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Report Highlights:

On August 21, 2020, the Government of India’s Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 
modified Section 22 of the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 mandating that effective January 1, 2021, 
specific food product imports (fruits, vegetables and grains) into India identified in Annex-I must be 
accompanied by a certificate which states that the product is of non-GM origin and does not contain genetically 
modified organisms and also not genetically modified, to be issued by competent authority from the exporting 
country.  On August 26, FSSAI further clarified verbally that the order does not apply to processed food 
products prepared with any of the specific commodities listed in Annex-I.  However, FSSAI did not confirm 
whether the regulation applies to any listed commodities imported for animal feed.
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General Information:

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India’s (FSSAI) website http://www.fssai.gov.in/ and from follow-up verbal consultations with 
FSSAI officials.  The Office of Agricultural Affairs, USDA and/or the U.S. Government make no claim of 
accuracy or authenticity.

On August 21, 2020, FSSAI issued an order modifying Section 22 of the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 
stating that all food consignments specified in Annex-I attached to the order must include a certificate attesting 
that it is of non-GM origin and GM-free.  Annex-I of the order lists several GM crops grown globally, including 
alfalfa, apples, eggplant, vegetable bean, maize, wheat, melon, pineapple, papaya, plum, potato, rice, soybean, 
safflower, sugarcane, tomato and sweet pepper, among others.  The order states that the certificate should be 
issued by a competent authority of the exporting country and is effective January 1, 2021.  On August 26, 2020, 
FSSAI clarified verbally that the order does not apply to processed food products prepared with any of the 
specific commodities listed in Annex-I, but did not confirm if the regulation applies to any listed commodities 
imported as animal feed. 

The full text of the FSSAI order is shown below and is available on FSSAI’s website at: 
https://www.fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2020/08/5f3fb6de8a4f1Order_GM_Food_21_08_2020.pdf

http://www.fssai.gov.in/
https://www.fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2020/08/5f3fb6de8a4f1Order_GM_Food_21_08_2020.pdf
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Attachments:

No Attachments.


