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Report Highlights:

The southwest monsoon completely withdrew from the country by mid-October, ending a season 
where cumulative rainfall was ten percent higher than the normal fifty-year average. Kharif 2019 
season planting area was marginally lower than last year with major increases in cotton area offset by 
reduced area in rice and pulses.
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General Overview
According to the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD), overall 2019 southwest monsoon rains in 
India were ten percent higher than the long period average (LPA). The monsoon rains had intensified in 
August with rainfall 16 percent above average for the month, followed by heavy rains across Central and 
Southern India raising September monthly rainfall 52 percent above average. Of the total 678 districts 
across India. 77 percent reported normal to excess rains, with 23 percent reporting deficit rains. The 
states of Gujarat (Saurashtra), Rajasthan (East Rajasthan) and Madhya Pradesh (West Madhya Pradesh) 
reported the highest number of districts with excess rains.

Weather Outlook for the Next Two Weeks
IMD forecasts light/moderate, scattered to widespread rainfall very likely to occur over Konkan, Goa, 
Madhya Maharashtra, Karnataka, Coastal Andhra Pradesh and Kerala. Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu, 
Telangana and Rayalaseema are likely to experience light/moderate isolated to scattered 
rainfall.  Cumulatively, above normal rainfall is very likely over Maharashtra, Karnataka, Telangana, 
Andhra Pradesh, south Odisha, south Chhattisgarh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Tripura. During week two 
(Oct 17-23), rainfall activity is likely to increase further with above normal rainfall very likely over 
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, East Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Chhattisgarh, 
Jharkhand, Gangetic West Bengal Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Tripura and Manipur. It is likely to rain below 
normal over remaining parts of the country. For more details refer IMD Press release. 

Southwest Monsoon Withdraws as Northeast Monsoon Commences
On October 16, 2019, IMD issued a press release stating that the southwest monsoon has withdrawn 
from the entire country while the northeast monsoon rains have commenced over Tamil Nadu and 
adjoining areas of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Kerala.
For more details refer IMD Press release. 

Kharif 2019 Sowing Progress
According to the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare’s (MOAFW) September 27, 2019 report, 
the overall planting for Kharif 2019 season is less than one percent lower than last year. The increase in 
area of cotton has been offset by the reduction in planted area for paddy and pulses. Cotton area 
increased by more than five percent from last year (0.66 million hectares), while the area for paddy and 
pulses reduced by one percent and two percent, respectively (combined area changes of 0.70 million 
hectares). Planted area for pulses saw significant increases in Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh, and lower 
area in Maharashtra. Oilseeds area increased in Gujarat but mostly fell in Andhra Pradesh. Cotton area 
primarily increased in Maharashtra, Telangana and Rajasthan, with marginal area reduction reported in 
Gujarat.

http://www.imd.gov.in/pages/press_release_view.php?ff=20191010_pr_640
http://www.imd.gov.in/pages/press_release_view.php?ff=20191016_pr_641
http://agricoop.nic.in/sites/default/files/Cwwg-Data-as-on-27.09.2019.pdf
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Table 1. India: Kharif 2019 Sown Area (in million hectares)
Crop Area Sown in 2019 

on Sep 27, 2019
Area Sown in 2018 

on Sep 27, 2018
Normal Area 
on Sep 27**

Y-o-Y 
Change

Change from 
Normal

Rice 38.234 38.692 39.625 -1.18% -3.51%
Pulses 13.402 13.640 11.989 -1.74% 11.79%
Coarse 
Cereals

17.992 17.688 18.839 1.72% -4.50%

Oilseeds 17.948 17.928 18.196 0.11% -1.36%
Sugarcane 5.245 5.551 4.832 -5.51% 8.55%
Jute and 
Mesta

0.684 0.720 0.787 -5.00% -13.09%

Cotton 12.767 12.105 12.093 5.47% 5.57%
Total 106.272 106.324 106.361 -0.05% -0.08%
Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Government of India 
** Normal Area is the five-year average of the area from 2014-2018

Table 2. India: Southwest Monsoon Regional Rainfall Distribution 
June 1-September 30, 2019

Regions 2019 Actual 
(mm)

Normal 
(mm)

2019 Percentage Departure from 
Normal

Northwest India 586.0 599.5 -2%
Central India 1,262.8 976.6 +29%
Southern Peninsula 840.9 726.2 +16%
East and Northeast 
India

1,240.7 1,410.4 -12%

All India 968.3 880.6 +10%
* Normal rainfall is the fifty-year average of rainfall from 1951-2000 
Source: Indian Meteorological Department
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Image 1. India: Storage Status at 107 Major Reservoirs in Billion Cubic Meters (BCM) as on 
October 10, 2019

Source: Central Water Commission, Ministry of Jal Shakti
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Image 2: India: Monthly Rainfall Statistics in mm (southwest monsoon 2019)
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Attachments:

No Attachments.


