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Report Highlights: 

On September 26, 2022, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare/Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India (FSSAI) issued a clarification notice to its earlier notification F. No. 1829/Health 

Certificate/FSSAI/Imports (2021). The FSSAI clarification notice is in response to World Trade 

Organization (WTO) members having commented on the FSSAI Order of August 8, 2022, referencing 

the earlier FSSAI Notification No. 1829/Health Certificate/FSSAI/Imports (2021), that specify the 

requirements for health certificates and their format for milk and milk products, pork and pork products, 

and fish and fish products. The FSSAI communicates that it will proceed to accept for the import of milk 

and milk products, pork and pork products, and fish and fish products that use an integrated/single health 

certificate. This certificate must incorporate all FSSAI mandated food safety related requirements/ 

attestations necessary for import clearance in India. The compliance date is unchanged and is effective 

November 1, 2022. 
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DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Food Safety and 

Standards Authority of India’s (FSSAI) website http://www.fssai.gov.in. The Foreign Agricultural 

Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi, USDA and/or the U.S. 

government make no claim of accuracy or authenticity. The Government of India has not officially 

endorsed this report. Import approval for any product is subject to local rules and regulations as 

interpreted by Indian officials at the time of product entry. [Note: Use Google Chrome to access the 

links that do not open in Internet Explorer. Indian host sites will geo-block site access on a rolling basis]. 

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

On September 26, 2022, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare/Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India (FSSAI) issued a clarification notice to its earlier notification F. No. 1829/Health 

Certificate/FSSAI/Imports (2021) (see, Appendix I).  

 

The FSSAI clarification notice is in response to World Trade Organization (WTO) members having 

commented on the FSSAI Order of August 8, 2022, referencing the earlier FSSAI Notification No. 

1829/Health Certificate/FSSAI/Imports (2021), that specifies the requirements for health certificates and 

their format for milk and milk products, pork and pork products, and fish and fish products (see, 

Appendix II). The FSSAI clarification notice indicates that various WTO members remarked finding the 

FSSAI Order of August 8, 2022, and its specific requirements, as being duplicative in the sense that a 

sanitary/veterinary certificate for the foregoing products are already being issued by the exporting 

country’s competent authority.    

 

The FSSAI, however, is communicating through its clarification notice that it will proceed to accept for 

the import of milk and milk products, pork and pork products, and fish and fish products that use an 

integrated/single health certificate. This certificate must incorporate all the FSSAI mandated food safety 

related requirements/attestations necessary for import clearance in India. The compliance date also 

remains unchanged and is effective as of November 1, 2022.  

 

The intent of the FSSAI measure is being widely interpreted by India’s food and agricultural products 

trade partners as unnecessarily trade restrictive. The new FSSAI clarification does not provide any 

recourse from the previous notification of August 3, 2022 (see, GAIN-INDIA IN2022-0069 – India’s 

FSSAI Issues Notification Requiring Health Certificate to Accompany Imports of Milk and Milk 

Products – Pork and Pork Products – Fish and Fish Products).  

 

The FSSAI has verbally informed Post that an integrated/single heath certificate will be required for 

milk and milk products used for and in nutraceutical products. The FSSAI clarifies that nutraceuticals 

are being classed as a food product; or at the least partly seen as a food that provides the human body 

with medical or health benefits (see, Food Safety and Standards (Health Supplements, Food for Special 

Dietary Use, Food for Special Medical Purpose, Functional Food and Novel Food) Regulations, (2016). 

 

Background:  
 

The FSSAI notification F. No. 1829/Health Certificate/FSSAI/Imports (2021), requires that effective 

November 1, 2022, all milk, and milk products; pork and pork products; and fish and fish products, 

http://www.fssai.gov.in/
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=India%27s%20FSSAI%20Issues%20Notification%20Requiring%20Health%20Certificates%20to%20Accompany%20Imports%20of%20Milk%20and%20Milk%20Products%20-%20Pork%20and%20Pork%20Products%20-%20Fish%20and%20Fish%20Products_New%20Delhi_India_IN2022-0069.pdf
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=India%27s%20FSSAI%20Issues%20Notification%20Requiring%20Health%20Certificates%20to%20Accompany%20Imports%20of%20Milk%20and%20Milk%20Products%20-%20Pork%20and%20Pork%20Products%20-%20Fish%20and%20Fish%20Products_New%20Delhi_India_IN2022-0069.pdf
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=India%27s%20FSSAI%20Issues%20Notification%20Requiring%20Health%20Certificates%20to%20Accompany%20Imports%20of%20Milk%20and%20Milk%20Products%20-%20Pork%20and%20Pork%20Products%20-%20Fish%20and%20Fish%20Products_New%20Delhi_India_IN2022-0069.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffssai.gov.in%2Fupload%2Fuploadfiles%2Ffiles%2FCompendium_Nutra_29_09_2021.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CBeillardMJ%40state.gov%7C74cf8812990d4422a31308dab0f6f422%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638016871946821163%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4Z0P0Fm6J5B0b2gAQA6tG%2BosYmk38PG4nG4IYqcf15E%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffssai.gov.in%2Fupload%2Fuploadfiles%2Ffiles%2FCompendium_Nutra_29_09_2021.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CBeillardMJ%40state.gov%7C74cf8812990d4422a31308dab0f6f422%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638016871946821163%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4Z0P0Fm6J5B0b2gAQA6tG%2BosYmk38PG4nG4IYqcf15E%3D&reserved=0
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imported into India need to be accompanied with a health certificate issued by the competent authority 

of the exporting country in the format published in the FSSAI notification as Annexure-I.   

 

The full text of the current FSSAI clarification as well as previous notification F. No. 1829/Health 

Certificate/FSSAI/Imports (2021) are accessible on the FSSAI website located at: FSSAI clarification 

dated August 3, 2020 and Current Clarification dated September 26, 2022. 

  

https://fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2022/09/63319d965a303Order_Import_Certificate_26_09_2022.pdf
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2022/09/63319d965a303Order_Import_Certificate_26_09_2022.pdf
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2022/08/62eb545fc190aOrder_Import_Certificate_03_08_2022.pdf
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APPENDIX I: FSSAI CLARIFICATION ON REQUIREMENT OF HEALTH CERTIFICATE 

TO ACCOMPANY IMPORTS OF MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS – PORK AND PORK 

PRODUCTS – FISH AND FISH PRODUCTS  
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APPENDIX II: FSSAI ORDER OF AUGUST 8, 2022 
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Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


