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DISCLAIMER: This report was prepared by the Office of Agricultural Affairs of the USDA/Foreign 

Agricultural Service in Santiago Chile for U.S. exporters of domestic food and agricultural products. While 

every possible care was taken in the preparation of this report, information provided may not be completely 

accurate either because policies have changed since its preparation, or because clear and consistent information 

about these policies was not available. It is highly recommended that U.S. exporters verify the full set of import 

requirements with their foreign customers, who are normally best equipped to research such matters with local 

authorities, before any goods are shipped. FINAL IMPORT APPROVAL OF ANY PRODUCT IS SUBJECT 

TO THE IMPORTING COUNTRY'S RULES AND REGULATIONS AS INTERPRETED BY BORDER 

OFFICIALS AT THE TIME OF PRODUCT ENTRY. 

 

Please contact this office if you have any comments, corrections or suggestions about the material 

contained in this report: 

Office of Agricultural 

Affairs Foreign Agricultural 

Service 

U.S. Embassy Santiago, Chile 

Agsantiago@fas.usda.gov 

  

mailto:Agsantiago@fas.usda.gov
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Executive Summary 

 

This report outlines the necessary certificates that need to accompany all imports of food products to 

Chile.  The Chilean Agricultural and Livestock Service (SAG) requires certifications to prevent the 

introduction of plant pests or animal diseases in Chile while the Ministry of Health (MOH) protects 

human health. A certificate of origin is required by the customs office to apply import tariff benefits, 

all U.S. products are duty free since January 1, 2015. 
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Section I. List of All Export Certificates Required by Government (Matrix): 

 

  

Product (s) Title of 

Certificate 
Attestation 

Required 

on 

Certificate 

Purpose Requesting 

Ministry 

All product Certificate of 

Origin 

Country of 

origin of the 

product 

Tariff 

rate 

applicat

ion 

Customs 

All products Certificate of 

Free Sale 
Product are sold 

in the country of 

origin 

Food safety Ministry of 

Health 

Meat and meat 

products (Beef, 

pork, and poultry) 

and dairy 

Sanitary 

declarations 
Country of 

origin sanitary 

status and 

animal health 

declarations 

Animal 

health and 

food safety 

Ministry of 

Agriculture 

Animal products 

(genetic material) 

Sanitary 

declarations 
Country of 

origin sanitary 

status and 

animal health 

declarations 

Animal health Ministry of 

Agriculture 

Vegetable 

products 

phytosanitary 

declarations 

Country of 

origin sanitary 

status and plant 

health 

declarations 

Plant health Ministry of 

Agriculture 

Live animals Sanitary 

declarations 

Country of 

origin sanitary 

status and 

animal health 

declarations 

Animal health Ministry of 

Agriculture 

Sea products Sanitary 

declarations 

Animal health 

and country of 

origin 

Animal health Fishery 

Service 

Pharmaceutical 

and medicines 

for veterinary 

use 

Composition 

declarations 

Medical 

properties 

Animal health Ministry of 

Agriculture 
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Section II. Purpose of Specific Export Certificate(s) 

 

The Government of Chile requires that all imported food and agricultural products be accompanied by 

three documents: Certificate of Origin, Certificate of Free Sale, and the Sanitary or Phytosanitary 

Certificate. 

 

a. Certificate of Origin: This certificate states the product’s country of origin. The purpose of 

this certificate is to establish if a preferential duty rate is applicable. This document must 

always accompany the product. In the United States, the office of Customs and Border 

Protection provides a template for this certificate. A sample of the certificate is in the 

Appendix.  

 

b. Certificate of Free Sale: This document certifies that the product has sanitary authorization and 

is sold in the country of origin. In the United States, FDA and State Departments of 

Agriculture and Public Health issue this certificate. This document must always accompany 

the product. A sample state free sale certificate is in the Appendix. 
 

c. Sanitary or Phytosanitary certificate: Depending on the nature of them product, exporters must 
provide either a sanitary or phytosanitary certificate. A sanitary certificate is required for 

animal products, while a phytosanitary certificate is required for plant products (i.e. fruits, 
vegetables).  

o Sanitary Certificate: In the United States, this document is issued by the Food Safety 

Inspection Service (FSIS) for all meat products, and by the Agricultural Marketing 
Service (AMS) for dairy products. It certifies that the animal product and byproducts 

were carefully examined and comply with all the sanitary requirements of Chile. This 
certificate may include specific declarations. A sample certificate is included in the 

Appendix. 

