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Report Highlights:

On August 11, 2020, Egypt’s National Food Safety Authority (NFSA) released Decision No. 6/2020 – 
Rules Regulating Food Import Licensing, made effective the day following its publication (on August 
12, 2020) in the Egyptian Chronicles – Appendix to the Egyptian official gazette (Al-Wakaye Al-
Mesreya); an unofficial translation is included herein. This decision specifies the rules related to the 
licensing of Egyptian food importers and food establishments importing food and food products. The 
decision permits the importation of food and food products subject to the importer receiving from the 
NFSA a food importer license. The National Food Safety Authority shall establish a white list of 
qualified food importers among those licensed to import. These will benefit from facilitated clearance 
protocols for imported food consignments, resulting in the reduction of the customs hold period, and the 
application of reduced sampling frequencies (less than 100 percent) to these consignments.
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GENERAL INFORMATION:

On August 11, 2020, Egypt’s National Food Safety Authority (NFSA) released Decision No. 6/2020 – 
Rules Regulating Food Import Licensing, made effective the day following its publication (i.e., on 
August 12, 2020) in the Egyptian Chronicles – Appendix to the Egyptian official gazette (Al-Wakaye Al-
Mesreya) (see APPENDIX I – Unofficial English Translation).

DECISION NO. 6/2020

Licensing of Food Importers and Food Establishments: This decision specifies the rules related to the 
licensing of Egyptian food importers and food establishments importing food and food products.  The 
decision permits the importation of food and food products subject to the importer receiving from the 
National Food Safety Authority a food importer license.  This license is valid for up to three years; 
however, it is subject to suspension or revocation by the National Food Safety Authority for cause.  The 
license is renewable by means of a renewal application submitted to the National Food Safety Authority.

Establishment of a “White List” of Food Importers: The National Food Safety Authority shall 
establish a white list of qualified food importers among those licensed to import.  These will benefit 
from facilitated clearance protocols for imported food consignments, resulting in the reduction of the 
customs hold period, and the application of reduced sampling frequencies (less than 100 percent) to 
these consignments, in accordance with a risk determination approach adopted to create distinct 
clearance lanes for food import consignments, set by the NFSA’s Board of Directors. 

The National Food Safety Authority is the national authority responsible for granting the entry of all 
food and food product imports into Egypt; it will grant product entry and accord benefits based on a risk 
analysis approach.  Different clearance channels are established for food import consignments as 
determined by the NFSA’s Board of Directors (see GAIN-EGYPT (EG2020-0015) Egypt's National 
Food Safety Authority Issues Risk Analysis for Food Regulations).

Port-of-entry clearance facilitation, including a reduced sampling frequency rate for trusted importers, 
aims to assist in reducing the customs hold period, and consequently cut importer costs. 

https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Egypt's%20National%20Food%20Safety%20Authority%20Issues%20Risk%20Analysis%20for%20Food%20Regulations%20_Cairo_Egypt_04-02-2020
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Egypt's%20National%20Food%20Safety%20Authority%20Issues%20Risk%20Analysis%20for%20Food%20Regulations%20_Cairo_Egypt_04-02-2020
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APPENDIX I – UNOFFICIAL ENGLISH TRANSLATION 

BEGIN TEXT…

Arab Republic of Egypt
Presidency of the Republic

Egyptian Chronicles - Appendix to Official Gazette - Issue 161 (Cont.)
Issued on July 16, 2020

ISSUE CONTENTS

Egyptian (National) Food Safety Authority

 Decision No. 6/2020
DECISION 

Egyptian Food Safety Authority
Decision No. 6/2020

Rules Regulating Food Import Licensing

The Board of Directors,
- Pursuant to perusing the Constitution.
- Law No. 66/1963 – Customs Law.
- Law No. 118/1975 – Import, Export, and Executive Regulations and Resolution No. 770/2005.
- Law No. 121/1982 – Importer’s Repository and its modifications.
- Law No. 1/2017 – Establishment of the Egyptian National Food Safety Authority (NFSA).
- Prime Ministerial Decision No. 412/2019 – Executive Regulations for the Egyptian National Food 

Safety Authority.
- Prime Ministerial Decision No. 1,433/2017 – Formation of the Board of Directors of the Egyptian 

National Food Safety Authority.
- And with the approval of the Board of Directors of the Authority on June 25, 2020.

Determines:

ARTICLE ONE

DEFINITIONS

Authority: The Egyptian (National) Food Safety Authority (NFSA).
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Food: Any product or material that can be used for human consumption, whether it is a primary material 
or unprocessed, or raw, or wholly, or partly processed, including beverages, bottled water, food 
additives, and any material that includes water and gum.  Excludes feed, plants, crops prior to harvest, 
animals, and live birds before entering slaughterhouses, marine creatures and farmed fish prior to 
harvest, pharmaceuticals, cosmetic products, tobacco and its products, narcotic drugs, and psychotropic 
substances.

