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Report Highlights:

On February 20, 2020, Egypt’s National Food Safety Authority (NFSA) released Decisions Nos. 5/2019, 
1/2020, and 2/2020, made effective the day following their publication (i.e., on February 21, 2020) in 
the Egyptian Chronicles – Appendix to the Egyptian official gazette (Al-Wakaye Al-Mesreya) (see 
APPENDIX I – Unofficial English Translations). Decision No. 5/2019, regulates the registration 
procedures for international certification companies that provide assessment and certification of food 
safety management systems. Decision No. 1/2020, provides the technical rules for issuing food export 
validity certificates. Decision No. 2/2020, regulates the registration entities and certification companies 
that will issue inspection and conformity certificates for imported food consignments.
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GENERAL INFORMATION:

On February 20, 2020, Egypt’s National Food Safety Authority (NFSA) released Decisions Nos. 5/2019, 
1/2020, and 2/2020, made effective the day following their publication (i.e., on February 21, 2020) in 
the Egyptian Chronicles – Appendix to the Egyptian official gazette (Al-Wakaye Al-Mesreya) (see 
APPENDIX I – Unofficial English Translations).

SYNOPSES OF DECISIONS NOS. 05/2019, 01/2020, AND 02/2020

Decision No. 5/2019:  This decision regulates the registration procedures for international third-party 
pre-shipment inspection and certification companies, which provide assessment and certification of 
food safety management systems.  It regulates certification procedures and practices of food facilities; 
verifying actual accreditation through the certification or accreditation of entities pursuant to locally 
and internationally acknowledged rules and references, the field they operate in and their validity 
periods, as well as the products dealt with during the certification process.  Egypt’s National Food 
Safety Authority (the Authority) by virtue of this decision, shall prepare a list of registered certification 
companies working in the field of food safety.

Decision No. 1/2020: This decision provides the technical rules for issuing food export validity 
certificates (i.e., conformity certificates) for Egyptian products being exported overseas.  Export validity 
certificates shall be issued upon the request of an importing country.  The National Food Safety 
Authority indicates that obtaining an export validity certification is not a mandatory NFSA requirement 
for Egyptian exports. 

For Egypt’s National Food Safety Authority to issue an export validity certificate, the requesting facility 
must maintain certain food safety standards at all food handling stages, and at minimum in compliance 
with Codex Alimentarius (Codex) standards.  The intent of Decision No. 1/2020 is to facilitate a better 
international trading environment and safer food product exports from Egypt.

Decision 2/2020: This decision regulates the registration of entities and certification companies 
authorized to issue inspection and conformity certificates for food consignment imports into Egypt.  
The National Food Safety Authority is to establish a registry of companies authorized to issue export 
validity certificates (i.e., certificates of conformity).  Companies must meet specific requirements in 
order to be listed on the Authority’s registry.  Food product imports into Egypt, certified by registered 
third-party pre-shipment inspection companies, will count with export validity certificates that meet 
the requirements of the National Food Safety Authority.  A sanctions regime is established to address 
faulty and or erroneous certification, for those food products imported found to be in non-compliance 
with Egyptian food safety standards.  
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RELEVANCE OF DECISIONS NOS. 05/2019, 01/2020, AND 02/2020 FOR TRADE IN FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS

The intent of NFSA’s Decisions Nos. 05/2019, 01/2020, and 02/2020, is to enhance Egypt’s regulatory 
system; supporting it with procedures based on credibility and authenticity through the issuance of 
food safety certificates of conformity.  Certification seeks to raise the confidence of Egyptian 
consumers in the safety of the food products available in local markets, as well as support the 
competitiveness of Egyptian food products in overseas markets.

These decisions, as pertaining to the issuance of export validity certificates (i.e., certificates of 
conformity), do not contain direct references stipulating that this type of certification is mandatory.  
Much like the case with that of Decision No. 03/2020, it is voluntary; and meant to help expedite, 
facilitate the international trade in food products.  

