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Report Highlights:

On January 5, 2020, the Government of Egypt issued Prime Ministerial Decree No. 35/2020, 
establishing a new state entity in the form of a joint-stock company integrated by the Ministries of 
Islamic Affairs, Agriculture and Land Reclamation, and the General Organization for Export and Import 
Control (an agency of the Ministry of Trade and Industry). This joint-stock company ISEGHALAL, is the 
sole official Egyptian entity responsible for granting label certification.
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GENERAL INFORMATION:

On January 5, 2020, the Government of Egypt issued Prime Ministerial Decree No. 35/2020, 
establishing a new state entity in the form of a joint-stock company integrated by the Ministries of 
Islamic Affairs, Agriculture and Land Reclamation, and the General Organization for Export and Import 
Control (an agency of the Ministry of Trade and Industry) (see APPENDIX I).  This joint-stock company 
ISEGHALAL, is the sole official Egyptian entity responsible  for granting halal label certification for 
foreign products being imported into the Arab Republic of Egypt.  

Prime Minister Madboly on January 22, in a press statement said that the Egyptian Organization for 
Standardization (EOS), an agency of the Ministry of Trade and Industry, will hold a two percent share in 
ISEGHALAL.  However, Egypt’s standards authority will not receive any revenue from the joint-stock 
company’s revenue stream.  

This decree legitimizes the establishment of IS EG Halal (Edgewater, New Jersey) as Egypt’s sole 
authorized halal certification entity in the United States for food  and beverage products exported to 
Egypt (see GAIN-EGYPT (2019-0025) FAIRS – Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards 
Country Report 2019 and GAIN-EGYPT (2019-1180) – Livestock and Products Annual 2019).  

As of May 1, 2019, other halal certifiers in the United States are no longer recognized as eligible.  
Exporters should work closely with their respective importers to ensure that products comply with 
halal certification requirement.

FAS Cairo understands that this decree is similarly applicable for IS EG Latin America SRL (Montevideo, 
Uruguay) for the whole of Latin America, including Brazil, and potentially for other origins.  
Implementing procedures for Decree No. 35/2020 have not been published.      

https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Food%20and%20Agricultural%20Import%20Regulations%20and%20Standards%20Country%20Report_Cairo_Egypt_12-31-2019
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Food%20and%20Agricultural%20Import%20Regulations%20and%20Standards%20Country%20Report_Cairo_Egypt_12-31-2019
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Livestock%20and%20Products%20Annual_Cairo_Egypt_9-2-2019
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APPENDIX I - Prime Ministerial Decree No. 35 (2020)
(UNOFFICIAL POST TRANSLATION)

BEGIN TEXT…

PRIME MINISTERIAL DECREE NO. 35 FOR 2020
The Prime Minster 
In Review of the Constitution
And according to:

- Law 159 (1981) - Establishment of joint-stock companies, recommended-stock companies, and 
limited liability companies;

- Law 127 (2015) - Registration of public officials for the establishment of joint-stock companies;
- Presidential Decision No. 269 (2018)  - Cabinet formation and adjustments; 
- And the Ministries of Islamic affairs, Agriculture and Land Reclamation, and Trade and Industry 

recommended and with prior approval of the Cabinet, it is determined:

Article 1
That the Ministries of Islamic Affairs, Agriculture and Land Reclamation, and the General Organization 
for Export and Import Control (an agency of the Ministry of Trade and Industry) are herewith 
authorized to establish jointly a company for granting the halal label “ISEGHALAL”  according to the 
joint-stock companies, recommended-stock companies, and limited liability companies law, that will 
not conflict with the purposes and responsibilities of the aforementioned authorities. 

Article 2
This determination is to be published in the official gazette and will enter into force effective its 
publication date. 

January 5, 2020

The Prime Minster 
Dr. Mostafa Kamal Madboly

…END TEXT
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APPENDIX II- Prime Ministerial Decree No. 35 (2020)
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Attachments:

No Attachments.


