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Report Highlights: 

China's 2025 timber production is estimated at 144 million m³, an increase of five percent, due to the 

maturation of managed commercial forests. China's housing market downturn has significantly reduced 

wood demand, with new housing starts and commercial housing sales both experiencing substantial 

declines. The furniture industry faced challenges in 2025 due to intensified competition and U.S. tariffs. 

Wood product imports and exports declined in 2025, with imports decreasing due to high domestic 

production and weak demand, and exports impacted by competitive international markets and tariffs. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY USDA STAFF 
AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY 
 

Statement  

FAS China provides this reporting and analysis as a service to U.S. farmers, ranchers, rural 

communities, and agribusinesses in support of a worldwide agricultural information system and a 

level playing field for U.S. agriculture.  

Overview 

China is the world’s second largest wood importer (after the United States) and the largest wood 

product exporter in the world. This report provides an overview of China’s solid wood sector, 

wood consumption, wood trade (including log and lumber imports and wood furniture and wood-

based panel exports), and Beijing’s policies affecting the trade and production of wood products.   

Solid Wood Sector 

China’s 2025 timber production (including logs and firewood) is estimated at 144 million m³, 

approximately five percent higher than the 137 million m³ produced in 2024.1 On April 18, 2025, 

China’s Ministry of Natural Resources reported that in the first quarter of 2025 China's timber 

production reached 25 million m³, marking an increase of 8 percent year-on-year.  

The main varieties of domestically produced timber in China primarily come from southern 

managed commercial forests and some northern natural secondary forests. The main types of 

timber are eucalyptus, Chinese fir, Masson pine, and poplar, which are mainly used for 

construction, packaging, wood-based panels, and pulp making. High-end products largely rely on 

imported wood products.  

Although China implements a forest logging quota system, over the past decade, timber 

production has grown annually (see figure 1 below). This is mainly because China has 

vigorously developed managed forests since the 1980s, especially fast-growing and high-

yielding managed commercial forests in the south (such as eucalyptus and Chinese fir). In recent 

years, increasing numbers of these forests have begun reaching maturity, leading to a peak in 

timber supply, and production has naturally increased within the quota limits.  

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Source: Statistical Communiqué of the People's Republic of China on the 2024 National Economic and Social 

Development released by National Statistics Bureau (NSB) on February 28, 2025. NOTE: These are preliminary 

statistics and subject to change. For example, the 2024 Statistical Communiqué said that timber production in 2023 

was 119 million m³. The number was later updated to 127 million m³ in the 2024 China Statistical Yearbook released 

in October 2023.  

 

http://www.forestry.gov.cn/lyj/1/lcdt/20250418/621602.html
https://www.stats.gov.cn/sj/zxfb/202502/t20250228_1958817.html
https://www.stats.gov.cn/sj/zxfb/202502/t20250228_1958817.html


 
      
 

 
 

Figure 1. China: Timber Production in 2015-2024 

Source: China Statistical Yearbook 2024 

The release of official provincial-level timber production data is often delayed by up to two 

years. Based on 2023 data, Guangxi province remains the largest timber producing province, 

accounting for about 33 percent of total timber production. Guangdong, Yunnan, Fujian, Anhui 

and Hubei provinces together accounted for 36 percent of total production in 2023.   

Table 1.  China: Timber Production by Province, 2022-2023 

Province Timber Production in 

2022 (1,000 m³) 

Timber Production in 

2023 (1,000 m³) 

Change (%) 

Guangxi 39,687 42,460 7% 

Guangdong 12,538 13,760 10% 

Yunnan 9,569 11,037 15% 

Fujian 10,356 9,758 -6% 

Anhui 5,505 5,606 2% 

Hunan 4,343 5,176 19% 

Guizhou 7,860 4,741 -40% 

Jiangxi 4,145 4,549 10% 

Shandong 4,024 4,385 9% 

Hubei 2,694 3,348 24% 

Sichuan 2,887 3,310 15% 

Jilin 2,117 2,567 21% 

Liaoning 2,557 2,327 -9% 

Henan 2,465 2,320 -6% 

Hainan 2,065 2,047 -1% 
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Heilongjiang 1,703 1,828 7% 

Jiangsu 2,363 1,819 -23% 

Hebei 1,236 1,484 20% 

Inner Mongolia  1,172 1,442 23% 

Xinjiang 621 873 41% 

Zhejiang 724 856 18% 

Chongqing 552 634 15% 

Shanxi 504 270 -46% 

Shaanxi 214 251 17% 

Tianjin 135 119 -12% 

Gansu 46 45 -2% 

Beijing - - - 

Tibet  - - - 

Qinghai - - - 

Shanghai - - - 

Ningxia - - - 

Total 115,886 127,009 10% 

Source: China Statistical Yearbook 2024 and China Statistical Yearbook 2023 

Domestic logging is managed through a quota system. According to industry sources, the 14th 

Five-Year Plan (2021-2025) annual logging quotas total 275 million m³, which is 21 million m³ 

higher than the 13th Five-Year Plan. Please see Solid Wood Products Annual 2023 for more 

information on logging quota for major timber producing provinces and key forest regions  

Consumption 

China’s annual wood consumption is estimated at 500-600 million m³, with construction, 

decoration (trimmings, moldings, etc. for roughcast/semifinished housing), paper making, and 

wood processing (furniture, wood flooring, wood-based panels, etc.) being the largest consuming 

sectors.   

