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Report Highlights:  

Rice export prices increased around 3 percent to a seven-year record high in response to Vietnam’s 
temporary ban on rice exports.



Market Tone

Rice export prices further increased around 3 percent, particularly for white rice, to a seven-year record 
high in response to Vietnam’s ban on rice exports.  The ban on rice exports was imposed last week due 
to concerns about a shortage during the COVID-19 outbreak.  The ban is still in place; however, the 
Vietnamese Government announced that the ban would be temporary.  The Vietnamese Government 
wants to complete an inventory of its rice stocks before more rice is exported.  

Rice Export Update

Unofficial and preliminary rice exports (excluding Hom Mali fragrant rice) for March 23-29, 2020, 
totaled 44,154 metric tons, down 36,576 metric tons from the previous week and down 39,628 metric 
tons from the four weeks moving average of 83,782 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice exports from January 1 
– March 29, 2020, totaled 1,041,948 metric tons, down 41 percent from the same period last year.



Table 2: Weekly Rice Exports (Excluding Hom Mali Fragrant Rice) 
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