
THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY USDA STAFF 
AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY

Voluntary Report – Voluntary - Public Distribution Date:   April 06,2020

   Report Number: KZ2020-0005

Report Name: Kazakhstan Implements COVID-Related Export Restrictions for 
Staples

Country: Kazakhstan - Republic of

Post:  Nur-Sultan (Astana)

Report Category:   Agricultural Situation, Policy and Program Announcements, Trade Policy Monitoring, 
Trade Policy Incident Report, Agriculture in the News

Prepared By:  Timothy Harrison

Approved By: Timothy  Harrison

Report Highlights:

Citing concerns related to the state of emergency during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Government of Kazakhstan has implemented restrictions of certain food products deemed strategic.  
Of particular note, Kazakhstan has established a monthly export quota of 200,000 metric tons (MT) for 
wheat grain and 70,000 MT of wheat flour.
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General Information

Beginning on March 27, Kazakhstan implemented a number of export restrictions on staple food 
products, including some products for which Kazakhstan is an important regional supplier.  In 
particular, wheat and wheat flour are subject to export quotas, while many vegetable and oilseed 
products are prohibited for export.

The Kazakhstani government has stated that the restrictions are intended to ensure adequate supply 
of staples for the domestic market and to stabilize the economy during the current state of 
emergency.  Kazakhstan initially planned to ban all flour exports, while not limiting wheat grain 
exports.  However, this was revised to the current quota system due to concerns by the Kazakhstani 
milling industry.

The following products face a complete export ban.

Product Tariff Code
Buckwheat 1008.1000.09
White sugar 1701.99
Potatoes 0701
Onions, shallots, garlic 0703
Sunflower seed 1206
Sunflower oil 1512.11.910
Buckwheat grains 1103.1990.09

Additionally, Kazakhstan has limited exports of the following products.

Product Tariff Code April 2020 Quota Amount
Carrots, turnips, and beets 0706 TBD
Cabbages and other Brassica vegetables 0704 TBD
Wheat flour or wheat-rye flour 1101.00 70,000 MT
Wheat grain 1001 200,000 MT

The Ministry of Agriculture opened the wheat and wheat flour quota to exporters until April 4, 
2020.  Quota recipients will be required to sell 30 percent of the volume of their export quota on the 
domestic market at fixed prices.  Quota amounts have not yet be established for vegetables under 
headings 0706 and 0704.  

The complete text of the decree is available 
at: https://www.gov.kz/api/v1/public/assets/2020/4/2/5b7949f018897601ba06dcf3d333add9_original
.152697.pdf.

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.gov.kz/api/v1/public/assets/2020/4/2/5b7949f018897601ba06dcf3d333add9_original.152697.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CHarrisonTR@state.gov%7Cfe9af0ddd91f42c670f908d7d9e482a3%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637217447774049528&sdata=ladN4C5QobGlYkYCwM4LZQA7or6YaDu7Zy4/20K7ih4=&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.gov.kz/api/v1/public/assets/2020/4/2/5b7949f018897601ba06dcf3d333add9_original.152697.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CHarrisonTR@state.gov%7Cfe9af0ddd91f42c670f908d7d9e482a3%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637217447774049528&sdata=ladN4C5QobGlYkYCwM4LZQA7or6YaDu7Zy4/20K7ih4=&reserved=0
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Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) Issues Additional Layer of Restrictions

The Eurasian Economic Commission (EEC) of the EAEU additionally announced export restrictions on a 
number of products until June 30.  Those restrictions cover many of the same products covered by the 
Kazakhstani restrictions, in addition to soy, buckwheat products, and rye.  For additional information 
on the EAEU export restrictions, please see FAS Moscow GAIN Report RS2020-0013.

Attachments:

No Attachments.

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Temporary%2520EAEU%2520Export%2520Ban%2520on%2520Some%2520Food%2520Items_Moscow_Russian%2520Federation_04-02-2020&data=02%7C01%7CHarrisonTR@state.gov%7Cfe9af0ddd91f42c670f908d7d9e482a3%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637217447774059493&sdata=fkGOVClZKwyKjxSLWQA8heCBd86YxeE+kET5mJavQkQ=&reserved=0

