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Report Highlights:

On June 22, 2020, the Government of India’s (GOI) Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 
(FSSAI) issued new standards on alcohol-free beer, and the use of certain food colors and additives in 
distilled spirits.



DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from FSSAI’s website, 
http://www.fssai.gov.in/. The Office of Agricultural Affairs and/or the U.S. Government make no claim 
of accuracy or authenticity.

On June 22, 2020, the Government of India’s (GOI) Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 
(FSSAI) issued a directive to operationalize certain provisions of the draft Food Safety and Standards 
(Alcoholic Beverages) Amendment Regulations, 2020. The provisions include the addition of alcohol-
free beer as a separate product category. According to the directive, alcohol-free beer (alcohol by 
volume 0.0 percent), shall comply with the limits specified for regular beer for all other parameters.  The 
inclusion of alcohol-free beer category in FSSAI standards will remove any ambiguity with regards to 
its classification/nomenclature, which was leading to delays in shipment clearances at ports, due to the 
lack of appropriate definitions and standards.

In this directive, FSSAI also permitted the use of new colors and additives in distilled spirituous 
beverages, as per the draft Food Safety and Standards (Food Product Standard and Food Additive) 
Amendment Regulations, 2020. According to the FSSAI Food Categorization System, distilled 
spirituous beverages include beverages containing more than 15 percent alcohol. 

The full text of the directive is pasted below and can also be accessed from FSSAI’s website link below 
-
Direction of Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 dated 22nd June 2020 regarding operationisation of 
certain provisions of draft Food Safety and Standards (Alcoholic Beverages) Amendment Regulations, 
2020 and draft Food Safety and Standards (Food Product Standards and Food Additive) Amendment 
Regulations, 2020

http://www.fssai.gov.in/
https://foodlicensing.fssai.gov.in/PDF/Food_Categorization_Code.pdf
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2020/06/5ef1cecf8297eDirection_Alcoholic_Beverages_23_06_2020.pdf
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2020/06/5ef1cecf8297eDirection_Alcoholic_Beverages_23_06_2020.pdf
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2020/06/5ef1cecf8297eDirection_Alcoholic_Beverages_23_06_2020.pdf
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2020/06/5ef1cecf8297eDirection_Alcoholic_Beverages_23_06_2020.pdf
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