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Major amendments to the Food Standards Australia New Zealand Act 1991 were passed by 
the Parliament on June 20, 2007. 
 
The purpose of the amendments was to expedite the development of food regulatory 
measures by Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) and improve the framework 
within which FSANZ operates and food standards are made. The amendments come into 
effect on October 1, 2007. 
 
A key amendment relates to applications, whereby all applications will be required to include 
certain minimum information as detailed in the FSANZ Act and in the Assessment Handbook. 
FSANZ will be able to reject an application if it does not meet the information requirements 
set out in the Guidelines. 
 
An application to amend the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code (the Code) will 
have to: 
 
• be in writing; and  
• be in the form specified in the Assessment Handbook; and  
• include all of the information and other details as indicated in the Assessment Handbook; 

and 
• identify the assessment procedure that, in the applicant's view, applies to the 

consideration of the application. 
 
All applications will be subject to an 'Administrative Assessment' on receipt by FSANZ. The 
main purpose of the Administrative Assessment is to determine whether the application 
meets the application requirements and the Procedure by which it should be assessed. 
 
Applications will then be assessed under one of three Procedures: 
 
• Minor - 3 months to notification to the Ministerial Council 
• General - 9 months to notification to the Ministerial Council 
• Major -12 months to notification to the Ministerial Council 
 
The Ministerial Council has no time requirements for its decision on a FSANZ 
recommendation and may direct that FSANZ review a particular recommendation only once. 
 
Source: Food Standards Australia New Zealand; Food & Beverage Importers Association 
 
Recent Marketing Reports from FAS/Canberra: 
 
These reports may be downloaded at the FAS Attaché Reports page at:  
http://www.fas.usda.gov/scriptsw/AttacheRep/default.asp. 
 

Report 
Number 

Title of Report Date 

AS7045 New Report Released Supporting GM Crops 08/20/2007 
AS7044 FAIRS Export Certificate Report 08/20/2007 
AS7043 Exporter Guide 08/13/2007 

AS7040 
Food & Agriculture Import Regulations & Standards (FAIRS) 
Country Report 

07/31/2007 

AS7039 Senate Committee Completes Inquiry into NZ Apple Decision 07/09/2007 
AS7037 New Import Risk Analysis Process Becomes Law 06/28/2007 

AS7021 
Additional Comment Sought on Proposed Nutrition & Health 
Claims Standard 

04/11/2007 
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AS7002 Promotion Opportunities Report 01/09/2007 
AS6060 Exporter Guide 09/29/2006 
AS6059 Export Certificates Report 09/27/2006 

AS6051 
Australia Launches Strategy to Gain Access to Southern Indian 
Food Market 

08/10/2006 

AS6048 Food & Agriculture Import Regulations & Standards 08/03/2006 
AS6018 Fortification of Cereal Based Beverages 03/22/2006 
AS6014 New Guide Available for Country of Origin Labeling Standard 03/09/2006 

AS6012 
Biosecurity Australia Begins Assessment of U.S. Stone Fruit 
for Import 

03/08/2006 

AS6011 
Comment Sought on Feasibility of Extending Country of Origin 
Labeling 

02/28/2006 

AS6007 
Comment Period for Proposed Health Claim Standard 
Extended 

02/02/2006 

AS6005 Fine Foods Trade Show 01/27/2006 
AS6003 Health Claims & Sugar Content of Fresh Fruit 01/24/2006 
 
 
 


