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Report Highlights:  

Rice export prices declined 6 percent as foreign buyers reportedly sought Vietnamese rice after the 
government resumed rice exports.



Market Tone

Rice export prices declined around 6 percent despite the strengthening of the Thai baht to 32.35 
baht/U.S. $1.00 from the previous week’s exchange rate of 32.60 baht/U.S. $1.00.  Foreign buyers 
reportedly sought Vietnamese white rice as the quotations were approximately U.S. $100/MT cheaper 
than Thai rice after the Vietnamese government resumed rice exports.  The Vietnamese government 
limited the volume of rice exports to around 400,000 metric tons in both April and May after 
temporarily banning rice exports in March 2020.  Vietnamese white rice remains U.S. $60-65/MT 
cheaper than Thai rice.  Thai rice exports prices remain high due to a surge in farm-gate paddy rice 
prices as MY2019/20 off-season rice production was adversely affected by drought.  Last week, average 
farm-gate prices of white paddy rice increased to a 12-year record high at 10,360 baht per metric ton 
(U.S. 320/MT), up 34 percent from the same period last year.    

Rice Export Update

Unofficial and preliminary rice exports (excluding Hom Mali fragrant rice) for April 6-12, 2020, totaled 
57,944 metric tons, down 16,732 metric tons from the previous week and down 14,326 metric tons from 
the four weeks moving average of 72,270 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice exports from January 1 – April 12, 
2020, totaled 1,216,143 metric tons, down 44 percent from the same period last year.



Table 2: Weekly Rice Exports (Excluding Hom Mali Fragrant Rice) 

End of Report.
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