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Report Highlights: 

On June 3, the India Meteorological Department (IMD) announced that the Southwest Monsoon had set 

over Kerala two days after the average onset date of June 1.  IMD also published its second long-range 

forecast that predicts a normal Southwest Monsoon (June to September) with rainfall expected to reach 

101 percent of the long period average (LPA).  The monsoon has advanced and covered Central and 

Southern India with rainfall 37 percent higher than the normal fifty-year average as the sowing of Kharif 

crops is underway. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

General Overview 

 

IMD Publishes Second Stage Forecast 

On June 3, the India Meteorological Department (IMD) published its second long-range forecast 

predicting a normal Southwest Monsoon (June to September) for 2021.  The rainfall is likely to reach 

101 percent of the long period average (LPA) with an error of plus/minus four percent. There is a 40 

percent probability that the monsoon will be normal.  The fifty-year (1961-2010) LPA for Southwest 

Monsoon rainfall is 88 cm (34.65 inches). IMD forecasts rainfall to be normal (92-108 percent of the 

LPA) over North-West India and South Peninsula (93-107 percent of LPA), below normal (less than 95 

percent of LPA) over North east India, and above normal (higher than 106 percent of LPA) over Central 

India. Thus, monsoon rainfall is expected to be well distributed spatially with most parts of the country 

expected to receive normal to above normal rains.  

 

Image 1. India: IMD New Forecast for Monsoon Core Zone (Rainfed Agriculture Region) 

 
                   Source: Indian Meteorological Department 

 

IMD has also developed a separate forecast for the Monsoon Core Zone (MCZ), which represents most 

of the rainfed agricultural region in the country, where rainfall is likely to be above normal (94-106 

percent of LPA). 

 

Monsoon Progress and Outlook for Next Week 

IMD forecasts that the Southwest Monsoon will advance further into the remaining parts of Rajasthan, 

west Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, and Punjab, where it slow down due to unfavorable 

atmospheric conditions and a wind pattern that are not conducive for sustained rainfall over the region. 

 

IMD has forecast widespread rainfall for this week (June 22-29) over most parts of Northeast India.  

There are also forecasts of scattered rainfall likely over the foothills of the Himalayas, East India, and 

https://internal.imd.gov.in/press_release/20210601_pr_1124.pdf


 
   
   
 

 
 

Coastal Andhra Pradesh, while dry weather is expected over the remaining parts of the country. IMD has 

also forecast gradual rise by 3-5 degree Celsius in maximum temperatures over most parts of Northwest 

and Central India during June 22-27. 

 

Kharif 2021/22 Season MSP Announcement 

On June 9, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs approved an increase in the Minimum Support 

Prices (MSPs) for all mandated Kharif crops for marketing season 2021-22.  The highest absolute 

increase in MSP over the previous year has been recommended for sesamum (Rs. 452 per 100 kilogram) 

followed by tur and urad (Rs. 300 per 100 kilogram each). In the case of groundnut and nigerseed, there 

has been an increase of Rs 275 per 100 kilogram and Rs 235 per 100 kilograms, respectively, in 

comparison to last year. For more details, please refer to Minimum Support Price for Kharif Crops 2021-

22 marketing season. 

Table 1. India: Minimum Support Prices for all Kharif crops for  

Marketing Season 2021-22 

 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Government of India 

 
*refers to comprehensive cost which includes all paid-on costs such as those incurred on account of hired human 

labor, bullock labor machine labor, rent paid for leased in land, expenses incurred on use of material inputs like 

seeds, fertilizers, manures, irrigation charges, depreciation on implements and farm buildings, interest on 

working capital, diesel/electricity for operation of pump sets etc., miscellaneous expenses and imputed value of 

family labor. 