Housing 

 

Wood consumption is strongly tied to the housing market, particularly its demand for 

construction materials, decoration, flooring, and furniture. China's four-year housing sector 

downturn has significantly slowed wood consumption. Data from the China National Bureau of 

Statistics (NSB) indicates that new housing starts in China fell by 74 percent in 2025 compared 

to 2020. Commercial housing sales, measured by area, decreased by 48 percent in 2025 

compared to 2020.   

 

https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Solid%20Wood%20Products%20Annual%202023_Beijing_China%20-%20People%27s%20Republic%20of_CH2023-0110


 
      
 

 
 

Figure 2. China: Housing Market Starts and Sales Area, 2019-2024 

 
Source: National Bureau of Statistics  

The Chinese government has implemented a series of measures to stimulate the real estate 

market. In May 2024, China introduced the most significant real estate support policies in 

history, including a record low down-payment ratio and lower the interest rate on the most 

popular government-backed mortgage program, Housing Provident Fund (HPF) loans. Please see 

China Solid Wood Annual Report 2024 for more information on support policies in May 2024.  

In November 2024, the Ministry of Finance, the State Taxation Administration, and the Ministry 

of Housing and Urban-Rural Development jointly issued an announcement on tax policies to 

“promote the stable and healthy development of the real estate market,” clarifying several tax 

incentives to support the real estate market. These include: 

 Deed Tax: The current preferential low tax rate of 1 percent will apply to properties 

up to 140 square meters (previously 90 square meters). For properties over 140 

square meters, the deed tax rate for the first home will be reduced to 1.5 percent 

(previously 3 percent), and for the second home, it will be reduced to 2 percent 

(previously 4 percent). 

 Value-Added Tax (VAT): In relevant cities, after the standard for ordinary and non-

ordinary residential properties is abolished, individuals selling homes purchased for 

more than two years (including two years) will be exempt from VAT. 

 Land Value-Added Tax: The lower limit of the pre-collection rate for land value-

added tax will be reduced by 0.5 percentage points. After adjustment, except for 
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affordable housing, the lower limit of the pre-collection rate will be 1.5 percent for 

provinces in the eastern region, 1 percent for provinces in the central and northeastern 

regions, and 0.5 percent for provinces in the western region. 

The 2025 China Government Work Report, released in March 2025, is a pivotal document in the 

country's political and economic landscape, outlining key economic and development goals for 

the year. The report highlights a continued focus on stabilizing the real estate market, addressing 

risks, and preventing further declines. It emphasizes efforts to ease restrictions, expand urban 

redevelopment, and optimize land use to stimulate demand and boost housing stock acquisition. 

Additionally, the report includes specific measures to prevent and mitigate risks in critical areas, 

such as ensuring the timely delivery of homes and providing financing support.  

Figure 3. China: Growth Rate of New Commercial Housing Sales Area and Sale Value (%) 

 
Source: National Bureau of Statistics  

A series of measures by the Chinese government to stabilize the real estate market are gradually 

taking effect. Since January 2025, the decline in commercial housing sales has significantly 

slowed (see figure 3 above). Based on conversations with industry contacts, most believe that the 

Chinese real estate market is rebounding from its lowest point. However, on the other hand, over 

the past year, the Chinese government has continuously introduced support and stimulus 

measures for the real estate market, with down payment ratios reduced to historic lows. Despite 

being touted as the strongest support policies in history, these measures have only slowed the 

rapid decline in housing sales; while another important indicator of the real estate industry's 

prosperity, the area of new housing starts still saw a significant decline of 20 percent in 2025. 
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China's population decline, high house ownership rate, and slowing urbanization are the most 

important factors limiting the demand for housing.  

Wood Furniture 

China’s policies to stimulate domestic consumption have provided some support to the furniture 

industry, which was particularly evident in 2024. However, in 2025, the industry has faced 

significant headwinds in both export and domestic markets due to bilateral tariffs and the 

uncertainty they have created, as well as the continued weakness of the domestic economy (see 

figure 4 below). According to NBS 2025 industrial data, the revenue of furniture enterprises 

above designated size2 decreased by 10.7 percent year-on-year at 612.5 billion yuan in 2025. 

Industry sources indicate wood furniture accounts for over 50 percent of total furniture sales. 

Figure 4. China: Growth Rate of Revenue of Furniture Enterprises above Designated Size 

(%) 

Source: National Bureau of Statistics 

After several years of rapid development, customized furniture began to show a downward trend 

starting in 2024. According to industrial data, the revenue of 11 listed companies with 

customized furniture businesses all declined in 2024, with decreases ranging roughly between 10 

                                                           
2 “Enterprises above designated size” is a statistical term used in China to refer to industrial enterprises 

with annual main business revenue of 20 million yuan or more. According to the report, the number of 

enterprises above designated size in China's furniture manufacturing industry is 7,459 in 2024, while the 

number of all furniture manufacturing enterprises in China is estimated at around 70,000. The output of a 

large number of small-scale enterprises is not included in the statistics. However, the production situation 

of enterprises above designated size can reflect the situation of the industry as a whole, to a certain extent. 
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percent and 30 percent. For example, China's largest custom furniture company experienced 

revenue growth rates of 39 percent, 10 percent, and 1 percent in 2021, 2022, and 2023, 

respectively. However, its revenue in 2024 decreased by 17 percent year-on-year. The downward 

trend in 2025 has not changed. The industry attributes the weak demand in the custom furniture 

market to factors such as the sluggish housing market, a decline in consumer purchasing power, 

and intensified industry competition.  

