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Report Highlights:  

Rice export prices remain unchanged at high levels.  Foreign buyers are reportedly seeking Indian rice 
after the government resumed its rice exports.



Market Tone

Rice export prices remain unchanged at high levels due to tight domestic supplies as MY2019/20 off-
season rice production is adversely affected by drought.  However, this week, domestic white rice paddy 
prices are leveling off at around 10,180 baht per metric ton (U.S. $315/MT), compared to 10,210 baht 
per metric ton (U.S. 316/MT) in the previous year.  Foreign buyers are reportedly seeking Indian white 
rice after the government announced the resumption of rice exports despite the government’s extension 
of the lockdown during the COVID-19 outbreak until May 3, 2020.  The quotations of Indian white rice 
were approximately U.S. $150/MT cheaper than Thai rice and U.S. $100/MT cheaper than Vietnamese 
rice.  However, traders expect that the contracted shipments of Indian rice will not take place until May 
or June.    

Rice Export Update

Unofficial and preliminary rice exports (excluding Hom Mali fragrant rice) for April 13-19, 2020, 
totaled 109,870 metric tons, up 51,926 metric tons from the previous week and up 30,315 metric tons 
from the four weeks moving average of 79,555 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice exports from January 1 – 
April 19, 2020, totaled 1,316,013 metric tons, down 40 percent from the same period last year.



Table 2: Weekly Rice Exports (Excluding Hom Mali Fragrant Rice) 

End of Report.
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