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Report Highlights: 

China is the world’s largest importer, processor, and consumer of wood products. In recent years, the 

market for imported softwood has slowed due to reduced real estate demand and increased domestic 

timber production, particularly fast-growing species like Chinese fir and Masson pine. U.S. softwood 

exports have declined since reaching a peak in 2017-2018. New Zealand and Russia are the top suppliers 

of softwood logs and lumber, respectively. Major ports like Lanshan, Taicang, and Nansha serve as key 

entry points, with distribution relying on both traditional retail channels and modern methods like e-

commerce and trade shows. The industry is adapting to rising demand for certified sustainable wood 

products and diversifying raw material use, while domestic timber increasingly replaces imports in 

lower-end applications. On November 10, 2025, China lifted its ban on U.S. log exports. 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

Market Overview 

 

China is the world's largest importer, processor, and consumer of wood and wood products, as well as a 

leading global importer of softwood logs and lumber. In recent years, China's wood imports have 

declined largely due to weakening real estate demand, reducing the need for construction timber. 

Additionally, demand for imported small-diameter logs has decreased due to the rapid growth of 

domestic timber production. Demand for certified sustainable wood products is rising, driven by 

increasing awareness by consumers and the Chinese government’s policies towards sustainable 

development. The wood industry is also evolving in its use of raw materials, with different applications 

requiring specific types of wood. This diversification is prompting timber companies to adjust their 

product offerings and market strategies to meet the varied needs of consumers. In 2024, the United 

States exported $200 million of softwood logs and $35 million of softwood lumber to China. 
 

 
Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau Trade Data 

 

Softwood Logs 

 

The main species of softwood logs imported by China are pine, fir, and spruce. Specifically, Radiata 

pine from New Zealand accounts for the largest share of imports, with volumes remaining relatively 

stable. However, as the total import volume of softwood logs has decreased in recent years, the 

proportion of Radiata pine imports increased. China primarily imports softwood logs from New 

Zealand, Germany, Russia, the United States, and Canada. Over the past decade, New Zealand has been 

the largest exporter of softwood logs to China, as nearly all radiata pine imported into China originates 

from New Zealand. Germany is another major exporter, supplying spruce and fir as their main species. 

 

U.S. softwood log exports to China peaked in 2017 and 2018, accounting for 15.9 percent and 14.4 

percent market share respectively, driven by strong demand from the real estate market specifically in 

the construction and furniture manufacturing sectors. The United States exports key species such as 

Douglas fir, Southern Yellow pine, Sitka spruce, and Eastern hemlock to China. However, since 2019, 

U.S. log exports have lost market share, particularly affecting Douglas fir and southern yellow pine. 

During this period, softwood logs from New Zealand, Russia, Australia, Germany replaced the U.S. 

market share. On November 10, China lifted a ban on U.S. log imports which had been in place since 

March 2025. 
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Data Source: Trade Data Monitor LLC 

 

Softwood Lumber 

 

U.S. softwood lumber exports to China followed a similar pattern to log exports, peaking in 2017 and 

gradually declining from 2018 due to strong competition from Russia, Belarus, Finland, Sweden, 

Germany, Canada, Chile, New Zealand, Brazil, Uruguay, and Ukraine. During the peak years of 2017 

and 2018, the United States ranked sixth in market share for China, with a 2 percent share. 
 

 
Data Source: Trade Data Monitor LLC 

 

U.S. Softwood Applications 

 

U.S. softwoods, such as Douglas fir, Eastern hemlock, and southern yellow pine, are used in China for 

construction, landscaping, interior design, packaging, and paper manufacturing. In construction, they are 

suitable for structural frameworks, light-frame buildings, bridges, and concrete formwork. Douglas fir is 
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valued for its durability and is used in light-frame buildings and tourism-related projects, particularly in 

the Yangtze River Delta and Pearl River Delta.  