There are two trends in wood furniture consumption worthy of attention:1) younger buyers 

prefer stylish, simple, cheap, and easily replaceable furniture (such preferences increase the 

market share of panel furniture and reduces the market share of solid wood furniture); and 2) 

movable furniture such as tables, chairs and beds, which are easier to replace, are in greater 

demand than immovable furniture.  

Wood-based Panels 

In recent years, China’s wood-based panel industry has moved into a phase of slower growth and 

structural adjustment. Overall output has stabilized, but structural overcapacity remains, as 

outdated and low-end capacity is gradually eliminated while larger and more efficient producers 

continue to expand. Industry concentration is increasing as stricter environmental regulations, 

energy constraints, and weaker market conditions force small- and medium-sized firms to exit 

the market. At the same time, leading companies are strengthening their positions through 

capacity upgrades, consolidation, and investment in large-scale, modern production lines. The 

industry’s development focus has shifted from volume expansion to efficiency, quality, and long-

term competitiveness. This transition reflects a broader move toward a more mature and 

disciplined industrial structure. 

The structure of China’s wood-based panel industry has also been adjusting among the three 

major product categories: plywood, particleboard, and fiberboard. The share of plywood has 

been declining, reflecting shrinking demand from traditional construction and real estate, as well 

as environmental and labor constraints. By contrast, particleboard has continued to gain market 

share, driven by the growth of customized furniture, panel furniture, and its advantages in 

standardization and cost efficiency. Fiberboard remains relatively stable overall, with demand 

shifting toward thinner, higher-density, and more functional products.  

According to statistics (link in Chinese) from the China National Forest Products Industry 

Association, by the end of 2025, there were more than 5,000 plywood manufacturers nationwide, 

about 1,000 fewer than in 2024, while total production capacity reached approximately 246 

million m3 per year, an increase of 11 percent compared with the end of 2024. 

Guangxi accounts for 31 percent of the national total production capacity, maintaining its 

position as the top producer in the country, followed by Shandong (27 percent), Jiangsu (12 

percent), Anhui (5.5 percent), and Hebei (5 percent). 

http://www.cnfpia.org/sf_9FCF066D69E246C99F79B9B7BCF3683F_297_9E5BA0FB363.html


 
      
 

 
 

Currently, China’s plywood supply capacity exceeds consumer demand. The production capacity 

of plywood used for furniture making and decoration accounts for approximately 38 percent of 

the total plywood production capacity in China, with a relatively balanced supply-demand 

relationship. Plywood used for concrete formwork accounts for about 24 percent of the total 

production capacity, with the issue of oversupply remaining prominent. The production capacity 

of plywood used for packaging has further declined, accounting for about 17 percent of the total 

production capacity. 

According to statistics (link in Chinese) from the China National Forest Products Industry 

Association, by the end of 2025, there were 220 fiberboard production enterprises nationwide, 

with a total production capacity of 40 million m³ per year, 3.5 percent decrease from 2024, 

marking the fourth consecutive year of decline. The Chinese fiberboard industry is showing a 

trend of a further declines in the number of enterprises, production lines, and total production 

capacity, while the average single-line production capacity continues to rise.  

Shandong Province accounts for 17 percent of the national production capacity, maintaining its 

first-place position, followed by Guangxi (16 percent), Jiangsu (13 percent), Hebei (7.5 percent), 

and Guangdong (7percent). 

While 2025 particleboard statistics are not yet available, according to 2024 statistics (link in 

Chinese) from the China National Forest Products Industry Association, by the end of 2024, 

there were 305 particleboard production enterprises nationwide, operating 329 particleboard 

production lines, with a total production capacity reaching 64 million m³ per year, a net increase 

of 11 million m³ per year, representing a 22 percent increase compared to the end of 2023. The 

Chinese particleboard industry is showing a trend of a decreasing number of enterprises, while 

the number of production lines, total production capacity, and average single-line production 

capacity continue to rise. Shandong accounts for 22 percent of the national production capacity, 

maintaining its position as the top producer in the country, followed by Guangxi (13 percent), 

Hebei (10 percent), Hubei (7 percent) and Anhui (6 percent).  

Currently, the Chinese particleboard industry is experiencing a phase of overheated investment, 

with an increasing risk of supply-demand imbalance. Industry contacts report that the 

particleboard production lines under construction are expected to be put into operation gradually 

during the period from 2025 to 2026. They anticipate that by the end of 2025, the total 

production capacity of particleboard nationwide will exceed 70 million m³ per year. 

According to industry sources, furniture manufacturing and decoration, packaging and crafts 

making, and construction are major consumers of wood-based panel. Together, they account for 

over 80 percent of total wood-based panel consumption in China.  

