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Report Highlights:

The Southwest Monsoon covered the entire country by June 26, twelve days ahead of the normal date of 
July 8.  The cumulative rainfall for the Southwest Monsoon 2020 reported by the Indian Meteorological 
Department, as of June 29, 2020, was 18 percent higher than the fifty-year average.  The early advance 
of the monsoon has led to a significantly faster pace of sowing of Kharif crops across India.  Planted 
area is 104 percent higher than last year, and 68 percent higher than the five-year average led by 
increased area in oilseeds, pulses, cotton and rice. With timely rains and adequate reservoir storage, 
planting is expected to continue at an accelerated pace.



General Information
The Southwest Monsoon covered the entire country by June 26, twelve days ahead of the normal date of 
July 8.  According to the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD), the early advance over central and 
northwest India was facilitated by the formation of a low-pressure area over the Bay of Bengal which 
moved west-northwestwards, and another cyclonic circulation over central India.   Such early coverage 
of the Southwest Monsoon over the entire country last occurred in June 2013.

According to IMD, the cumulative rainfall for the Southwest Monsoon 2020, as of June 29, 2020, was 
18 percent higher than the fifty-year average. The cumulative rainfall was 196.2 mm, as compared to 
normal average of 166.9 mm, during June 2020. As such, the monsoon is advancing normally over south 
and east India, with a week delay advance over northeast India, and about 7-12 days early advance over 
central and northwest India.

Weather Outlook
According to the IMD forecast for July 1-5, heavy to very heavy rainfall is expected in parts of Eastern 
Uttar Pradesh, Eastern Madhya Pradesh, Sub Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim, Konkan and Goa, 
Kerala, and Coastal Karnataka. Fairly widespread rains/thundershowers are likely in the northern parts 
of the West Coast, over Northeast India and northern plains between July 5-7. For more details, please 
refer to All India Weather Summary and Bulletin.

Sowing Progress
According to the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare’s (MOAFW) June 26, 2020 report, the 
overall planting for Kharif 2020 season is 68 percent higher (in area) than the five-year average due to 
advance onset of the monsoon and timely rains. Planting for all major crops is higher compared to last 
year, except for Jute and Mesta.  Madhya Pradesh (oilseeds - soybean), Gujarat (oilseeds – groundnut, 
cotton), and Maharashtra (oilseeds - soybean, pulses – arhar/pigeon pea, cotton) have seen significant 
increases in planted area. For more details, please refer to All India Crop Situation dated June 26, 2020.

Reservoir Storage Status
The Central Water Commission monitors the live storage status of 123 reservoirs around the country on 
a weekly basis.  As per the reservoir storage bulletin dated June 25, 2020, the live storage available in 
these reservoirs is 56.725 billion cubic meters (BCM), which is 33 percent of total live storage capacity 
of these reservoirs.  However, last year, the live storage available in these reservoirs for the 
corresponding period was 29.166 BCM (17 percent) and the average of the last 10 years live storage was 
33.207 BCM (19 percent).  As such, the overall water supply situation is better than the corresponding 
period of last year and the average of the last ten years.

Out of 123 reservoirs, 104 reservoirs reported more than 80 percent of normal storage and 19 reservoirs 
reported 80 percent or below of normal storage. Out of these 19 reservoirs, 9 have storage levels of up to 
50 percent. Normal storage means average storage of the last ten years, close to normal storage 
represents a shortfall of up to 20 percent of normal levels, deficient storage is where the shortfall is 
greater than 20 percent and up to 60 percent of normal levels, and highly deficient represents a shortfall 
more than 60 percent of normal levels.

States with greater levels of stored water (in percentage) than last year for the corresponding period 
include Rajasthan, Punjab, Jharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal, Tripura, Nagaland, Gujarat, Maharashtra, 

https://mausam.imd.gov.in/imd_latest/contents/all_india_forcast_bulletin.php
http://agricoop.nic.in/sites/default/files/CWWG%20data%20as%20on%2026.06.2020.pdf


Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana (two 
combined projects in both states), Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu. For 
more details please refer the Reservoir Storage Bulletin.

Table 1. India: Southwest Monsoon Regional Rainfall Distribution
from June 1 to June 30, 2020

Regions 2020 Actual 
(mm)

Normal 
(mm)*

2020 Percentage Departure 
from Normal

Northwest India 77.9 75.3 +4%
Central India 220.9 169.2 +31%
Southern Peninsula 172.6 160.2 +8%
East and Northeast India 401.4 347.1 +16%
All India 196.2 166.9 +18%

*Normal Rainfall is the fifty-year average from 1951-2000
Source: Indian Meteorological Department

Table 2. India: Kharif 2020 Sown Area (in million hectares)

Crop
Area Sown in 

2020 as on 
June 26, 2020

Area Sown in 
2019 as on 

June 26, 2019

Normal 
Area on 

June 26**

Y-o-Y 
Change

Change 
from 

Normal
Rice  3.771  2.793  3.205 35% 18%
Pulses  1.940  0.603  1.145 222% 69%
Coarse Cereals  4.796  2.448  2.609 96% 84%
Oilseeds  8.331  1.332  2.407 526% 246%
Sugarcane  4.969  4.903  4.777 1% 4%
Jute and Mesta  0.588  0.666  0.698 -12% -16%
Cotton  7.169  2.708  3.923 165% 83%
Total  31.563  15.453  18.764 104% 68%

Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Famers Welfare, Government of India
**Normal Area is the five-year average of the area from 2015-2019

http://cwc.gov.in/sites/default/files/25.06.2020-fb-pdf.pdf


Image 1. India: Region Wise Reservoir Storage Position in Billion Cubic Meters (BCM)

Source: Ministry of Water Resources, Government of India
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