Decision No. 03/2020 offers Egyptian importers the possibility of a reduce rate of sampling/inspection 
under two conditions: 1) that the Egyptian importer is registered on the NFSA approved “White-List” 
and 2) food products consignments are subject to a reduced sampling/inspection rate of 25 percent if a 
voluntary pre-shipment inspection is conducted as per the terms of Decision No. 02/2020 (applicable 
to only those goods identified in its Appendix I - Statement of Imported Goods Inspected and 
Conformed by Conformity and Inspection Certification Companies Registered with the Authority).  The 
current list of registered third-party companies includes those previously registered with the General 
Organization for Export and Import Control (GOEIC).  However, the list is subject to amendment in May 
2020; after which third-party PSI companies will be need to register with the NFSA in order to operate 
(see GAIN-EGYPT (EG2020-0015) Egypt's National Food Safety Authority Issues Risk Analysis for Food 
Regulations).

http://www.nfsa.gov.eg/(S(231ropak41p4n3ijiqzdfbig))/App_PP/DeskTop/App_Web/App_Custom/1/Default.aspx?TabID=18300012
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Egypt's%20National%20Food%20Safety%20Authority%20Issues%20Risk%20Analysis%20for%20Food%20Regulations%20_Cairo_Egypt_04-02-2020
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Egypt's%20National%20Food%20Safety%20Authority%20Issues%20Risk%20Analysis%20for%20Food%20Regulations%20_Cairo_Egypt_04-02-2020
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APPENDIX I – UNOFFICIAL ENGLISH TRANSLATION

BEGIN TEXT…

Arab Republic of Egypt
Presidency of the Republic

Egyptian Chronicles - Appendix to Official Gazette - Issue 39 (Cont.)
Issued on Monday, 23 Gomadi Akher 1441 (H.)

Corresponding to 17 February 2020 (A.D.)
Year 193 (H.)

ISSUE CONTENTS

Egyptian Food Safety Authority

 Decision No. 5/2019
 Decision No. 1/2020
 Decision No. 2/2020

DECISIONS 

Egyptian Food Safety Authority
Decision No. 5/2019

Regulating Registration Procedures
For International Certification Companies

In Field of Conformity
Of Food Safety Management Systems

The Board of Directors,
- Pursuant to perusing the Constitution.
- Law of Egyptian Food Safety Authority issued by Law No. 1/2017.
- Prime Ministerial Decision No. 412/2019 issuing the executive regulations for the Egyptian Food 
Safety Authority.

- Prime Ministerial Decision No. 1,433/2017 forming the Board of Directors of the Egyptian Food Safety 
Authority.

- And the approval of the Board of Directors of the Authority on 30 October 2019

Determines:
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PREAMBLE

This decision aims to determine the rules and procedures for registering and recording all kinds of 
international certification companies in the field of conformity of food safety management systems 
with the Authority.

It also aims to regulate the certification procedures and practices (Certification) for food facilities and 
verifying their accreditation by certification or accreditation entities pursuant to the rules and 
references locally and internationally acknowledged, the field permitted to them and their validity 
periods as well as the products that will be dealt with in the process of certification.

By virtue of this decision, the Authority shall prepare registration lists of the names of certification 
companies working in the field of food safety.

Such regulatory procedures shall be supported by the credibility and the authenticity of the procedures 
for using such certificates. It aims to face illegitimate practices in such certification in order to achieve 
confidence to all those concerned parties from among certification companies and food facilities, raise 
the confidence of consumers in the safety of the food products available in the markets and support 
the competitiveness of Egyptian food products in global markets.

DEFINITIONS

ARTICLE ONE

In the application of the provisions of this decision, the following words and terms shall denote the 
meaning opposite each:

Authority: Egyptian Food Safety Authority
Competent Authority: Chairman of Board of Director
Food Manufacturing: All activities carried out in the food facility since the phase of receiving the raw 
materials until starting distribution 
Food Facility: Any facility that practices activities related to processing food, its production, 
manufacture, storage, preservation, packing, wrapping, labeling, import, export, transport, delivery, 
presenting and offering it for sale to the end consumer or to another facility. The definition includes 
profit, nonprofit, permanent, temporary, public or private, fixed and mobile facilities. It also includes 
ruminant and poultry slaughterhouses.
Certification (facilities/individuals/products): The certificate resulting from assessing the conformity 
pursuant to the scope in which it is verified that the management system, the product, the process or 
the employees meet the requirements determined in this scope, such as for example without 
limitation the ISO 22000, BRC and FSSC.
International Certification Companies: Companies authorized to make decisions on behalf of the IAS 
and the IAF in connection with the position, legitimacy or the extent of the appropriateness of a facility 
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or a program to satisfy the requirements of international accreditation standards for specific 
conformity systems, among which for example are the DAKSS and the EGAC.
Monitoring Works: The monitoring conducted by the Authority to verify the compliance with the law 
and legislations related to food safety.
Audit: The methodological and independent inspection to determine if the activities and their 
correlated results conform to the arrangements set and if such arrangements are implemented with 
efficiency that suits achieving the sought targets.
Inspection: Inspecting any part of food with the intent of verifying its fulfillment to the legal conditions 
stipulated in the law and legislations related to food safety.
Tracking: Carrying out a planned series of observation or measurement operations with the objective 
of obtaining a general view of the position with regards to the compliance with the law and legislations 
related to food safety.

