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Report Highlights:

According to the Indian Meteorological Department, the cumulative rainfall for the Southwest Monsoon 
2020 is two percent higher than normal fifty-year average of 710 millimeters, as of August 31, 2020.  
Planting area for the kharif crop is seven percent higher than last year, with significant area increases for 
rice, pulses, and oilseeds



Monsoon Recovers in August
During August, the southwest monsoon was very active in Central and Southern India which led to 
cumulative rainfall that was 27 percent above normal rain levels.  The intense monsoon rains in August 
raised the cumulative rainfall during the monsoon season to two percent above normal rain levels. More 
than 80 percent of the districts across India have received normal to excess rains. Additional rains in 
September will likely affect crops at various stages of growth, and excess flooding may lead to 
waterlogged fields, thereby impacting overall yields.

Weather Outlook for the Next Five Days
According to the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD), the southwest monsoon remains active over 
the states of Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Odisha, Bihar, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu, West Bengal, and southern Karnataka. These states are forecast to receive widespread rains 
during the next five days (Sep 2-5). Fairly widespread rainfall is expected in East and Northeast India 
and South Peninsular India on September 7-9.

Sowing Progress
According to the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare’s (MOAFW) August 28, 2020 report, 
overall planting area for the Kharif 2020 crop is seven percent higher than last year, but only one percent 
higher than the five-year average. Planting for all major crops is higher compared to last year. Telangana 
(rice, cotton), Madhya Pradesh (soybean, rice), Rajasthan (bajra), Gujarat (groundnut), Maharashtra 
(soybean, pulses - arhar and mungbean), and Karnataka (coarse cereals - maize, ragi; pulses – 
mungbean) have seen significant increases in planted area. For more details please refer All India Crop 
Situation dated August 28, 2020

Reservoir Storage
The Central Water Commission monitors the live storage status of 123 reservoirs around the country on 
a weekly basis. As per the reservoir storage bulletin dated August 27, 2020, the live storage available in 
these reservoirs is 131.172 billion cubic meters (BCM), which is 77 percent of total live storage 
capacity.  The live storage available in these reservoirs for the corresponding period last year was 
129.027 BCM (75 percent), and the average of the last 10 years live storage was 109.839 BCM (64 
percent). As such, the current storage position is better than the corresponding period last year and better 
than the average storage level of the last ten years during the corresponding period.

Out of 123 reservoirs, 114 reservoirs reported more than 80 percent of normal storage levels and 9 
reservoirs reported 80 percent or below of normal storage. Out of these 9 reservoirs, 1 has stored up to 
50 percent of normal storage.  According to the Central Water Commission, normal storage represents 
the average storage level of last ten years, close to normal storage represents a shortfall of up to 20 
percent of normal, deficient storage is where shortfall is greater than 20 percent of the normal and up to 
60 percent of the normal, highly deficient means shortfall is more than 60 percent of normal.

States that have better storage (in percentage) than last year for the corresponding period include 
Jharkhand, West Bengal, Tripura, Nagaland, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana (two combined projects in both states), Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana, and Kerala. For more details please refer the Reservoir Storage Bulletin.

http://agricoop.nic.in/sites/default/files/CWWG%20Data%20as%20on%2028.08.2020.pdf
http://agricoop.nic.in/sites/default/files/CWWG%20Data%20as%20on%2028.08.2020.pdf
http://www.cwc.gov.in/sites/default/files/30.07.2020-fb-pdf.pdf


Table 1. India: Southwest Monsoon Regional Rainfall Distribution
from June 1 to August 31, 2020

Regions 2020 Actual 
(mm)

Normal 
(mm)*

2020 Percentage Departure 
from Normal

Northwest India 446.7 490.2 -9%
Central India 966.8 799.3 21%
Southern Peninsula 680.1 566.1 20%
East and Northeast India 1,153.2 1,125.1 2%
All India 780.3 710.4 2%

*Normal Rainfall is the fifty-year average from 1951-2000
Source: Indian Meteorological Department

Table 2. India: Kharif 2020 Sown Area (in million hectares)

Crop
Area Sown in 

2020 as on 
August 28, 2020

Area Sown in 
2019 as on 

August 28, 2019

Normal 
Area on 

August 28**

Y-o-Y 
Change

Change 
from 

Normal
Rice 38.981 35.441 39.729 10% -2%
Pulses 13.457 12.865 12.888 5% 4%
Coarse Cereals 17.689 17.249 18.489 3% -4%
Oilseeds 19.329 17.099 17.808 13% 9%
Sugarcane 5.229 5.168 4.846 1% 8%
Jute and Mesta 0.697 0.686 0.787 2% -11%
Cotton 12.841 12.49 12.097 3% 6%
Total 108.223 100.998 106.644 7% 1%

Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Famers Welfare, Government of India
**Normal Area is the five-year average of the area from 2014-2018

















Attachments:

No Attachments.