 

In landscaping, U.S. softwoods is used for boardwalks, outdoor furniture, and garden structures, though 

alternatives like bamboo or hardwoods are also common. For interiors, they are used in wall panels, 

ceilings, and natural designs. In packaging, southern yellow pine is used for export crates. Overall, U.S. 

softwoods face stiff competition from both other imported softwoods (Russia, New Zealand, etc.) and 

domestic timber, which is increasingly replacing imported woods in various applications.  

 

Domestic Supply and Market Drivers 

 

While imported softwoods remain popular for industrial and engineering applications, China is rapidly 

expanding its domestic timber production, particularly with fast-growing species like Chinese fir and 

Masson pine, especially in southern China. In recent years, the share of domestic softwood has grown in 

wood-derived products. This trend is most noticeable in lower-end applications, where domestic 

softwood is increasingly replacing imported small-diameter logs, such as those used for standard 

packaging and lower-end construction. 

 

Major Ports of Entry for Import Softwoods to China 

 

The major ports for wood imports are in Jiangsu, Shandong, Shanghai, Guangdong, Fujian, and Hebei 

provinces. Among these, the top ports for importing U.S. softwood are Lanshan Port (Shandong 

Province), Taicang Port (Jiangsu Province), and Xin Min Zhou Port (Jiangsu Province). 

 

Lanshan Port (Rizhao, Shandong Province): Lanshan Port is the largest wood distribution port in 

northern China. It receives imports primarily from New Zealand, Russia, Canada, and the United States, 

with species including Radiata pine, Douglas fir, hemlock, spruce, fir, camphor pine, and white pine. 

Radiata pine is the most imported species at Lanshan Port, ranking first in the country. 

 

Taicang Port (Suzhou, Jiangsu Province): Taicang Port, operating since 2001, is a key national port for 

wood imports. The port receives shipments from New Zealand, the United States, Canada, Japan, 

Russia, Germany, and Ukraine, with species such as spruce, pine, fir, hemlock, Douglas fir, red cedar, 

larch, and Radiata pine. Taicang Port also handles imports from Southeast Asia, Africa, South America, 

and Oceania. 

 

Xin Min Zhou Port (Zhen Jiang, Jiangsu Province): Located in the lower reaches of the Yangtze River, 

Xin Min Zhou Port has seen continuous growth in wood import volumes in recent years. It imports 

wood from over 10 countries and regions, including New Zealand, the United States, and Canada. The 

main species imported are pine varieties, such as Radiata pine, Slash pines, and spruce. 

 

Guanhe Port (Lianyungang, Jiangsu Province): The International Wood Industry High-Tech Industrial 

Park in Guanyun County covers about 6.3 square kilometers. It includes facilities for port logistics, 

fumigation, drying, and both basic and advanced wood processing. The park plans to import 4 million 

cubic meters of timber each year. The site itself is 410,400 square meters and has areas for quarantine, 

pest control, inspections, storage, and transportation. It can handle pest control for up to 1 million cubic 

meters of timber annually. Category A facilities at the site can process untreated logs from places like 



 
   
   
 

 
 

Russia, Alaska (United States), and British Columbia (Canada). They can also perform Category B 

operations, which involve meeting quarantine and pest control requirements for high-risk plants, 

animals, and related products. 

 

Nansha Port (Guangzhou, Guangdong Province): Nansha Port, located in southern China, serves as a 

key hub for the Pearl River Delta, receiving goods from the United States as well as Southeast Asia. It is 

the only natural deep-water port in Guangzhou, making it a critical asset for the region. Nansha Port is 

also the second-largest container hub port in China and the largest domestic trade port in the country. 

 

Additionally, Chengdu (Sichuan Province) and Chongqing Municipality are becoming important 

transportation hubs for the wood industry, largely due to the connectivity provided by the China-Europe 

Railway Express. 

 

Distribution Channels 

 

When imported wood arrives via sea freight or land transport, it is either sold directly at port of entry (to 

reduce storage and logistics costs), or sent to major distribution hubs like Taicang and Rizhao ports for 

warehousing and initial processing. From these hubs, the wood is transported by rail or road to 

processing plants and wood market in Eastern and Northern China. Wood arriving in southern ports such 

as Nansha may be re-routed to wood markets and furniture manufacturing centers in Yunnan, Guizhou, 

Sichuan, Chongqing, Hunan, Hubei, Guangxi, Jiangxi, and Guangdong directly. 

