
THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY USDA STAFF 
AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY

Voluntary Report – Voluntary - Public Distribution Date:   November 05,2020

Report Number: JA2020-0185

Report Name: HPAI Detected in Commercial Layer Flock in Kagawa

Country: Japan

Post:  Tokyo

Report Category:   Agricultural Situation, Poultry and Products, Sanitary/Phytosanitary/Food Safety

Prepared By:  Aki Imaizumi

Approved By: Alexander  Blamberg

Report Highlights:

On November 5, Japan’s Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries confirmed a detection of highly 
pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) in a commercial layer flock in Mitoyo City, Kagawa Prefecture.  
Approximately 330,000 chickens will be culled as a result.  Japan last detected HPAI in commercial 
chickens in January 2018.



General Information:

On November 5, Japan’s Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) announced that highly 
pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) had been detected on a layer operation in Mitoyo City, Kagawa on 
November 4.  The operation will undergo cleaning and disinfection, resulting in the cull of 
approximately 330,000 layers.  The announcement follows a confirmed detection of HPAI in wild duck 
droppings in Monbetsu, Hokkaido Prefecture on October 24.

This marks the first detection of HPAI in the commercial chicken population since January 2018 when 
HPAI was detected on a commercial operation in Sanuki City, Kagawa Prefecture.  That detection 
resulted in the cull of 90,000 head.

In 2019, Kagawa prefecture accounted for three percent of Japan’s layer population and two percent of 
the broiler population.  Japan’s total chicken population was estimated at 323 million (138 million 
broilers, 185 million layers).  Domestic production accounts for around 62 percent of Japan’s chicken 
supply with the remaining 38 percent comprised of imports primarily from Brazil and Thailand.

For more details on Japan’s poultry market, see the FAS/Tokyo Poultry and Products Annual Report.
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