 

 

http://www.cnfpia.org/sf_60FBF4FEAE034F14BB5FCEE1426BD5D0_297_9E5BA0FB363.html
http://www.cnfpia.org/sf.html?projectid=297&username=9E5BA0FB363&articleid=940F56401C164E8F9714E34E43DC3F7E


 
      
 

 
 

Trade 

Wood imports consist primarily of raw materials, such as logs (HS code 4403) and lumber (HS 

code 4407), which together accounted for 70 percent of China’s total wood product (HS code 44) 

imports by value in 2025. Fuel wood/wood chips (HS code 4401) accounted for 19 percent by 

value in 2025. Major exports include processed products, such as wood furniture and plywood, 

which together accounted for 70 percent of total wood product exports by value in 2025. China’s 

wood product imports are expected to continue a downward trend in 2026 on lower demand, 

both domestically and internationally. Exports of wood products, especially wood furniture, are 

also expected to decline in 2026 on expected lower exports to the United States.  

Imports 

China’s wood product imports (HS code 44) totaled $1.6 billion in 2025, representing a 12 

percent drop from 2024 on a reduction in domestic demand and an increase in domestic timber 

production. China's sluggish real estate market has slowed the construction and manufacturing 

industries, leading to a decreased demand for timber. Additionally, China's timber production has 

increased, improving the level of self-sufficiency and reducing dependence on imported timber.  

China’s timber imports have declined for four consecutive years, with log imports falling more 

sharply than lumber imports. Compared with 2021, China’s log imports in 2025 decreased by 51 

percent, while lumber imports declined by 16 percent. One important reason for this trend is that 

several major log-exporting countries have introduced log export bans to promote the 

development of their domestic wood processing industries. For example, Russia banned the 

export of softwood logs and certain valuable hardwood logs in 2022. Although the log export 

ban among the six Central African Economic and Monetary Community (CEMAC) countries, 

namely Cameroon, Central African Republic, Republic of the Congo, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea 

and Chad, has not been fully implemented, Gabon and the Republic of the Congo have 

suspended log exports to China. Papua New Guinea , one of China’s major suppliers of 

hardwood logs, has also announced that it will ban log exports starting in 2026. 

China's sources of softwood are relatively limited, with New Zealand supplying about two-thirds 

of softwood logs and Russia providing about two-thirds of softwood lumber. In contrast, the 

sources of hardwood are more diversified. 

Log Imports 

China’s total log imports (HS code 4403) were 31 million m³ in 2025, representing a 13 percent 

drop from 2024. This marks the fourth consecutive year of decline, down from 64 million m³ in 

2021. Many logs, particularly softwood logs, are used as building materials. The downturn in 

China's construction industry, including the real estate sector, has significantly reduced the 

demand for logs. Another reason for the decline in China’s log imports is the ban on U.S. log 

imports from March 4 to November 10, 2025. Even after the ban was lifted, U.S. logs remained 

https://www.atibt.org/en/news/13044/log-export-ban-cemac-postpones-entry-into-force-to-2023
https://www.pmnec.gov.pg/prime-minister-marape-reaffirms-end-to-round-log-exports-and-push-for-downstream-processing/


 
      
 

 
 

subject to a 10 percent retaliatory tariff. As a result, log imports from the United States fell 

sharply from 2.2 million m³ in 2024 to 0.4 million m³ in 2025. 

When market demand is weak, buyers tend to be more price-sensitive, and products with a price 

advantage are therefore more competitive in the market when substitution is a possibility. As a 

result, imports of softwood logs, which have a stronger price advantage, declined by a smaller 

margin than hardwood logs. 

In 2025, softwood log imports totaled 24 million m³, representing an 8 percent decrease from 

2024. New Zealand, China's largest supplier of softwood logs, accounted for 75 percent of 

imports in 2025, more than doubling its share from the 34 percent in 2020. New Zealand 

provides a stable and consistent supply of softwood logs at competitive prices, meeting China's 

construction and manufacturing needs, such as formwork in concrete construction, furniture 

frames, plywood, pulp, and packaging materials.  

In 2025, hardwood log imports totaled 7.5 million m³, representing a 25 percent decline from 

2024. Papua New Guinea, Russia, and Solomon Islands are major hardwood log suppliers to 

China. Together, the three countries accounted for 53 percent of hardwood log imports in 2025. 

The United States used to be China’s fourth-largest supplier of hardwood logs. Due to the log 

import ban and tariff issues, China’s hardwood log imports from the United States fell sharply to 

274,645 m³ in 2025 from 969,761 m³ in 2024.  

Lumber Imports 

Lumber (HS code 4407) imports totaled 24 million m³ in 2025, a 10 percent drop from 2024. 

Softwood lumber imports totaled 14.6 million m³ in 2025, a decrease of 12 percent from 2024. 

Russia continues to dominate China's imports of softwood lumber, accounting for 70 percent of 

total imports in 2025, followed by Canada (8 percent), Belarus (7 percent) and Finland (3 

percent). China continues importing large volumes of softwood lumber from Russia due to its 

abundant supply, geographic advantage, and cost-effectiveness.  