ARTICLE TWO

Registration Procedures
For Certification Companies

In Field of Conformity of Food Safety
Management Systems

The certification company in the field of conformity of food safety management systems shall apply 
with an application addressed in the name of the Egyptian Food Safety Authority and fill in the form 
prepared for the foregoing, enclosed with it the following documents:

1. Name of company, property of its trademark and trade name.
2. The tax card
3. The commercial register.
4. The legal system of the company, its incorporation contract and names of partners.
5. Company activity (certification of food facilities quality management systems/individuals 

certification/ supply chains certification/food entrepreneur’s certification/food products 
certification)

6. Statement of authorization/empowerment from the company/parent granting entity.
7. The international accreditation certificates obtained by the company in the fields of certification 

from accreditation entities or international certification entities (enclosed with them the field of 
accreditation, the standard specification, the type of certificates, the date of obtaining the 
accreditation and the renewal date) and statement of the signature of the accrediting entity to the 
MLA by the IAF for example.

8. Statement of the numbers and names of the auditors’ heads, auditors, technical auditors 
(appointed fulltime or under contract for part time).

9. The curriculum vitae of each auditor, qualification and experience certificates, their registration 
numbers and their field of auditing at the international accreditation entity that accredits the 
certificates issued by the company.

10. The job position of each auditor.
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11. Names of the individuals authorized to sign certificates, their accredited signatures and the 
company’s official seal.

12. Mailing addresses and official email address.

ARTICLE THREE

Obligations of Certification Companies

1. Declaration to furnish the Authority with the names of food facilities to which the company provides 
the certification service.

2. The company shall comply with granting and issuing the certificates pursuant to the international 
specifications and conditions of accreditation entities.

3. The company shall undertake to comply with not providing any consulting or qualifying services to 
the food facility to which it shall issue the certificate.

4. The company shall comply with submitting what attests that all its auditors do not work as 
consultants in any Egyptian or international food industries company in order to guarantee 
neutrality and integrity. 

5. The company shall comply with submitting what attests that all auditors (permanent or under 
contract part time) do not work and are not members of any of the assessment committees in other 
accreditation or certification companies.

6. Certification companies shall comply with appointing at least one auditor within each scope of its 
business for certification.

7. The company shall comply with furnishing the Authority with a list of the names of food facilities to 
which the company provides the certification service. It shall update it periodically and send it to the 
Authority.

8. The company shall comply with emphasizing to the food facilities to which it provides the 
certification service to comply with declaring such certificates as mark or quality certificate to the 
facilities or the food product.

ARTICLE FOUR

Role of Egyptian Food Safety Authority

1. The Authority shall inspect the submitted documents and notify the company whether they fulfill 
the requirements pursuant to the guidelines and conditions of registration with the Authority.

2. If the documents of the company fulfill the requirements of the Authority, it shall be registered and 
listed on the lists of registering names of certification companies on the website of the Authority.

3. If the documents do not fulfill the requirements of the Authority and the application is rejected, the 
company shall be entitled to complain before the complaints committee and the Authority.

4. The Authority shall maintain its right to periodically verify the activities of the certification 
companies registered with it that issue certificates with the objective of assessment periodically, 
whether declared. This includes field visits to the head office of the company.
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5. The Authority shall notify the certification company if the food facility does not fulfill the food safety 
conditions. The certification company shall comply with notifying the Authority of the procedures it 
had taken towards such food facility at once.

