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Report Highlights:
On September 29, 2021, the European Commission launched five “EU missions” to address climate and
sustainability issues through funding of research and development. "A Soil Deal for Europe" is one of
these missions and aims to increase healthy soil levels in Europe by 2030.
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European Commission Launches Missions to Address Climate and Sustainability Issues
On September 29, 2021, the European Commission launched its five “EU missions” to address climate
and sustainability issues through funding of research and development:
1. Adaptation to Climate Change: support at least 150 European regions and communities to become
climate resilient by 2030.
2. Cancer: working with Europe's Beating Cancer Plan to improve the lives of more than 3 million
people by 2030 through prevention, cure and solutions to live longer and better.
3. Restore our Ocean and Waters by 2030: cleaning marine and fresh waters, restoring degraded
ecosystems and habitats, decarbonizing the blue economy in order to sustainably harness the
essential goods and services they provide.
4. 100 Climate-Neutral and Smart Cities by 2030: support, promote and showcase 100 European
cities in their systemic transformation towards climate neutrality by 2030 and turn these cities into
innovation hubs for all cities, benefiting quality of life and sustainability in Europe.
5. A Soil Deal for Europe: 100 living labs and lighthouses to lead the transition towards healthy soils
by 2030.
What are EU missions?
EU missions are a new EU policy tool that aim to support the priorities of the European Commission
through the Horizon Europe program. Horizon Europe is the EU’s main funding program for research
and innovation, with a budget of €95.5 billion for the period from 2021-2027. The five missions were
agreed upon by the European Parliament, EU Member States and the European Commission. They were
designed in the context of the EU’s strategic planning process. Therefore, the missions will directly
support EU priorities such as the European Green Deal, Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan, the New
European Bauhaus, as well as the EU’s renewed industrial competitiveness agenda and the European
Space Programme, while all supporting the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Missions have a mandate to engage with EU citizens and stakeholders where relevant. According to the
Commission, missions should “fully mobilize and engage with public and private actors, such as EU
Member States, regional and local authorities, research institutes, entrepreneurs and public and private
investors, all to create real and lasting impact. A particularly critical element of EU missions will be to
reach out to local communities and engage with Europe’s citizens to ensure there is societal uptake of
these new solutions and approaches.” Each of the five EU missions sets out concrete and measurable
targets and specific timeframes.
On September 29, the Commission launched the implementation of the first five EU missions, including
a mission on soil health.
“A Soil Deal for Europe: 100 living labs and lighthouses to lead the transition towards healthy
soils by 2030”
"A Soil Deal for Europe – 100 living labs and lighthouses to lead the transition towards healthy soils by
2030" is the mission launched by the Commission that touches upon agriculture. The mission’s goal is to
increase healthy soil levels in Europe beyond the current rate of 30-40 percent, although the exact target

for 2030 is not yet specified. This goal consists of a series of sub-objectives to help reach existing EU
policy targets related to soil degradation, soil sealing, pollution and erosion, the protection and
restoration of soil ecosystems and soil biodiversity and soil carbon sequestration and protection. The
mission also aims at reducing the EU's global soil footprint.
Please see below for the full list of objectives. Some of these objectives such as the reduction of
fertilizer use or the increase of land under organic farming are already part of the Farm to Fork Strategy.

Source: European Commission

The budget to support the “soil health” mission will be organized around three main sources of
financing:
1. Investments from the mission’s budget under Horizon Europe (€320 million for this mission in
the period 2021-2023);
2. Support will be provided by the various parts of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP);
3. EU and Member States’ potential for investments in the mission area, be they in the form of
grants or subsidies or financial instruments.
As part of the mission, the Commission announced that it wants to take the lead internationally in
halting land degradation by protecting and restoring soils and the ecosystems services supported by

soils. The EU wants to align concepts of “soil health” at the international level and reduce its global soil
footprint from food and timber imports.
To do so, the European Commission wants to capitalize on existing international research and
innovation initiatives and partnerships such as:
-

-

-

The Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture (FNSSA) partnership under the
High-Level Policy Dialogue (HLPD) on Science Technology and Innovation between the EU
and the Africa Union.
The EU-CELAC partnership with Latin America and Caribbean countries.
A partnership with Japan, which has already expressed interest in collaborating with the EU in
the Horizon Europe missions, including the soil mission. Japan would also like to explore
synergies and complementarities with its “Moonshot” research and innovation program, in
particular with the EU soil mission’s objectives 4 and 5 on soil health and food.
A partnership with Canada, which has already contributed to the design of living labs under the
mission and collaborated in preparatory work on agroecology living labs and research
infrastructures.

Additionally, the Commission announced that it will work to establish an International Research
Consortium (IRC) on soil and carbon with the aim to steer research and innovation cooperation at the
global level.

Attachments:
No Attachments.