It is worth noting that China's imports of softwood lumber from Belarus increased by 37 percent 

in 2024, reaching 1.2 million m³. This growth has allowed Belarus to surpass Finland and 

become China's third-largest softwood lumber supplier. Although imports from Belarus did not 

continue to grow in 2025, they were maintained at around 1.1 million m3. Industry experts 

attribute the significant increase in imports from Belarus to its competitive pricing. According to 

China Customs data, the average import price of Belarusian softwood lumber in 2024 was 

$191/m³, compared to $207/m³ for Russian softwood lumber, making Belarusian softwood 

lumber more price-competitive for Chinese buyers. Additionally, enhanced connectivity under 

China’s Belt and Road Initiative has improved rail and road transit from Belarus to China, 

reducing transport costs and delivery times. 



 
      
 

 
 

Pine (HS code 440711) and spruce and fir (HS code 440712), together accounted for 83 percent 

of total softwood lumber imports in 2025, mainly used for furniture manufacturing, building 

wood, wood-based panel manufacturing, and pulp making.  

Hardwood lumber imports totaled 9.5 million m³ in 2025, a decrease of 5 percent from 2024. 

Thailand continues to be the largest hardwood lumber supplier to China, accounting for 44 

percent of China’s total imports in 2025, followed by Russia (11 percent), the United States (9 

percent), and Philippines (8percent).  

Thai rubberwood is price-competitive, abundantly available, light-colored, relatively easy to 

process, and some consumers perceive it to be environmentally friendly. These qualities make it 

widely used in China’s furniture, flooring, bathroom cabinets, and plywood industries. 

Additionally, it is compatible with the production of laminated veneer lumber (LVL), medium-

density fiberboard (MDF), and particleboard. 

The United States was the third-largest supplier of hardwood lumber to China in 2025, 

accounting for 9 percent of China’s import volume and 19 percent of import value. Both shares 

declined by one percentage point from 2024. Given the U.S.-China trade tensions in 2025 and 

the fact that U.S. hardwood lumber was subject to a 10 percent retaliatory tariff for most of the 

year, maintaining this level of market share was no easy feat and, to some extent, reflects 

continued acceptance of U.S. products in the Chinese market. However, many importers are 

seeking diversified wood sources from Russia, Germany, France, and Africa to mitigate market 

risks. 

Key species of U.S. hardwood lumber exported to China include black walnut, red oak, white 

oak, cherry, and maple. Black walnut is prized for luxury furniture, wall panels, and veneer to 

meet high-end demands. Red oak is primarily used in mid-range furniture and flooring. White 

oak is commonly used in flooring, cabinetry, and barrels. In China, U.S. hardwoods are 

associated with premium quality, consistent kiln-drying, and environmental compliance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
      
 

 
 

Table 2. China: Wood Product Imports (in $ million) 

No. Code Products 2022 2023 2024 2025 

 44 Wood and articles of wood 22,191 18,038 18,171 15,947 

1 4407 lumber 7,528 6,840 6,860 6,398 

2 4403 log  8,533 6,383 6,162 4,820 

3 4401 fuel wood; wood in chips or particles;  4,030 2,951 3,247 2,967 

4 4421 articles of wood, nesoi 381 377 333 416 

5 4408 veneer 408 346 416 331 

6 4410 particle board  410 336 347 293 

7 4402 wood charcoal  182 210 194 164 

8 4412 plywood 189 207 222 197 

9 4409 Floorboard strips 205 109 111 98 

10 4418 builders' joinery and carpentry of wood 89 64 57 51 

11 4416 wood casks, barrels, vats 34 53 61 49 

12 4411 fiberboard  98 49 47 44 

13 4419 tableware and kitchenware, of wood 31 29 27 24 

14 4415 wood packing cases, crates, drums 26 27 18 16 

15 4420 wood marquetry and inlaid wood;  29 26 24 20 

16 4413 
densified wood, in blocks, plates, strips or 

profile shapes 
10 22 36 50 

17 4404 
hoopwood; split poles; piles, pickets and stakes 

of wood, pointed 
4 5 5 6 

18 4405 wood wool; wood flour 1 2 2 2 

19 4417 wood tools 2 2 2 1 

20 4414 
wooden frames for paintings, photographs, 

mirrors or similar objects 
2 2 1 1 

 

Exports 

 

China’s exports of wood products (HS Code 44) totaled $16.3 billion in 2025, remaining broadly 

flat compared with 2024. Although exports to the United States declined by 17 percent—with the 

United States still China’s largest export market, accounting for 15 percent of total export 

value—stronger shipments to other markets, including Australia, Vietnam, and Malaysia, helped 

offset the decline in exports to the United States. 

 

China’s exports of wood furniture (HS codes 940161, 94016900, 94033000, 94034000, 

94035010, 94035091, 94035099, 94036010, 94036091, and 94036099) totaled $20.4 billion in 

2025, down 10 percent from 2024, largely due to a 20 percent decline in exports to the United 

States. The United States remained the largest importer of China’s wood furniture in 2025, 

although its market share fell from a peak of nearly 50 percent to 27 percent. Tariffs, along with 

the uncertainty surrounding them, weighed on China’s wood furniture exports to the U.S. 

market. The United Kingdom, Australia and Japan are also major export markets for Chinese 



 
      
 

 
 

wood furniture, collectively accounting for 20 percent of China's wood furniture export value in 

2025. 