6. The Authority shall be entitled to revoke the registration of the company and delete its name from 
the lists of registering names of certification companies on the website of the Authority, and shall 
notify local and international accreditation entities in case of repeating the noncompliance with the 
guidelines and conditions stipulated in these regulations and the appendices issued for it. The 
company could adjust its positions within a determined time limit and reapply for registration after 
fulfilling the requirements of the Authority.

ARTICLE FIVE

Financial Obligations 

A sum of EGP 20,000.00 (twenty thousand Egyptian pounds) which constitutes the annual registration 
fee with the Authority shall be settled by a receipt issued by the Authority.

ARTICLE SIX

The registration term shall be one year, where the company shall comply with taking the procedures 
for renewing the registration certificate at least two months before the expiry of the registration term.

ARTICLE SEVEN

The president of the Authority shall be entitled to issue appendices to this decision or introduce any 
amendments into the enclosed models by a decision issued by the Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of the Authority

ARTICLE EIGHT

This decision shall be published in the Egyptian Chronicles and shall come into force on the day 
following the date of its publishing.

                         Chairman of Board of Directors
                              Prof. Hussein Mansour
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Egyptian Food Safety Authority - Decision No. 5/2019
Appendix 1

Fields and Types of Certificates Issued by Certification Companies

1. International Organization for Standardization Standards

ISO 22000: 2018 Food Safety Management Systems: Requirements for any organization in the food 
chain

2. British Retail Consortium (BRC) Certification Schemes:

BRC Global Standard for Food Safety
BRC Global Standard for Storage and Distribution
BRC Global Standard for Packaging and Packaging Materials
BRC Global Standard for Agents and Brokers

3. The Foundation Food Safety System Certification 22000 (FSSC 22000) Certification Schemes

Food Manufacturing
Retail and Wholesale
Catering
Transport and Storage
Food Packaging Manufacturing

4. Food Safety Certifiers (FSC) Certification Schemes

Primus GFS
Primus Standard
Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) Programs
Harmonized Food Safety Standard

5. Global G.A.P. Certification for Producer:

Global G.A.P. Chain of Custody Standard (CoC)
Global G.A.P. Harmonized Produce Safety Standard
Global G.A.P. Crops for Processing (CfP) Standard 
Global G.A.P. Integrated Farm Assurance (IFA) Standard

6. International Featured Standards (IFS) Certification Schemes

IFS Global Markets HPC
IFS Food (6.1)
IFS Global Markets Food
IFS Global Markets Logistics
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IFS PAC Secure (1.1)
IFS Broker

7. Organic Certification Schemes

8. Halal Certification Scheme

9. ServSafe

ServSafe Food Handler Certification
ServSafe Food Manager Certification
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Egyptian Food Safety Authority - Decision No. 5/2019
Appendix 2

International Certification Companies
 In the Field of Conformity of Food Safety Management Systems Data Registration Form

New (xxxxxxx)    Data Update (xxx)   Date xx/xx/xxxx
Trade name of company/local certification entity (Arabic)
(English)
Company/local certification entity address
Date of founding
Name of parent company/entity
Address of parent company/entity
Company/local certification entity legal position Ο Independent

Ο Part of company/parent company
Ο Agent/authorized signatory

Company/local certification entity accreditation entity
Name and capacity of communication officer*

Land : 
Fax : 
Cell : 

Communication data

Email address : 
* General Manager and Quality Officer/manager basically

Licensing and Commercial Register Data
Tax card No.
License No. Expiry date: 
Commercial Register No. Expiry date:
Detailed description of activity as mentioned in license

I the undersigned (name):_________________________, hereby declare that all data mentioned in 
this application and the enclosed documents are authentic, and that I shall notify the Egyptian Food 
Safety Authority of any amendments into them within 15 days as of the date of the amendment.

The company shall comply with observing all issued laws, decisions, legislations and instructions 
pertaining to practicing food trade and handling. 