Food Contact Material: Any material that comes into direct contact with food, or any material 
manufactured to be in direct contact with food, including containers, packages, and packs.

Food Handling: Any production operation(s), manufacturing, presenting, proposing for sale, storing, 
keeping, packaging, transporting, delivering, importing, exporting, licensing, or approving any of such 
activities.

Food Handling License: It is the approval by the National Food Safety Authority for food handling 
operations after verifying the fulfillment of all the related conditions as mentioned in food safety related 
laws and associated rules.

Food Establishment: An entity that has operations for preparing, producing, manufacturing, storing, 
keeping, packing, packaging, labeling, importing, exporting, transporting, delivering, or proposing food 
for sale to the end-user or to another establishment. The term covers the establishments whether fixed or 
mobile, for-profit, or non-for-profit, public or private, and constant or temporary. The definition also 
covers slaughterhouses for livestock and poultry.

Food Business Operator: It refers to a physical (actual) person or a legal representative, responsible in 
a food establishment for complying with the requirements mentioned in the laws and associated rules 
pertaining to food safety. 

Food Imports:  Imported food and food contact material as defined above. 

The importer: A food business operator, under whose name is recorded the customs registration and 
any other customs formalities, associated with a given food consignment and responsible for complying 
with all the rules pertaining to food imports. 

ARTICLE 2

The purpose of this decision is to establish the rules for the licensing of food importers and any and all 
food establishments which import foods into the Arab Republic of Egypt, as part of their activities, in a 
manner that guarantees food safety and quality, that optimally protects consumers from possible risks 
associated with imported foods, while increasing the efficiency of the release of imported food 
consignments, taking into account food control interventions implemented in the exporting country, 
before the arrival of the consignment to Egypt. 

This rule is applicable to all food establishments, or food importers, either a physical (actual) person or a 
legal representative, which imports food either for sale in the Egyptian market or for use in food 
production. 
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ARTICLE 3

Food importation activities are prohibited unless the importer counts with a license from the National 
Food Safety Authority in accordance with the requirements laid down in this decision.

Food importers who were already practicing the activity of food importation, prior to the issuance of this 
decision, shall apply to the NFSA to be legally licensed, within six months from the issuing of this 
decision. 

For food establishments already licensed by the National Food Safety Authority that import food for 
their own production purposes or service requirements, and that received a license by the NFSA as a 
food operator, the license issued by the NFSA as food establishment, will serve as a food importer 
license.  The food business operator should however note this food import activity upon seeking to be 
licensed as a food establishment from the National Food Safety Authority. 

ARTICLE 4

NECESSARY DOCUMENTS TO SEEK A FOOD IMPORTER LICENSE

The National Food Safety Authority will establish a register for licensed food importers.  Food Importer 
licenses are to be sought from the NFSA through a written or electronic application, established for this 
purpose.  The application shall include the following information and documents:

1. The importer’s name, representative, or trade agent. 
2. The establishment’s name, trademark, and brand name.
3. Tax card.
4. The commercial register.
5. The legal type of the company, incorporation, shareholder agreements and documents, owners’ 

/shareholders’ names, and name(s) of managing director(s).
6. The company activity including the food products to be imported according to the commercial 

register.
7. The company shall have an office in the Arab Republic of Egypt.
8. The contact data shall include the company address and email.
9. The customs code as assigned by the Ministry of Finance.

10. A statement disclosing former operations as a food importer, by the company and/or its 
managing and operating officer, under the same name or a different business name, with or 
without registration with the NFSA or with another Egyptian Authority, within the last year from 
the date marked on the application form.

11. A certified copy of the registration in the importers’ register of the Ministry of International 
Trade and Industry according to the Law No. 121/1982 - Importers Registration Law and its 
modifications.

The food importer license shall be valid for three years and to be renewed within, at least two months, 
prior to its expiration.  Failure to renew the license application within these set timelines will lead to the 
food importer being considered as a new applicant.  The renewal request, along with the payment of the 
associated renewal fees are to be submitted together.
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ARTICLE 5

FOOD IMPORTERS OBLIGATIONS

To obtain a favorable decision for a food importer license application, food importers shall commit to: 

1. Notify the NFSA of all their food establishments as may be the case,
2. Notify the NFSA of any change in the activities of the establishment that the food importer 

operates or of the closure of one of these operations as may be the case,  
3. Comply with the food safety and quality requirements based on the NFSA’s decisions and 

technical rules as they apply to food import control and international best practices, which 
include at least:

A. Key requirements for food consignment storage, transport, and distribution.
B. Key measures related to preventive controls applied by foreign suppliers and which need to 

be ascertained by food importers for example, through certification against an internationally 
benchmarked food safety or quality scheme, as well as the ability to recall food products and 
apply traceability requirements for a period not exceeding one year. 