Table 3. China: Wood Product Exports (in $ million) 

No. Code Products 2022 2023 2024 2025 

 9403 Wood furniture 22,226 21,892 22,698 20,431 

 
44 Wood and articles of wood 18,051 15,705 16,392 16,337 

1 4412 plywood 5,619 4,814 5,269 5,169 

2 4421 articles of wood, nesoi 4,264 3,746 3,881 3,673 

3 4418 builders' joinery and carpentry of wood 1,438 1,324 1,532 1,602 

4 4419 tableware and kitchenware, of wood 1,454 1,269 1,380 1,409 

5 4420 wood marquetry and inlaid wood 1,562 1,246 1,090 946 

6 4411 fiberboard  1,196 1,191 1,360 1,557 

7 4408 veneer  660 623 563 616 

8 4414 
wooden frames for paintings, photographs, 

mirrors or similar objects 
457 502 492 446 

9 4410 particle board  381 271 294 378 

10 4409 floorboard strips 232 177 161 146 

11 4402 wood charcoal  202 147 80 84 

12 4407 lumber 166 119 120 125 

13 4415 wood packing cases, crates, drums  173 119 92 109 

14 4417 wood tools 181 115 38 31 

15 4413 
densified wood, in blocks, plates, strips or 

profile shapes 
14 13 18 18 

16 4401 fuel wood; wood in chips or particles; 18 13 8 17 

17 4404 hoopwood; split poles; piles 7 5 4 4 

18 4416 wood casks, barrels, vats 5 4 2.8 3 

19 4405 wood wool; wood flour 2 3 1.8 2 

20 4403 log 20 2 4 1 

 

According to a press conference held by the China Council for the Promotion of International 

Trade (CCPIT) on April 28, 2025, a survey conducted by the CCPIT among over 1,100 foreign 

trade enterprises nationwide revealed that nearly 50 percent of companies indicated they would 

reduce their business with the United States, while 75 percent of companies plan to expand into 

emerging markets to compensate for the reduced share of exports to the United States. The 

surveyed companies generally stated that the frequent changes in U.S. tariff policies had 

significantly increased uncertainty, making it difficult for businesses to make long-term plans. 

As the world’s largest plywood exporter, China’s plywood (HS code 4412) exports totaled 13.6 

million m³ in 2025, marking a 3 percent increase from 2024. Driven by its highly competitive 

pricing, China’s plywood exports continued to grow in 2025 following a sharp 23 percent surge 

in 2024. According to GACC, the average plywood export price dropped 11 percent to $401/m³ 

in 2024, the lowest in the past 15 years and further decreased to $381/m³ in 2025. In contrast, 

https://www.ccpit.org/a/20250428/20250428iec2.html


 
      
 

 
 

plywood export prices from other major suppliers in 2024, such as Indonesia and Malaysia, were 

$467/m³ and $949/m³, respectively. 

Additionally, the industry believes that another important reason for the increase in China's 

plywood exports, despite the global economic downturn, is the reallocation of supply chains. 

Russia, which was the third-largest plywood exporter after China and Indonesia before 2021, has 

had almost no exports since 2022. Countries like Indonesia and Malaysia have imposed stricter 

environmental regulations on logging and plywood production, leading to reduced capacity. As a 

result, international buyers have turned to China for their plywood needs. 

China’s plywood export markets are diversified with the top five markets, Philippines, United 

Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom, Saudi Arabia, and Nigeria together only accounting for 

about 30 percent of total export volume in 2025.   

Policy 

Tariffs on U.S. Origin Wood Products   

From April 4 to May 13, 2025, U.S. wood products were subject to a 34 percent reciprocal tariff, 

the same as all U.S. exports to China. Since May 14, 2025, the reciprocal tariff was reduced to 

10 percent and has been extended to November 10, 2026, following the Busan meeting between 

Presidents Trump and Xi. Certain U.S. agricultural products, including some wood products, are 

also subject to Section 301 retaliatory tariffs, which can be excluded upon request by importers 

through the end of 2026. Please refer to GAIN Report China Reduces Tariff Rates on US 

Agricultural Products and GAIN Report China Extends Section 301 Tariff Exclusions for US 

Agricultural Products for detailed information on tariffs and 301 exclusions.   

Imports Ban on U.S. Origin Logs 

On March 4, 2025, GACC announced it was suspending processing imports of U.S. logs. GACC 

stated that these suspensions were in response to recent detections of forest pests such as bark 

beetles and longhorn beetles in U.S. shipments. On November 7, GACC further announced that 

the ban imposed in March would be lifted effective November 11, again, following the Busan 

meeting.  While shipments of U.S. logs to China have begun again, a significant portion of this 

trade has since shifted to Vietnam, where Chinese firms have made significant investments in 

sawmill capacity.  