Signature                        Facility Seal



12

Egyptian Food Safety Authority - Decision No. 5/2019
Appendix 3

Type and Field of Certification by International Certification Companies
In Field of Conformity of Food Safety Management Systems Form

 
Type and Field of Certification Years of 

Experience
No. of Certified Facilities, 
Supply Chains or Entities 

ISO 22000 2018
BRC Global Standard for Food Safety
BRC Global Standard for Storage and Distribution
BRC Global Standard for Packing and Packaging 
Materials
BRC Global Standard for Agents and Brokers 
FSSC 22000 : Food Manufacturing
FSSC 22000 : Retail and Wholesale
FSSC 22000 : Catering
FSSC 22000 : Transport and Storage
FSSC 22000 : Food Packaging Manufacturing
FSC - Primus GFS
FSC - Primus Standard
FSC - Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) Programs
FSC - Harmonized Food Safety Standard
GLOBALGAP Chain of Custody Standard (CoC)
GLOBALGAP Harmonized Produce Safety Standard 
GLOBALGAP Crops for Processing (CfP) Standard
GLOBALGAP Integrated Farm Assurance (IFA) Standard
IFS Global Markets HPC
IFS Food (61)
IFS Global Markets Food
IFS Global Markets Logistics
IFS PAC secure (11)
IFS Broker
Organic Certification Schemes
ServSafe Food Handler Certification
ServSafe Food Manager Certification
Halal Certification Scheme
Certificate of Conformity 17020

Others

I the undersigned (name): _________________________, hereby declare that all data mentioned in 
this application and the enclosed documents are authentic, and that I shall notify the Egyptian Food 
Safety Authority of any amendments into them within 15 days as of the date of amendment.
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The company shall comply with observing all issued laws, decisions, legislations and instructions 
pertaining to practicing food trade and handling. 

Signature                        Facility Seal
       

Egyptian Food Safety Authority - Decision No. 5/2019
Appendix 4

Application for Registration of 
International Certification Companies

In Field of Conformity of Food Safety Management Systems

Messrs. Egyptian Food Safety Authority
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Kindly take the required procedures to finalize registering the company/entity with the Egyptian Food 
Safety Authority. I hereby declare that all submitted documents and data drawn up in the registration 
application are mentioned by us, this being under our responsibility. We are prepared to settle the fees 
prescribed for the foregoing.

In witness whereof, if otherwise substantiated, I will be exposed to legal accountability.

Name of Company/Entity: _________________________

Owner/Chairman of Board of Directors/Executive Manager/Authorized Signatory: _________________

Signature: _________________________

Seal of Company/Entity: _________________________

Date: _________________________

Egyptian Food Safety Authority
Decision No. 1/2020

Issuing Binding Technical Rules
For Issuing Food Exports Validity Certificate

The Board of Directors,
- Pursuant to perusing the Constitution.
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- Law of Egyptian Food Safety Authority issued by Law No. 1/2017.
- Prime Ministerial Decision No. 412/2019 issuing the executive regulations for the Egyptian Food 
Safety Authority.

- Prime Ministerial Decision No. 1,433/2017 forming the Board of Directors of the Egyptian Food Safety 
Authority.

- And the approval of the Board of Directors of the Authority on 29 January 2020, endorsing the system 
of issuing food exports validity certificates.

DEFINITIONS

ARTICLE ONE

In the application of the provisions of this decision, the following words and terms shall denote the 
meaning opposite each:

Authority: Egyptian Food Safety Authority founded pursuant to provisions of Law No. 1/2017
Competent Authority: Chairman of Board of Directors of Egyptian Food Safety Authority
Competent Department: The department competent to issue food exports validity certificates at the 
Authority
Food Facility: Any facility that practices activities related to processing food, its production, 
manufacture, storage, preservation, packaging, wrapping, labeling, import, export, transport, delivery, 
presenting and offering it for sale to the end consumer or to another facility. The definition includes 
profit, nonprofit, permanent, temporary, public or private, fixed and mobile facilities. It also includes 
ruminant and poultry slaughterhouses.
Food Safety: The freedom of food and its handling environment from any hazardous source pursuant 
to the rules stipulated in this law and laws related to food safety, as well as the decisions issued in their 
implementation.
Food Consignment: A group of food products for which one validity certificate is issued.
Validity Certificate: A certificate issued by the Authority stating the fulfillment of the validity 
requirements of food exports pursuant to international agreements concluded between the Authority 
and the competent governmental entity in the importing country or pursuant to the application of the 
exporter to the food shipments in the form and manner agreed upon pursuant to the rules and 
procedures stipulated in this decision.
Competent Authority in Importing Country: The entity/entities responsible for monitoring the 
handling of food in the importing country

ARTICLE TWO

The Authority shall issue the food exports validity certificate pursuant to an application from the 
competent authority in the importing country or pursuant to the application of the food consignment 
exporter in the form and the manner agreed upon and pursuant to the rules and procedures stipulated 
in this decision.