ARTICLE 6

The National Food Safety Authority’s Obligations to Food Importers

1. Upon receiving the application for a food importer license, the National Food Safety Authority 
shall examine the application and the provided documents and will notify the applicant whether 
the application fulfills the NFSA’s requirements for food importers’ licensing within a period not 
exceeding 30 working days. 

2. Upon ascertaining that a food importer license application fulfills the National Food Safety 
Authority’s requirements, the NFSA will add the food business operator to the NFSA’s register 
of licensed food importers and publish the information on the National Food Safety Authority’s 
website.

3. Should a food importer license application fail to fulfill National Food Safety Authority’s 
requirements, the NFSA shall refuse the application and notify the applicant of the reasons of the 
refusal.  Should the reason to refuse the application be related to the food business operator not 
satisfying food safety requirements, the NFSA shall inform the applicant of corrective actions 
that need to be taken through a letter or electronically. The National Food Safety Authority shall 
provide the applicant with a period set by the NFSA’s Chairman to address these corrective 
measures. 

4. The National Food Safety Authority shall review its food safety and quality standards, rules, and 
regulations, as well as the requirements set for food importers to be followed and implemented.  
The National Food Safety Authority will assess their effectiveness on a regular basis and will 
assess the performance of food importers in following the NFSA’s rules and fulfilling the 
obligations associated with their license.  The performance of food importers will be used as one 
of the parameters in the risk-based approach to be adopted by the NFSA, to facilitate the 
clearance of imported food consignments. 
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5. The National Food Safety Authority shall establish a white list of qualified food importers 
among those licensed.  These will benefit from facilitated clearance protocols for imported food 
consignments, resulting in the reduction of the customs hold period, and the application of 
reduced sampling frequencies (less than 100 percent) to these consignments, in accordance with 
a risk determination approach adopted to create distinct clearance lanes for food import 
consignments, set by the NFSA’s Board of Directors. 

ARTICLE 7

FINANCIAL REQUIREMENTS
 
The importer shall pay on an annual basis the amount of:

1. Egyptian pounds (EGP) 20,000 as a fee for the issuance of the food importer license 
2. Egyptian pounds 5,000 as a fee for the issuance of a food importer license for those food 

business operators already licensed by the NFSA as food processing establishments. 

The National Food Safety Authority shall issue a receipt to attest to the payments of fees. 

Food importers shall also pay fees associated with additional services provided by the NFSA according 
to the following table: 

AMOUNT IN EGP SERVICE PROVIDED
1,000 Request for update to the data submitted in a food importer 

license application including addition of information.
500 Issuance of a replacement copy for a lost or damaged license.
200 Issuing a copy of the license certificate. 

ARTICLE 8

SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF FOOD IMPORTER LICENSES 

The Chairman of the National Food Safety Authority’s Board of Directors may decide to suspend or 
revoke a food importer’s license in the following cases:

1. A situation of non-compliance associated with a risk level that determines an enforcement action 
by the NFSA, commensurate with the level of risk assessed according to internationally 
recognized methodologies and approaches.

2. A situation where erroneous information was provided to the NFSA upon submitting a license 
application, renewal or update of the information associated with the license application.

3. A situation associated with the death of the person or with the cease of operation of the company 
to whom the license was issued.

4. A situation associated with a criminal conviction of the licensed individual or company in 
relation to corporate, import/export, customs procurement and supply, fraud and deception, 
competition, anti-monopoly laws and regulations, unless rehabilitated. 
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5. A situation where the renewal of the license was not submitted to the NFSA within the legal 
timelines set in this decision.   

The importer may contest the decision of suspension or revocation issued by the NFSA’s Chairman of 
the Board of Director before the Grievance Committee.

ARTICLE 9

The National Food Safety Authority’s Chairman of the Board of Directors may issue amendments to the 
conditions of food importers’ licensing, after review by the NFSA’s Board.  The National Food Safety 
Authority’s Board shall issue updates to this decision accordingly.

ARTICLE 10

The officials responsible for implementing this decision shall respect the confidentiality of the data 
provided to the NFSA in relation to pricing, invoices, and clients’ names.  Otherwise, they may incur 
civil and criminal liability.

ARTICLE 11

The provisions of this decision shall come into force on the day following the date of its publishing in 
the Egyptian Chronicles.

                         

National Food Safety Authority
Chairman of the Board of Directors
                              Prof. Dr. Hussein Mansour

…END TEXT
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APPENDIX II – DECISION NO. 6/2020 (ARABIC LANGUAGE ORIGINAL)
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SOURCE: FAS Cairo office research.
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Attachments:

No Attachments.