The European Union delayed the application of EUDR  

On December 4, 2025, the European Union officially announced a clear extension of the 

application date of European Union's Deforestation Regulation (EUDR) for all operators until 

December 30, 2026. EUDR aims to prevent products associated with deforestation and forest 

degradation from being placed on or exported from the EU market. It applies to operators and 

traders who handle certain commodities like soy, beef, palm oil, and timber, as well as derived 

https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=China%20Reduces%20Tariff%20Rates%20on%20US%20Agricultural%20Products%20_Beijing_China%20-%20People%27s%20Republic%20of_CH2025-0209
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=China%20Reduces%20Tariff%20Rates%20on%20US%20Agricultural%20Products%20_Beijing_China%20-%20People%27s%20Republic%20of_CH2025-0209
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Trade%20Alert%20-%20China%20Extends%20Section%20301%20Tariff%20Exclusions%20for%20US%20Agricultural%20Products_Beijing_China%20-%20People%27s%20Republic%20of_CH2025-0223
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Trade%20Alert%20-%20China%20Extends%20Section%20301%20Tariff%20Exclusions%20for%20US%20Agricultural%20Products_Beijing_China%20-%20People%27s%20Republic%20of_CH2025-0223
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/12/04/eu-deforestation-law-council-and-parliament-reach-a-deal-on-targeted-revision/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 
      
 

 
 

products like furniture and chocolate. The EUDR is expected to significantly increase 

compliance costs and operational challenges for China’s exports of timber and related products 

to the European Union. The regulation requires products to be proven deforestation-free and 

fully traceable, which will compel Chinese companies to restructure their supply chains and 

enhance transparency.  For more information about the EUDR, please see European Institutions 

Finalize Deforestation-Free Supply Chain Regulation.  

China released mandatory standard on energy consumption of wood-based panels 

On January 24, 2025, the State Administration for Market Regulation and the National 

Standardization Administration jointly issued a national mandatory standard Norm of energy 

consumption per unit production of main wood-based panel products (link in Chinese) that 

specifies the energy consumption limits per unit product, technical requirements, statistical 

scope, and calculation methods for major wood-based panel products. This standard applies to 

the calculation and assessment of energy consumption for medium-density fiberboard, high-

density fiberboard, ordinary particleboard, and ordinary plywood production enterprises, as well 

as the energy consumption control for new and expanded projects. The implementation of this 

standard is expected to promote energy-saving technological advancements in China's wood-

based panel industry, accelerate industrial restructuring and optimization, and facilitate energy 

conservation and emission reduction. The standard will come into effect on February 1, 2026.  

Table 4. China: Certification Requirements for U.S. Wood Products Exports 

Certification Attestation Required 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection 

Service (APHIS) Protected Plant 

Permit PPQ 621 (Application for 

protected plant permit to engage in 

the business of importing, exporting, 

or re-exporting terrestrial plants or 

plant products that are protected).  

U.S. FWS Export, Re-Export Permit  

USDA is responsible for enforcing regulations specific to 

the import and export of plants regulated by the 

Convention on International Trade of Endangered 

Species (CITES) and the Endangered Species Act (ESA). 

In addition to USDA permits, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (FWS) issues export and re-export permits for 

CITES or ESA-protected plants leaving the United 

States. 

Certificate of Origin Certifies origin of wood and wood product imports 

Certification of Fumigation3 Certifies that logs with bark are fumigated to prevent 

pests 

Wood products trade should be accompanied by required certificates/permits issued by 

competent authorities. Table 4 (above) provides certification requirements for U.S. wood 

products exports to China. Please refer to the GAIN 2025 China FAIRS Annual Report and 

GAIN 2025 China FAIRS Export Certificate Annual for more information on China’s 

requirements.  

 

                                                           
3 All U.S. logs with bark to China must be fumigated in the U.S. However, if the fumigation is reflected in the 

Phytosanitary Certificate already, it is not necessary to attach a separate Certificate of Fumigation. 

https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=European%20Institutions%20Finalize%20Deforestation-Free%20Supply%20Chain%20Regulation_Brussels%20USEU_European%20Union_E42023-0004.pdf
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=European%20Institutions%20Finalize%20Deforestation-Free%20Supply%20Chain%20Regulation_Brussels%20USEU_European%20Union_E42023-0004.pdf
https://openstd.samr.gov.cn/bzgk/std/newGbInfo?hcno=414C651F4237CDBA21C70AB30480A56E
https://openstd.samr.gov.cn/bzgk/std/newGbInfo?hcno=414C651F4237CDBA21C70AB30480A56E
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=FAIRS%20Country%20Report%20Annual_Beijing_China%20-%20People%27s%20Republic%20of_CH2025-0060
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=FAIRS%20Export%20Certificate%20Report%20Annual_Beijing_China%20-%20People%27s%20Republic%20of_CH2025-0061


 
      
 

 
 

Conferences and Events: 

Below are key wood product events scheduled to occur in China in 2026. Please contact the 

USDA FAS Ag Trade Office (ATO) about additional regional events which may be of interest. 

American Hardwood Export Council 27th Southeast Asia & Greater China Convention and 

Mini-Trade Show 

 

City: Nankang, Jiangxi province 

Date: March 2026 

http://www.ahec-china.org/event-calendar/ 

 

AHEC’s conventions are a source of insight into the forces shaping wood trade globally and an 

opportunity to establish and renew business contacts.  

 

For questions regarding AHEC 27th Southeast Asia and Greater China Convention, please 

contact AHEC at info@ahec-china.org or the USDA Agricultural Trade Office, U.S. Embassy, 

Beijing at ATObeijing@state.gov.  