It is extremely important when exporting any agricultural/animal product to Chile, the 

name, address, and official number of the plant on the sanitary certificate matches the 

name, address, and official number on the label of the product (s). 
 

Note: See Section V for production process monograph/registration requirements. 

 

o Phytosanitary Certificate: In the United States, this document is issued by the Animal 

and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) and certifies that the plants, parts of 

plants, or vegetable products have been carefully examined and comply with all of the 

phytosanitary requirements of the importing country, which are specified in the 

additional declarations. 

 

For vegetable products unregulated by Chilean laws, the importer must submit a Pest 

Risk Analysis (PRA) petition to SAG prior to import. You can find a sample of the 

certificate in the attachment and the complete risk characterization here. 

 

d. Other Specific Certifications 

 

https://www.cbp.gov/document/guides/certification-origin-template
https://www.cbp.gov/document/guides/certification-origin-template
https://www.fda.gov/food/exporting-food-products-united-states/food-export-certificates
https://www.fas.usda.gov/certificate-free-sale-point-contact-list
https://www.fas.usda.gov/certificate-free-sale-point-contact-list
https://www.fas.usda.gov/certificate-free-sale-point-contact-list
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/international-affairs/exporting-products/export-library-requirements-by-country/Chile
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/imports-exports/chile-dairy-exports
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/importexport
https://www.sag.gob.cl/ambitos-de-accion/categorias-de-riesgo-fitosanitario
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Certificate of Custom Destination and the Certificate of Use and Disposal from the Ministry of 

Health 

 

The Certificate of Custom Destination is a certificate used to move the product from the custom’s 

warehouse to a private one, which reduces the importing company’s storage costs. 

 

The Certificate of Use and Disposal is the document issued by the Ministry of Health (SEREMI de 

Salud) and allows the product to be sold to the public. In order to issue this certificate, the SEREMI de 

Salud is entitled to sample the products using the parameters established in Title V, Article 173 of the 

Food Sanitary Regulations (RSA). 

 

Pharmaceutical and Foods with Medicinal Properties: No additional certificates are required. 

 

SAG will approve the pharmaceutical and foods with medicinal properties products for import within 

3 days, if it is within compliance.  Sample certificates are in the Appendix.  

 

 

Section III. Specific Attestation Required on Export Certificate(s) 

 

Animal and Animal Products 

Depending on the nature of the product, Chile requires specific declarations on the certificates. Chile 

and USDA authorities have negotiated protocols and declarations for all U.S. products eligible to be 

exported to Chile. To review the list of eligible products to export to Chile, please review the FSIS 

Export library, the APHIS IREGS, and the NOAA export requirements. 

 

In the case of beef, pork, poultry and their products, Chile requires the FSIS Form 9060-5 

and additional declarations related to the sanitary status of the country and animal health.  

Those declarations can be found on the FSIS Export Library. 

 

For animal health declarations, this includes live animal (horses, cattle, one-day chicks, birds, zoo 

animals, laboratory animals), reproductive material like embryos and semen, please refer to the 

APHIS Chile -Summary of Requirements for Live Animals. For animal feeds, pet food and chews, 

planktonic species intended for animal feeding, poultry feathers and poultry meals please refer to 

APHIS Animal Products to Chile. 

 

Prepared Foods 

 

Processed food products (for human or animal consumption) with ingredients of animal origin must 

obtain prior authorization from SAG. The exporter must submit the process monograph to SAG for 

each product. Products authorized under this method are listed on the “Official List of Products 

Authorized to be Exported to Chile by Monograph”. A copy of the guide to prepare the process 

monograph can be found in the Appendix section. Products authorized under this method will not need 

further certification but their ingredients must come from a plant or establishment authorized to export 

to Chile. In the case of beef and poultry, all establishments under Federal supervision are eligible to 

http://usdachile.cl/sitio_eng/sanitary-regulation/
http://usdachile.cl/sitio_eng/sanitary-regulation/
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/international-affairs/exporting-products/export-library-requirements-by-country/Chile
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/international-affairs/exporting-products/export-library-requirements-by-country/Chile
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/importexport
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/export-requirements-country-and-jurisdiction-f#chile
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/international-affairs/exporting-products/export-library-requirements-by-country/Chile
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/export/international-standard-setting-activities-oie/regionalization/sa_by_country/sa_c/ct_animal_chile
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/export/international-standard-setting-activities-oie/regionalization/sa_by_country/sa_c/ct_animal_chile
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/export/iregs-for-animal-product-exports/sa_international_regulations/sa_by_country/sa_c/ct_product_chile
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/export/iregs-for-animal-product-exports/sa_international_regulations/sa_by_country/sa_c/ct_product_chile
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export to Chile.  In the case of dairy products, the ingredients must come from a plant listed on the 

