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Report Highlights: 

FAS New Delhi, following months of arduous deliberations, secured confirmation from the Food Safety and 

Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), Import Division, that labeling requirements for bulk consignments of 

primary food products including food grains, dry fruits (i.e., tree nuts such as almonds and walnuts), pulses, 

fruits, whole spices, and the like, remain subject to and will continue to follow the FSSAI published labeling 

guidelines for 2012 and 2016. This measure remains in effect until the new FSSAI Food Safety and Standards 

(Labeling and Display) Regulations (2020) take effect on November 17, 2021. In calendar year 2020, U.S. 

exports of tree nuts to India reached a record $914 million and, by volume, surpassed 245,126 metric tons (MT).  

Consignments of U.S. almonds, harmonized tariff system (HS) code 0802.11.0000 (fresh/dry/not shelled), 

alone, totaled $784 million by value and 210,896 MT by volume.  
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DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India’s (FSSAI) website http://www.fssai.gov.in. The U.S. Embassy in New Delhi – Foreign 

Agricultural Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs (OAA), USDA and/or the U.S. government make no 

claim of accuracy or authenticity. The Government of India has not officially endorsed this report. Import 

approval for any product is subject to local rules and regulations as interpreted by Indian officials at the time of 

product entry. [Note: Use Google Chrome to access the links if they do not open in Internet Explorer].  

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 
 

On June 9, 2021, FAS New Delhi, following months of arduous deliberations, secured confirmation from the 

Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), Import Division, that labeling requirements for bulk 

consignments of primary food products including food grains, dry fruits (i.e., tree nuts such as almonds, 

walnuts, and pistachios), pulses, fruits, whole spices, and the like, remain subject to and will continue to follow 

the FSSAI published labeling guidelines for 2012 and 2016. 

 

This measure remains in effect until November 16, 2021, with the new FSSAI Food Safety and Standards 

(Labeling and Display) Regulations (2020) coming into force on November 17, 2021 (see, Appendix I – FSSAI 

Food Safety and Standards (Labeling and Display) Regulations (2020) – Labeling of Imported Foods, 

Requirements, as published in the Gazette of India: Extraordinary - Part III, Sec 4). 

 

The authority clarifies that as per Regulation 5 (11) of Food Safety and Standards (FSS) (Labeling and Display) 

Regulations (2020), labeling requirements for imported products shall be governed by the Food Safety and 

Standards (Import) Regulations (2017) in addition to the requirement mentioned in FSS (Labeling and Display) 

Regulations (2020) and as per Regulation 1(3) of FSS (Labeling and Display) Regulations (2020), Food 

Business Operator shall comply to these regulations (except Chapter - 3) by November 17, 2021. 

 

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India in its August 9, 2016, guidelines pertaining to the food 

import clearance process, included dry fruits (i.e., tree nuts) in the category of primary food products and 

clarified that the name and address of the importer can be verified from the accompanying documents of the 

consignment (see, Appendix II – FSSAI Guidelines Related to Food Import Clearance Process by FSSAI’s 

Authorized Officer, August 9, 2016).   

 

In its earlier guidance of March 23, 2012, the FSSAI stated the minimum labeling requirements for primary 

food products imported in loose, bulk form as the Name of Food and the Name and Address of the importer 

with [*] note which elaborates that these two requirements can be verified from the accompanying shipping 

documents (see, Appendix III – FSSAI Guidelines Related to Food Import Clearance Process by FSSAI’s 

Authorized Officer, March 23, 2012; Serial No. 4 in the table). 

 

In calendar year 2020, U.S. exports of tree nuts to India reached a record $914 million and, by volume, 

surpassed 245,126 metric tons (MT).  Consignments of U.S. almonds, harmonized tariff system (HS) code 

0802.11.0000 (fresh/dry/not shelled), alone, totaled $784 million by value and 210,896 MT by volume.  U.S. 

tree nut exports to India from January to April 2021 were valued at $233 million, down 13 percent, but at 

62,221 MT are now up 18 percent by volume compared to the same period last year.  Similarly, exports of 

almonds in 2021 at $195 million are down nine percent compared to 2021, but at over 55,228 MT by volume, 

exports are running blazing hot, up 27 percent.   

http://www.fssai.gov.in/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffssai.gov.in%2Fupload%2Fnotifications%2F2020%2F12%2F5fd87c6a0f6adGazette_Notification_Labelling_Display_14_12_2020.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CBeillardMJ%40state.gov%7C6223ceaf325b423b473e08d92f2ef713%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637592701040114011%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YyeYquRfebDnrod2EDBCV11Du0YIlLMyCvSxEir1boU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffssai.gov.in%2Fupload%2Fnotifications%2F2020%2F12%2F5fd87c6a0f6adGazette_Notification_Labelling_Display_14_12_2020.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CBeillardMJ%40state.gov%7C6223ceaf325b423b473e08d92f2ef713%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637592701040114011%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YyeYquRfebDnrod2EDBCV11Du0YIlLMyCvSxEir1boU%3D&reserved=0
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Indian demand for U.S.-origin tree nuts, especially for almonds and walnuts has skyrocketed thanks to the 

consumption of tree nuts becoming identified as promoting improved consumer health during the coronavirus 

(COVID-19) pandemic.   

 

TABLE 1: U.S. Exports of Tree Nuts to India, 2016-2021 (Metric Tons, U.S. Dollars) 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau Trade Data, USDA/FAS Global Trade Agricultural System (GATS) BICO-HS10, FAS New Delhi office 

research. 

 

The volumes highlight the importance of obtaining a workable labeling clarification for bulk primary food 

product shipments, especially for almonds.  In 2020, the equivalent of some 10,188 forty-foot containers 

(containing roughly 20.7 MT each) shipped; now through April 2021, the equivalent of 2,668 containers have 

shipped). 
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APPENDIX I – FSSAI FOOD SAFETY AND STANDARDS (LABELING AND DISPLAY) REGULATIONS 

(2020) – LABELING OF IMPORTED FOODS, REQUIREMENTS 
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APPENDIX II – FSSAI GUIDELINES RELATED TO FOOD IMPORT CLEARANCE PROCESS BY FSSAI’S 

AUTHORIZED OFFICER, AUGUST 9, 2016 
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APPENDIX III – FSSAI GUIDELINES RELATED TO FOOD IMPORT CLEARANCE PROCESS BY 

FSSAI’S AUTHORIZED OFFICER, MARCH 23, 2012 
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Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