Furniture Manufacturing & Supply China (FMC China 2026) 

City: Shanghai 

Date: September 10-13, 2026 

https://dts.jiagle.com/furniturechina 

Marking its 30th anniversary with the theme ‘Beyond Next’, the special edition of FMC China 

2025 will spotlight the most groundbreaking collections, innovative materials and the defining 

trends shaping global furniture design and manufacturing. As the premier gathering for 

international professionals and buyers, FMC creates powerful connections that drive business 

success and industry advancement. 

For questions regarding FMC China, please contact the USDA Agricultural Trade Office, U.S. 

Consulate Shanghai at ATOShanghai@fas.usda.gov.  

China International Furniture Fair (Guangzhou) 

City: Guangzhou, Guangdong province 

Date: March 18-21,2026  

www.ciff-gz.com 

 

This furniture show is well-known for its focus on the export market. It features modern, classic, 

and outdoor furniture. The show provides a good opportunity to observe trends in the furniture 

industry and identify different kinds of wood users in China. Leading China furniture 

http://www.ahec-china.org/event-calendar/
mailto:info@ahec-china.org
mailto:ATObeijing@state.gov
https://dts.jiagle.com/furniturechina
mailto:ATOShanghai@fas.usda.gov
http://www.ciff-gz.com/


 
      
 

 
 

manufacturers often showcase their new designs, and the show is well-attended by international 

buyers. 

For questions regarding the China International Furniture Fair (Guangzhou), please contact the 

USDA Agricultural Trade Office, U.S. Consulate Guangzhou at GuangzhouATOStaff@state.gov.  

Qingdao International Furniture Fair (QIFF) 

City: Qingdao, Shandong province 

Date: May 2026 

https://www.qiff.net/ 

After more than ten years of development, QIFF has become the largest furniture fair of the in 

north China. Exhibitors come from the upstream and downstream of the furniture industrial chain 

such as solid wood furniture, upholstered furniture, customized furniture, solid wood semi-

finished furniture, woodworking machinery, raw and auxiliary materials. In particular, the 

northern solid wood furniture industry is developing rapidly and has obvious advantages. QIFF 

has nearly 500 solid wood furniture manufacturers participating in the exhibition. 

For questions regarding the China International Furniture Fair (Guangzhou), please contact the 

USDA Agricultural Trade Office, U.S. Embassy, Beijing at ATObeijing@state.gov. 

Interzum Guangzhou  

City: Guangzhou, Guangdong province 

Date: March 28-31, 2026 

www.interzum-guangzhou.com 

 

Interzum Guangzhou is now recognized as the largest and most influential woodworking 

machinery and raw materials fair in Asia. A U.S. wood pavilion for both hardwood and softwood 

suppliers are organized each year. The event is typically held every year in late March.   

For questions regarding Interzum Guangzhou, please contact the USDA Agricultural Trade 

Office, U.S. Consulate Guangzhou at GuangzhouATOStaff@state.gov.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:GuangzhouATOStaff@state.gov
https://www.qiff.net/
mailto:ATObeijing@state.gov
http://www.interzum-guangzhou.com/
mailto:GuangzhouATOStaff@state.gov


 
      
 

 
 

Contacts: 

USDA Office of Agricultural Affairs, U.S. 

Embassy, Beijing, China 

Tel: (86 10)85313600 

Fax: (86 10)85313636 

Email: Agbeijing@usda.gov 

USDA Agricultural Trade Office, U.S. 

Embassy, Beijing, China 

Tel: (86 10)85313600 

Fax: (86 10)85313974 

Email: ATObeijing@state.gov 

USDA Agricultural Trade Office, U.S. 

Consulate, Shanghai, China 

Tel: (86 21) 62798622 

Fax: (86 21) 62798336 

Email: ATOShanghai@fas.usda.gov 

USDA Agricultural Trade Office, U.S. 

Consulate, Guangzhou, China 

Tel: (86-20) 38145000  

Fax: (86-20) 38145310 

Email: GuangzhouATOStaff@state.gov 

USDA Agricultural Trade Office, U.S. 

Consulate, Shenyang, China 

Tel: (86-24) 23181380 

Fax: (86-24) 23181332 

Email: ShenyangATO@state.gov 

USDA APHIS, U.S. Embassy, Beijing, 

China 

Tel: (86-10) 8531-3030 

Fax: (86-10) 8531-3033 

Email:IS.Beijing.China.Staff@aphis.usda.gov 

National Forestry and Grassland 

Administration 

China National Furniture Association 

Email: office@cnfa.com.cn 

 

China National Forest Products Industry 

Association 

 

China Timber Conservation Development 

Center 

American Hardwood Export Council (China 

and Southeast Asia) 

Email: info@ahec-china.org 

American Softwoods China 

Email: info@amso-china.org 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

No Attachments. 

mailto:IS.Beijing.China.Staff@aphis.usda.gov
http://www.forestry.gov.cn/
http://www.forestry.gov.cn/
https://www.cnfa.com.cn/
http://www.cnfpia.org/
http://www.cnfpia.org/
http://www.cwss.org.cn/
http://www.cwss.org.cn/
http://www.ahec-china.org/
http://www.ahec-china.org/
http://www.amso-china.org/

