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Report Highlights:

In November 2024, China released Action Plan on Food Conservation and Anti-Food Waste to reduce
food loss and waste in grain production, storage, transportation and processing while significantly
reducing food waste in HRI sector as well. The goals are for the loss rate of grains to be below the
international average, to set up a long-term mechanism for grain and food waste reduction with
continuous improvements in data collecting, and to establish standards and an indicator framework by
2027,
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Overview

Following on the “Anti-Food Waste Law of the People's Republic of China™ in 2021, the "Food Security
Guarantee Law of the People's Republic of China" in 2024, and the vigorously promoted “Clean Plate
Campaign”, China unveiled its Food Conservation and Anti-Food Waste Action Plan. Policy makers
explained that they saw many food loss and waste problems in various areas, from farm to table. Official
plan to use the Action Plan to make improvements and increase awareness, monitoring, and
implementing policies to reduce grain loss.

Objectives

With this Action Plan, the government is working to building a more effective, long-term mechanism by
2027 in grain and food conservation. It calls for a continuously improved statistical survey system,
standards and indicator system. The government hopes to control the loss rate of grain production,
storage, transportation and processing to be under the international average. In addition, the Action Plan
states that per capita food waste per meal should be reduced significantly in restaurants, cafeteria and
canteens through collaborations of citizens, society, business and government.

Key Issues
Grain Loss Reduction

The Action Plan outlines recommendations in reducing grain loss in harvesting, storage, transportation
and processing. It emphasizes the importance of using advanced machinery and equipment throughout
the entire process. The Action Plan also requires practitioners to develop standards, guidelines, data
points and indicators for food loss and waste reduction. To further reduce food loss and waste and
improve processing efficiency, the government calls for resourceful utilization of grain and oil
processing by-products, maximizing the use of grain resources, including by-products and alternative
feed sources.

Raising Awareness of Food Loss and Waste Reduction Nationally

The Action Plan also focuses on individuals, households and society by linking food waste reduction
with healthy eating, balanced nutrition and scientific food portion. It suggests that food conservation and
anti-food waste should become a society agreement and be written in manuals of villages and cities.
Tourism and food businesses would be evaluated and rated by the Action Plan.

Anti-Food Waste in Restaurants

The Action Plan requires the 2013 “Clean Plate Campaign” to be more active in reminding consumers
and providers of appropriate sizes of orders, options of small portions, packing leftovers, and food
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donations. The Action Plan clearly states that violators will be called to a meeting, facing penalties,
media exposure and corrective actions.

Anti-Food Waste in Cafeterias/Canteens

Cafeterias/Canteens of all natures should announce guidelines and management systems in anti-food
waste. Assessments and evaluations on food loss and waste reduction will be included as key
performance indicators. Food service providers should evaluate daily needs and number of diners before
preparing food.

Execution of the Action Plan

The Action Plan calls for an understanding of the current situation and collecting data and indicators for
building an effective anti-food waste mechanism. According to the Plan, it will coordinate among
government agencies, and international organizations to learn, research and share food conservation and
waste reduction strategies through intensive promotions, and organizing events on importance days and
holidays.

The government highlight the desire for international collaboration, such as hosting international
conferences, supporting joint research and technology demonstrations, encouraging personnel training,
participating in global initiatives and working towards the UN’s 2030 goal of halving food waste in the
food service sector.

Please visit the link for the announcement on the website of the Central Government in local language:
https://www.gov.cn/zhengce/202411/content_6989265.htm

ATO Guangzhou’s Efforts

Partnering with local and U.S. businesses, Universities and experts, ATO Guangzhou has organized two
international food loss and waste reduction forums to increase the awareness and locate innovative
solutions through reutilization in the feed and petfood industry.

Contact information

U.S. Agricultural Trade Office Guangzhou
Address: No. 43, Huajiu Road, Guangzhou, China
Email: atoguangzhou@usda.gov

Attachments:

No Attachments.
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