16

ARTICLE THREE

Obligations of Food Facilities for Issuing Validity Certificates

A. The fulfillment of the food handling facility to the conditions determined by the law and legislations 
related to food safety as correlated to the business of such facilities via all phases of food handling.

B. The food facility may fulfill the limits prescribed for pollutants as determined by the importing 
country if they were less strict than the limits prescribed in Egypt, provided that they would not be 
less than the limits prescribed by the CODEX with regards to exported food consignments and using 
the forms and documents appropriated for them; together with taking the required undertaking 
from the exporter not to allow such consignments to enter the Egyptian market if they were 
rejected for any reason by the importing country.

ARTICLE FOUR

Role of Egyptian Food Safety Authority

The Authority may verify the fulfillment extent of the food consignment to the food safety conditions 
of the importing country and other procedures and mechanisms stipulated in the provisions of this 
decision.

ARTICLE FIVE

Validity Certificate Issue Procedures

A. The party concerned shall apply to the competent department by an application to obtain a validity 
certificate for exporting the food consignment either on the paper form or the e-Form prepared for 
this purpose; where all data and information mentioned in this form and the enclosed documents 
shall be the responsibility of the party concerned; enclosed with it whatever attests the settlement 
of the fees and a declaration of fulfilling all conditions of the importing country as well as the 
documents determined by this decision.

B. If it is revealed to the competent department that the certificate obtainment application documents 
are incomplete, it shall be imperative upon it to notify the parties concerned of the document 
whose fulfillment is required as per the data of communicating with the food facility registered with 
the Authority or as per the application data.

ARTICLE SIX

Validity Certificates Re-Issues or Revocation Procedures

A. Reissuing Validity Certificates:
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The competent department may issue a replacement certificate for the original certificate in case of 
its loss (after taking the legal proceedings), its damage, if it contains errors or if the original 
information mentioned in it has become incorrect after returning the original certificate to the 
Authority pursuant to the request of the parties concerned and paying the prescribed fees.

Exported consignments validity certificates must be marked clearly by placing a clear symbol on 
such certificates pointing out that they are replacements for the original certificates; together with 
pointing out to the number of the original certificate and the date of signing it.

B. Revocation of Validity Certificates:

The competent authority shall revoke the validity certificate in case of the appearance of evidences 
attesting the nonconformity of the food consignment to the food safety requirements; together 
with notifying the exporter or whoever acts on his behalf of revoking it and notifying the branches 
of the Authority in Egyptian ports of the foregoing. The revocation notice must include the number 
of the original certificate, the food consignment data and the revocation reasons; together with 
sending a copy of the revocation notice to the competent authority in the importing country in case 
of exporting the food consignment.

ARTICLE SEVEN

Validity Certificates Issue Rejection Cases

The Authority shall reject issuing food consignments validity certificates in the following cases:

A. If the food facilities handling the exported food is not listed on the lists of facilities fulfilling the food 
safety conditions at the Authority.

B. If the food consignment violates the requirements and conditions of the importing country, once 
requested.

C. If the food consignment data indicated on the certificate do not conform to those mentioned on the 
consignment.

D. The presence of evidence of forgery in any of the documents enclosed with the validity certificate 
issue application; together with taking the legal proceedings.

E. In any other case that the competent authority decides.

ARTICLE EIGHT

Financial Obligations 

The authority shall collect the validity certificates issue fees from the exporting food facilities as 
follows:
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Validity certificate issue fees EGP 300.00
Fees for issuing validity certificate replacing the original certificate in case of 
its loss, damage or including errors as a result of the data submitted by the 
exporter

EGP 100.00

ARTICLE NINE

The provisions of this decision shall come into force on the day following the date of its publishing in 
the Egyptian Chronicles.

                         Chairman of Board of Directors
                              Prof. Hussein Mansour

Egyptian Food Safety Authority
Decision No. 2/2020

In Connection with Registering Entities and Certification Companies
Permitted to Issue Inspection and Conformity
Certificates for Imported Food Consignments
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The Board of Directors,
- Pursuant to perusing the Constitution.
- Law no. 118/1975 in connection with import and export.
- Law of Egyptian Food Safety Authority issued by Law No. 1/2017.
- Prime Ministerial Decision No. 412/2019 issuing the executive regulations for the Egyptian Food 
Safety Authority.

