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Report Highlights: 

On February 15, 2023, Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/334 amending Annexes II and V to 

Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 lowering the maximum residue levels (MRLs) for clothianidin and 

thiamethoxam in or on certain products was published in the Official Journal (OJ). This Regulation 

enters into force on the twentieth day after its publication but will apply 36 months later in order to give 

food operators and third countries time to adapt. This means that as of March 7, 2026, imported products 

will no longer be able to contain residues of these two neonicotinoids. The proposed reduction in MRLs 

is not due to food safety concerns stemming from the presence of pesticide residues in imported foods, 

but rather based on a stated interest in protecting pollinators in countries outside of the EU. 

 



 
 

 
 

General Information:  

 

Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/334 reduces the current EU maximum residue levels (MRLs) for 

clothianidin and thiamethoxam to the limit of determination (LOD). The Regulation was published in 

the Official Journal (OJ) on February 15, 2023. It enters into force on the twentieth day after its 

publication in the OJ, but will only apply 36 months later in order to give food operators and third 

countries time to adapt. Imported products will no longer be able to contain residues of these two 

neonicotinoids as of March 7, 2026.  
 
The proposed reduction in MRLs is not due to food safety concerns stemming from the presence of 

pesticide residues in imported foods, but rather based on a stated interest in protecting pollinators in 

countries outside of the EU. As the EU cites global pollinator concerns, it is considering environmental 

factors for the MRL setting process in the EU. As such, it is imposing third countries to comply with the 

EU’s environmental standards as it affects imported foods. 

 

Once MRLs are reduced to the LOD (typically 0.01 ppm) trade may be affected unless import tolerances 

are granted. However, the EU requires that even import tolerance requests for these neonicotinoids will 

have to “provide relevant information to demonstrate that the Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) 

applying for the specific uses of the active substances are safe for pollinators.” That information, if 

submitted, would only be assessed on a case-by-case basis. However, it is unclear what “relevant 

information” would be considered and how it would be evaluated.  

 

Third countries are concerned that this will lead to the further reduction of MRLs based on 

environmental standards versus food safety considerations. Moreover, the EU has already publicly 

identified three other substances for potentially similar action: imidacloprid, quinoxyfen, and lufenuron.  

 

Background:  

 

As of December 2013, the EU prohibited the use of three neonicotinoids (clothianidin, imidacloprid, 

and thiamethoxam) on crops attractive to honeybees such as rapeseed, sunflowers, and soybeans.  In 

May 2018, the Commission further restricted the use of neonicotinoids except for the application in 

permanent greenhouses in the EU and banned a fourth one (thiacloprid) in January 2020, citing both 

acute and chronic risks to bees. Due to the EU’s restrictions on outdoor uses, the chemical companies 

(registrants) withdrew their applications for the renewal of approval of clothianidin and 

thiamethoxam and the EU approval expired in 2019.   

 

On January 20, 2021, the European Commission's Directorate General for Health and Food Safety (DG 

SANTE) held an information session with third countries as part of Farm to Fork Strategy efforts, to 

discuss for the first time the introduction of environmental factors into the EU MRL-setting process. 

 

In a June 2022 press release, the Commission publicly announced that it would propose - for the first 

time ever - a measure to follow up on its commitment to take account of global environmental 

considerations when deciding on MRLs in food. The Commission noted that “imported food containing 

measurable residues of prohibited substances should, over time, not be marketed in the EU. This will 

contribute to a virtuous circle and encourage third countries to also limit or prohibit the use of these 

pesticides, already banned in the EU.”  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmmail.dods.co.uk%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DTBSpwH2f8GghBtOAM5wSPWKaucLWE03LeHSJlhyJZXYt6AuMRui7iT3vyr3czG3k31t4F2HAxMVV1JvXTfqqKypTa0HW0a5yogGQvvFYDKMjiuaIB1aiJFtH4SNtvM2KWxa0cE9kPujTZQuVKtngP5XI2Vxaa-2BEj5YHclHszegaZvXas54Uh5PT8luqrulzkZPD5_erSxxEqQZrDcwK-2Fi6Tf-2BbxlXSA8QccLxKxHnfMf-2F9Qj2fuBay52FFTV5TjQdUAZ5gtDt2DyfbeFNxqKPAMn2DN-2BNoiAO2gG62o36i2mJq1PA4G7SlonKG0KU-2BiLwJRAbkKhhjyfIowxX9FRk370wCu76gUMFbQZF-2BwY6wRPwD1XG1b-2BW5X9KoUZloEzFVxQcWcwXid-2BsQyYFP0s2lDmvmGRnhT8nueynUUFV3GwVRwY-3D&data=05%7C01%7CDeBelderT%40state.gov%7Ca43809281e9845b4ddac08db13ec6718%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638125678282766312%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qOmKVl9s%2FuJw2UU0xORD7VqjAdA%2B7Ov4faCH3ky9vu0%3D&reserved=0


 
 

 
 

 

On July 6, 2022, the EU notified the WTO TBT Committee of the draft regulation to reduce EU MRLs 

for clothianidin and/or thiamethoxam to the limit of determination (LOD) on the basis of EU concerns 

with global pollinator declines (WTO/G/TBT/N/EU/908). The U.S. Government (USG) submitted 

comments to the WTO notification, as well as many other third countries with similar concerns. The 

European Union responded to the USG comments on January 26, 2023. 

 

Refer to the Regulation Annex for the specific crop groups and individual products for which the MRLs 

for clothianidin and thiamethoxam apply.  
  

Attachments: 

No Attachments. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.wto.org%2Fdol2fe%2FPages%2FFE_Search%2FFE_S_S009-DP.aspx%3Flanguage%3DE%26CatalogueIdList%3D286145%2C286122%2C286123%2C286144%2C286065%2C286066%26CurrentCatalogueIdIndex%3D3%26FullTextHash%3D%26HasEnglishRecord%3DTrue%26HasFrenchRecord%3DFalse%26HasSpanishRecord%3DFalse&data=05%7C01%7CDeBelderT%40state.gov%7Cd9f10d08c4fc47b842c208da60f9713e%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637928921709562852%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tJUQilR6ZprmAs9zeMKg9WDLwxPAI9bGfTzzXgPczsc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2023.047.01.0029.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2023%3A047%3ATOC

