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Report Highlights: 

On April 16, the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) forecasted a normal 2021 Southwest 

Monsoon, suggesting that June to September rainfall will likely be 98 percent of the Long Period 

Average (LPA) of 88 cm.  Above normal high temperatures are forecast from April to June in north, 

northwest India and a few divisions of east central India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

General Information 

On April 16, the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) forecasted a normal Southwest Monsoon for 

2021 suggesting that June to September rainfall will be 98 percent of the Long Period Average (LPA) 

with a model error of plus/minus 5 percent.  Southwest monsoon seasonal (June to September) rainfall 

over the entire country is expected to be normal (96-104 percent). The LPA of the season’s rainfall over 

the country as a whole for the period 1961-2010 is 88 cm. The forecast suggests a maximum probability 

(40 percent) for normal rainfall during the upcoming season that is expected to result in well-distributed 

rainfall across the country.   
 

Monsoon Onset Date and Second Stage Forecast During the Last Week of May 2021 

IMD will issue updated forecasts during the last week of May/first week of June as a part of the second 

stage forecast.  In addition to an update for its April forecast, IMD will also issue separate forecasts for 

the month of June and seasonal (June-September) rainfall over the four broad geographical regions of 

India. For more details, please refer: IMD first stage Southwest Monsoon forecast 

 

Seasonal Outlook for Temperatures during April – June 2021 

On March 31, the IMD forecasted warmer seasonal average maximum temperatures over the 

meteorological subdivisions of north, northwest India and a few divisions of east central India 

(Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Odisha).  Most of the subdivisions of South Peninsular India and a few 

subdivisions of east (Gangetic West Bengal), northeast (Sikkim and Sub Himalayan West Bengal, and 

Assam) and extreme north India (Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh) are likely to experience below 

normal maximum temperatures. For more details, please refer: IMD Seasonal Outlook Temperature for 

April-June, 2021  
 

 

 

https://internal.imd.gov.in/press_release/20210416_pr_1073.pdf
https://internal.imd.gov.in/press_release/20210331_pr_1061.pdf
https://internal.imd.gov.in/press_release/20210331_pr_1061.pdf


 
   
   
 

 
 

 

Source: Indian Meteorological Department  



 
   
   
 

 
 

Table 1. Probability Forecast for Southwest Monsoon 2021 

Category  Rainfall Range (% of LPA)  Forecast Probability (%) 

Deficient Less than 90 14 

Below Normal Between 90-96 25 

Normal Between 96-104 40 

Above Normal Between 104-110 16 

Excess Greater than 110 5 

Source: Indian Meteorological Department 

 

 

Table 2. IMD Southwest Monsoon Onset Date (actual vs forecast) 

Year Actual Onset Date Forecast Onset Date Actual Rainfall (% of LPA) 

2014 6th June 5th June 88 

2015 5th June 30th May 86 

2016 8th June 7th June 97 

2017 30th May 30th May 95 

2018 29th May 29th May 91 

2019 8th June 6th June 110 

2020 1st June 5th June 109 

Source: Indian Meteorological Department 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


