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Report Highlights:

On June 10, 2025, the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) announced the revised definitions and
conversion rates for carcass and offal of selected livestock and poultry animals. These revisions will be
applied to compute the country’s meat supply as part of the PSA’s Supply Utilization Accounts. Most of
the conversion rates were revised upward. The PSA stated that other government agencies, academic
institutions, and the private sector may use these updated rates in their work.

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY USDA STAFF
AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY




Background

On June 10, 2025, the PSA announced the revised definitions and conversion rates for carcass and offal
of selected livestock and poultry animals, following the PSA Board’s approval last month. These
revisions were informed by a series of activities, including desk research, survey of key informants,
observation of slaughterhouse operations, and consultative meetings with the private sector and other

government

agencies.

The PSA will apply these revisions to compute the country’s meat supply as part of its Supply Utilization
Accounts (SUA) report. This report provides a comprehensive picture of supply (i.e., beginning stocks,

production, and imports) and utilization (e.g., per capita consumption, feeds and waste, and processing)
patterns for food and non-food commodities in the Philippines.

Revised Definitions and Conversion Rates

The updated definitions of carcass and offal specify the body parts included and excluded for each
livestock and poultry animal (Table 1). Prior to these changes, the PSA adopted the definitions and
conversion factors from the 1995 SUA Handbook. This handbook defines a carcass as the body of any
slaughtered animal after the removal of the offal, while offal refers to the by-products and other edible
parts of the animals, such as the head, tail, organ glands, and other tissue meats.

Table 1. Revised Definitions of Carcass and Offal by Animal Type

Animal Definition
Type Carcass Offal
Carabao | Weight of carcass Includes diaphragm, kidney, heart, heart fat, intestine fat, kidney
excluding offal and blood | fats, large intestine, liver, lungs, abomasum, omasum, reticulum,
pancreas, rumen, small intestine, spleen, tongue, genitals for
male and genito-urinary organs for female. Also includes
residual (head, tail, feet, hide).
Cattle Weight of carcass Includes diaphragm, kidney, heart, heart fat, intestine fat, kidney
excluding offal and blood | fats, large intestine, liver, lungs, abomasum, omasum,
reticulum, pancreas, rumen, small intestine, spleen, tongue,
genitals for male and genito-urinary organs for female. Also
includes residual (head, tail, feet, hide).
Goat Weight of carcass Includes diaphragm, kidney, heart, heart fat, intestine fat, kidney
including skin but fats, large intestine, liver, lungs, abomasum, omasum,
excluding offal and blood | reticulum, pancreas, rumen, small intestine, spleen, tongue, and
reproductive organs. Also includes residual (head and feet).
Hog Weight of carcass Including mesenteric fat, small intestines, large intestine,
including head and feet stomach, anus/rectum/urinary bladder/genitals, heart, lungs with
but excluding offal and trachea, liver, kidneys, spleen, pancreas, and diaphragm.
blood
Chicken | Weight of carcass Including heart, liver, kidney, intestine, gizzard, proventriculus,
excluding offal, blood, crop, spleen, and trachea.
head, feet, and feathers
Source: PSA



https://psa.gov.ph/content/psa-board-approves-adoption-revised-definitions-and-conversion-rates-carcass-and-offal
https://psa.gov.ph/publication/supply-utilization-accounts-selected-agricultural-commodities
https://psa.gov.ph/publication/supply-utilization-accounts-selected-agricultural-commodities

Most of the conversion rates were revised upward (Table 2), except for the carcass conversion rates of
carabao, cattle, and chicken, which remained the same. According to the PSA, other government
agencies, academic institutions, and the private sector may use the updated rates in their respective
work.

Table 2. Old and Revised Conversion Rates of Carcass and Offal by Animal Type (in percent)

Animal Carcass Conversion Rate | Offal Conversion Rate
Type Old Revised Old Revised
Carabao 50.0 50.0 8.6 26.8
Cattle 50.0 50.0 8.6 19.8
Goat 44.0 46.0 14.3 15.0
Hog 70.0 83.0 14.3 10.5
Chicken 77.0 77.0 - 8.0

Source: PSA

The updated carcass conversion rate for hog is higher than the rate used by the USDA Foreign
Agricultural Service (FAS) for Philippine production, which is approximately 70 percent. This rate is
used in the production, supply, and distribution forecasts and estimates for the Philippines. Other carcass
conversion factors are aligned with FAS.
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