- Presidential Decree No. 72/1995 approving the Arab Republic of Egypt’s joining the World Trade 
Organization and agreements included in the final document of the Uruguay Round of Multilateral 
Commercial Negotiations and the Arab Republic of Egypt table of undertakings in the fields of goods 
and services signed in Marrakech, Kingdom of Morocco on 15 April 1994;

- Prime Ministerial Decision No. 1,433/2017 forming the Board of Directors of the Egyptian Food Safety 
Authority.

- Ministry of Trade and Industry Decision No. 991/2015 in connection with some goods that are 
imported under special terms.

- Ministry of Trade and Industry Decision No. 992/2015 in connection with the rules regulating the 
registration of plants qualified to export their products to the Arab Republic of Egypt and its 
amendments.

- And the approval of the Board of Directors of the Authority on 29 January 2020.

DEFINITIONS

ARTICLE ONE

In the application of the provisions of this decision, the following words shall denote the meaning 
indicated opposite each:

Authority: Egyptian Food Safety Authority
Companies: Imported food consignments inspection and conformity certification companies.
Route: Procedures represented by the symbol (green –yellow – orange – red) designated by the 
Authority to release food consignments upon arriving to one of the Egyptian ports; the matter that 
assists in hastening the release procedures if there is large possibility for the conformity of the 
consignment.

ARTICLE TWO

Companies Registration Conditions

1. A register shall be established at the Authority for registering imported food consignments 
inspection and conformity certification companies. The company applying for registration must meet 
the following:
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A. Acquiring experience that is not less than 5 years in the field of managing global programs for 
assessing the conformity of imported food consignments, substantiated by at least five contracts 
in different countries.

B. That the company would have an electronic system that permits linking the requirements of the 
Authority, the conformity of the products and their exporters to facilitate the process of 
transferring the data required by both parties.

C. That the company would hold the ISO/IEC 17065 certificate with regards assessing conformity – 
requirements of products, operations and services assessment agencies and holders of the ISO 
9001 system pertaining to quality management.

D. The company would submit a statement of the accredited labs holding the ISO 17025 certificate 
pertaining to the general requirements for the efficiency of inspection and calibration labs whose 
assistance will be sought by the company to conduct the lab tests for the samples, together with 
submitting the accreditation certificates and scope for such labs.

E. The company would comply with submitting a statement indicating in it the apparent inspection 
methods references and instructions and the sampling implemented to food consignments 
exported to the Arab Republic of Egypt pursuant to the type of the product determined for 
inspection by the Authority.

F. The company would comply with not sub-entrusting its business to any other inspection and 
conformity certification company except after obtaining a written approval from the Authority.

2. The company shall apply in case it has a branch/ accredited agent for it in the Arab Republic of Egypt 
with an application addressed in the name of the Egyptian Food Safety Authority indicating in it the 
name of the parent company, its trademark and its head office and fill in the form prepared for the 
foregoing, enclosed with it the following documents:

A. Name of company, its trademark and trade name.
B. The tax card
C. The commercial register.
D. The legal system of the company, its incorporation contract and names of partners.
E. Company activity (apparent inspection/sampling/ others)
F. The international accreditation certificates obtained by the company in the fields of conformity, 

inspection and audit (enclosed with them the scope of accreditation, the date of obtaining it and its 
renewal date).

G. The mailing address and email address
H. Whatever attests the settlement of the registration prescribed fees.

ARTICLE THREE

Obligations of Inspection and Conformity
Certification Companies

Registered companies shall comply with the following:
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1. Applying the inspection and conformity rules to the imported food consignments issued by the 
Authority for each product inspected and the updating that it undergoes. It is conditional for the 
acceptance of the certificates issued by companies that they would comply with such rules.

2. Issuing the certificates and reports in the form and the manner that satisfies the conditions of the 
Authority.

3. Issuing inspection and conformity certificates for shipments exported to the Arab Republic of Egypt.
4. Allowing the Authority at any time to inspect the offices, branches and labs of the company and the 

labs under contract with it inside and abroad and verifying that they work pursuant to the 
requirements of the Authority.

