_E.pdf
https://eohfs.health.gov.lk/food/images/2319-40_E.pdf
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Sri%20Lanka%20Enacts%20New%20Legislation%20for%20Food%20Labeling%20and%20Advertising_Colombo_Sri%20Lanka_CE2023-0011.pdf
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Sri%20Lanka%20Enacts%20New%20Legislation%20for%20Food%20Labeling%20and%20Advertising_Colombo_Sri%20Lanka_CE2023-0011.pdf
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APPENDIX I – Sri Lanka, Amended Food (Labeling and Advertising) Regulations (2022) 
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Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