 

At the final stage, distribution relies on traditional retail channels such as building material supermarkets 

and branded stores, while also leveraging modern methods like e-commerce platforms, live-streaming 

sales, futures trading, and international trade shows. These approaches address both bulk trade needs and 

customized demand. 

 

Trade Shows in China 

 

There are five major trade shows related to wood in China. 

 

Interzum Guangzhou 

City: Guangzhou, Guangdong Province 

Date: March 28-31 (Fixed dates each year). 

Website: www.interzum-guangzhou.com 

 

Interzum Guangzhou is the most influential wood trade show in South China and Asia's most 

comprehensive event for woodworking and upholstery machinery, furniture production, and interior 

décor. Both the American Hardwood Export Council and American Softwoods exhibit at this show 

annually. 

 

Qingdao International Furniture Fair (QIFF) 

City: Qingdao, Shandong Province 

Date: Held annually in May; for 2026, it will be May 15-18. 

Website: https://www.qiff.net/ 

 

http://www.interzum-guangzhou.com/
https://www.qiff.net/


 
   
   
 

 
 

The Qingdao International Furniture Fair is a professional trade event co-hosted by the Shandong 

Furniture Association and Shenzhen Furniture Industry Association. It focuses on the home furnishing 

industry and its supply chain, featuring topics such as solid wood, upholstered furniture, custom designs, 

office furniture, machinery, materials, smart technologies, and original designs. The fair aims to support 

the development of the home furnishing industry in northern China. 

 

DOMOTEX asia/ ChinaFloor  

City: Shanghai 

Date: Held annually in May; for 2026, it will be May 27-29. 

Website: https://www.domotexasiachinafloor.com 

 

DOMOTEX asia/CHINAFLOOR is the premier international B2B flooring trade show in the Asia-

Pacific region, uniting industry professionals from around the world. It serves as a key platform for 

networking, collaboration, and showcasing the latest innovations in flooring products, materials, and 

technologies. 

 

Sylva Wood and China International Furniture Fair (CIFF) 

City: Shanghai 

Date: Previously held in June; starting in 2025, it has moved to September. 

Website: https://www.sylvawoodexpo.com/ 

 

This year, Sylva Wood collaborated with the China International Furniture Fair (Shanghai) and the 

China International Furniture Machinery & Woodworking Machinery Fair (Shanghai).  

 

Furniture China and Maison Shanghai (FMC China) 

City: Shanghai 

Date: Held annually in September; for 2026, it will be September 8-11. 

Website: https://dts.jiagle.com/furniturechina/ 

 

This year marked the 30th session of Furniture China, which featured a concurrent event, Maison 

Shanghai, during the same week. Both the American Hardwood Export Council and American 

Softwoods have exhibited at this show. 

 

Other GAIN reports related to the wood market in China: China: Solid Wood Annual 2024 

 

For more information about U.S. wood market in China, please contact: 

 

 U.S. Agricultural Trade Office in Shenyang: atoshenyang@usda.gov 

 U.S. Agricultural Trade Office in Beijing: atobeijing@usda.gov 

 U.S. Agricultural Trade Office in Shanghai: atoshanghai@usda.gov 

 U.S. Agricultural Trade Office in Guangzhou: atoguangzhou@usda.gov 

 

Attachments: 

No Attachments. 

https://www.domotexasiachinafloor.com/
https://www.sylvawoodexpo.com/
https://dts.jiagle.com/furniturechina/
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Solid%20Wood%20Annual%202024_Beijing_China%20-%20People%27s%20Republic%20of_CH2024-0109.pdf
mailto:atoshenyang@usda.gov
mailto:atobeijing@usda.gov
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mailto:atoguangzhou@usda.gov