5. The company shall submit the forms used for the different operations (as for example without 
limitation consignments apparent inspection form, sampling form, food consignments conformity 
certificate form) for their review and endorsement by the Authority. If there is desire to change the 
forms pertaining to inspecting consignments, it shall be imperative upon the company to obtain an 
approval to the amended forms.

ARTICLE FOUR

Inspection and Conformity Certification Companies
Registration Procedures

1. The Authority shall inspect the submitted documents after completing them by the company and 
notify it of whether they fulfill the registration requirements of the Authority.

2. If the company fulfills the registration requirements of the Authority, the company shall be 
registered and listed on the lists of imported shipments inspection and conformity companies, and 
the products under contract for each company shall be determined as well as the countries wherein 
they could work, and shall be posted on the website of the Authority.

3. The Authority shall verify the activities of the companies registered with it that assume the activities 
of checking and conforming or inspecting imported food consignments with the objective of tracking 
them in a  declared or non-declared periodic manner.

ARTICLE FIVE

If it is established that the company has breached the provisions of this decision during the registration 
period or the nonconformity of any of the imported food consignments to the legislations in force and 
the binding rules issued by the Authority, especially the limits of chemical and microbiological 
remnants and pollutants, the Authority shall take the following procedures by a decision from the 
Chairman of the Board of Directors:

- Serve a notice to the company in case of its first breach.
- If the breach is repeated for a second time, transacting with the company shall be suspended for a 
period that does not exceed one year.

- If the suspension is repeated twice, the registration of the company shall be cancelled.
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ARTICLE SIX

Financial Obligations

1. A sum of EGP 20,000.00 (twenty thousand Egyptian pounds or its equivalence in the foreign currency 
that is endorsed by the Central Bank of Egypt) shall be settled as annual fees for registering the 
company with the Authority; to be raised by a rate of 5% annually.

2. The company shall comply with providing a rate of 25% of the fees paid by the exporter for each 
shipment in favor of the Authority against reviewing and authenticating the inspection results.

3. The company or its branch shall comply with depositing a sum of EGP 500,000.00 (five hundred 
thousand Egyptian pounds or its equivalence in the foreign currency that is endorsed by the Central 
Bank of Egypt) in the account of the Authority with the Central Bank of Egypt as security deposit to 
guarantee the compliance of companies with the provisions of this decision.

4. The company’s registration term shall be one year. It shall comply with starting to take the 
registration renewal procedures at least one month prior to the expiry of such term.

ARTICLE SEVEN

The Chairman of the Board of Directors may hold agreements and memorandums of understanding 
with international, regional and Arab entities and authorities in connection with the mutual 
recognition of the food safety mutual control systems in order to provide the required level of 
protection.

ARTICLE EIGHT

Any provision that breaches or contradicts the provisions of this decision shall be abrogated. 
The provisions of this decision shall come into force on the day following the date of its publishing in 
the Egyptian Chronicles.

                         Chairman of Board of Directors
                              Prof. Hussein Mansour

Egyptian Food Safety Authority - Decision No. 2/2020
Appendix 1

Statement of Imported Goods 
Inspected and Conformed by Conformity and Inspection Certification Companies

Registered with the Authority

Reg. Customs Item Goods
1 Of Items 01, 02-04, 03- Dairy products (apart from baby milk) prepared for retail in packs 
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04, 04, 05, 04-06 and04 for direct consumption that do not exceed 2 kg.
2 Of Chapter eight Preserved and dried fruits prepared for retail in packs for direct 

consumption that do not exceed 2 kg.
3 Of Chapter Fifteen Oils and fats prepared for retail in packs for direct consumption that 

do not exceed 2 kg.
4 04 and 17 Sugar products

From Item 06 and 18 Chocolate and food processors that contain cocoa prepared for 
retail in packs for direct consumption that do not exceed 2 kg.

5 Of Item 06 and 20 Fruit juices prepared for retail in packs for direct consumption that 
do not exceed 10 kg.

6 01, 02-22 and 22 Natural, mineral and carbonated water
7 1001 Wheat
8 From 10, 11, 82-91, 11, 

82-15, 82-24, 39-19, 44-
11, 69-12, 69-23, 73-10, 
18, 74-10, 15 and 76

Food contact substances

…END TEXT

Attachments:

No Attachments.