^ Cost data are not separately compiled for Paddy (Grade A), Jowar (Maldandi) and Cotton (Long staple) 

 

Crop 

MSP 2020-21 

(Rs/100 

kilogram) 

MSP 2021-22 

(Rs/100 

kilogram) 

Cost* of production 

2021-22 (Rs/100 

kilogram) 

Increase in 

MSP 

(Absolute) 

Return over  

cost (in 

per cent) 

Paddy (Common) 1,868 1,940 1,293 72 50 

Paddy (GradeA)^ 1,888 1,960 - 72 - 

Jowar (Hybrid) (Hybrid) 2,620 2,738 1,825 118 50 

Jowar (Maldandi)^ 2,640 2,758 - 118 - 

Bajra 2,150 2,250 1,213 100 85 

Ragi 3,295 3,377 2,251 82 50 

Maize 1,850 1,870 1,246 20 50 

Tur (Arhar) 6,000 6,300 3,886 300 62 

Moong 7,196 7,275 4,850 79 50 

Urad 6,000 6,300 3,816 300 65 

Groundnut 5,275 5,550 3,699 275 50 

Sunflower Seed 5,885 6,015 4,010 130 50 

Soyabean (yellow) 3,880 3,950 2,633 70 50 

Sesamum 6,855 7,307 4,871 452 50 

Nigerseed 6,695 6,930 4,620 235 50 

Cotton (Medium Staple) 5,515 5,726 3,817 211 50 

Cotton (Long Staple) ^ 5,825 6,025 - 200 - 

http://eands.dacnet.nic.in/PDF/MSP%202020-21(English).pdf
http://eands.dacnet.nic.in/PDF/MSP%202020-21(English).pdf


 
   
   
 

 
 

Reservoir Storage 

The Central Water Commission monitors the live storage status of 130 reservoirs around the country on 

a weekly basis.  As per the reservoir storage bulletin dated June 17, 2021, the live storage available in 

these reservoirs is 47.631 billion cubic meters (BCM), which is 27 percent of total live storage capacity.  

The live storage available in these reservoirs for the corresponding period last year was 55.108 BCM (32 

percent), and the average of the last ten years was 36.866 BCM (21 percent). As such, the current 

storage position is less than the same period last year, but higher than the average storage level of the 

last ten years during the same period. 

 

Out of 130 reservoirs, 110 reservoirs reported more than 80 percent of normal storage levels and 20 

reservoirs reported 80 percent or below of normal storage.  Out of these 20 reservoirs, 8 have stored up 

to 50 percent of normal storage.  According to the Central Water Commission, normal storage 

represents the average storage level of the last ten years, close to normal storage represents a shortfall of 

up to 20 percent of normal, deficient storage indicates that the shortfall is greater than 20 percent of the 

normal and up to 60 percent of the normal, highly deficient means shortfall is more than 60 percent of 

normal. 

 

States that have better storage (in percentage) than last year for the corresponding period include 

Jharkhand, Tripura, Andhra Pradesh/Telangana (two combined projects in both states), Andhra Pradesh, 

Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu. For more details, please refer the Reservoir Storage 

Bulletin. 

 

  

http://www.cwc.gov.in/sites/default/files/17062021-bulletin.pdf
http://www.cwc.gov.in/sites/default/files/17062021-bulletin.pdf


 
   
   
 

 
 

Image 2. India: Region Wise Reservoir Storage Position in Billion Cubic Meters (BCM) 

 

Source: Central Water Commission, Ministry of Jal Shakti  



 
   
   
 

 
 

Table 2. India: Southwest Monsoon Regional Rainfall Distribution 

from June 1, 2021 to June 21, 2021 

Regions 2021 Actual 

(mm) 

Normal 

(mm)* 

2021 Percentage Departure 

from Normal 

Northwest India 71.3 40.6 76% 

Central India 145.8 92.2 58% 

Southern Peninsula 133.6 107.7 24% 

East and Northeast India 253.9 224.8 13% 

All India 137.8 100.5 37% 

*Normal Rainfall is the fifty-year average from 1951-2000 

Source: Indian Meteorological Department, Ministry of Earth Sciences 
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Source: Indian Meteorological Department, Pune 
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