FDA list of plants that have interest in exporting to Chile. If the product contains more than one 

ingredient of animal origin, it needs to have a certificate for each of the ingredients. 

 

Fishery Products 

There are two certificates negotiated between Chilean Fishery Agency (SERNAPESCA) and the 

U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) that are for exclusive use for 

Chile. 

 

1. Certificate of Legal Origin: This document certifies that the aquatic resource identified herein and 

under the described conditions was obtained by individuals authorized to engage in fishing activities in 

accordance with the standing national and international fisheries regulations applicable in their country 

of origin.  It further certifies that the aquatic resource used to process the product described, and under 

the described conditions, was obtained and processed by individuals authorized to engage in such 

activities, in accordance to standing national and international regulations applicable in their country of 

origin.  A copy of the certificate can be found in the Appendix.  

 

2. Export Health Certificate: This certificate is used to export live and processed lobster to Chile. 

The declaration states that the product was inspected for quality and condition, the product was 

found to be alive, good quality and condition and fit for human consumption. A copy of the 

certificate can be found in the Appendix. 

 

Plants and Vegetable Products 

U.S. exports of plants and vegetable products to Chile require a certificate with specific declarations 

issued by APHIS. The purpose of the declaration is to ensure Chilean authorities that imports do not 

represent a risk to the biodiversity of the country. 

The specific requirements in Spanish can be found in SAG’s website Phytosanitary Requirements for Plant 

and Vegetable Imports.  Exporters should contact their APHIS representative, prior to export, to obtain the 

proper certification. 

 

 

Section IV. Government Certificate’s Legal Entry Requirements 

 

 Chilean authorities only accept original documents. However, due to COVID-19 the 

Agricultural and Livestock Service (SAG) is accepting electronic copies to clear shipments. 

The importer needs to present online affidavit stating that the original certificate will be given 

to SAG within 60 days. 

 Certificates are required for each single shipment. 

 Certificates of free sale may be issued by state or federal authorities. Sanitary or 

phytosanitary certificates must be issued by a Federal regulatory agency.  

 Chilean authorities specifically require a Certificate of Free Sale. 

 

Section V. Other Certification/Accreditation Requirements 

 

Production process monograph/registration requirements 

https://www.fda.gov/food/exporting-food-products-united-states/list-us-dairy-product-manufacturersprocessors-interest-exporting-chile
https://defensa.sag.gob.cl/reqmercado/
https://defensa.sag.gob.cl/reqmercado/
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Prior to import, some animal products and animal sub-products must undergo a monograph 

evaluation. Among the products that need to be evaluated are feathers, wool, egg byproducts, meat 

and meat products (bovine, pork, and poultry), animal feed- like ingredients, and formulated 

additives in any of their forms. 

 

Some aspects to consider before submitting the monograph: 

 It is a process done prior to import and does not replace the documents required by Customs 

and the Sanitary Certificate. 

 Due to the complexity of the data evaluated, the Chilean Ministry of Agriculture (SAG) 

requires at least 30 days to review the data/form before approving it. 

 The form submitted to SAG must be completed in Spanish and will not be processed 

until all the information is provided. 

 The Appendix provides a guide on how to submit the monograph. 
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Appendix 

 

1.- NOAA Certificate of Legal Origin 
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2.- NOAA Certificate of Origin for Chile 

 

  



 

11 

 

3.- Certificate of Free Sale 
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4.- Certificate of Origin 
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5.- Custom Destination
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6.- Guide to Prepare and Submit a Production Process Monograph 
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7.- Request for Monograph Evaluation 
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8. Pest Risk Analysis 
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9.- Use and Disposal 
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10.-  FSIS form 9060-5 
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11.- APHIS Form 572 
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Attachments:   

No Attachments 
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