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DISCLAIMER:  This report has been prepared by the USDA/Foreign Agricultural Service in 
Paris, France for U.S. exporters of domestic food and agricultural product.  While every 
possible care was taken in the preparation of this report, the information provided may not 
be completely accurate either because policies have changed since its preparation, or 
because clear and consistent information about these policies was not available.  It is highly 
recommended that U.S. exporters verify the full set of import requirements with their 
French customer (importer), who is normally best equipped to research such matters with 
local authorities, before any goods are shipped.  Final import approval of any product is 
subject to the importing country's rules and regulations as interpreted by border officials at 
the time of product entry. 
 
Notes for Using the Guide 
 
France, as a member of the European Union, conforms to all EU regulations and 
directives.  We therefore recommend that this report is read in conjunction with 
the EU Certification Guide produced by the US Mission to the EU in Brussels, 
Belgium which may be find on the following website: 
 
  http://www.useu.usmission.gov/agri/Certification_Guide.html 
 
This report lists export requirements for exports to France. For animal by-products intended 
for human consumption or not intended for human consumption (pet food, feed for non 
ruminants, feed for ruminants, fertilizers and crop substrates), France requires additional 
statements which must be added to EU health certificates.  Informal unofficial translations of 
French SRM additional statements are attached.  Please note that for imports to France all 
export certificates must be presented in both French and English. 
  
Although France conforms to all EU regulations it has yet to completely harmonize all of its 
certificates.  Thus, an exporter must provide language in its export certific ate that addresses 
both EU and French requirements.  Thus, you will note that the attached certificates (A-D) 
for France are titled “Additional Certificates and Declarations for Imports into France.”  The 
EU relevant language is found in the top box on the certificate titled “Declaration 
Communautaire” and the French portion is found beneath and is titled “Attestations 
Complementaires Nationales.”  Please be sure to provide language addressing both sections. 
  
French Competent Authorities 
 
French Customs provides information on imports for which the agency, General Direction for 
Consumption, Competition and Fraud (DGCCRF), the Veterinary Services and the Plant 
Protection Service of the General Direction for Food (DGAL), select lots for further inspection.  
The DGCCRF is within the Ministry of the Economy, Finance and Industry 
(http://www.finances.gouv.fr) and DGAL is part of the French Ministry of Agriculture, Food, 
Fish and Rural Affairs (http://www.agriculture.gouv.fr) 
 
The DGCCRF is responsible for the inspection and the safety of all foods except animal 
products:   
 
Direction Générale de la Consommation, de la Concurrence et de la Répression 
des Fraudes (DGCCRF) 
Ministére de l'Economie, des Finances et de l'Industrie  
59, boulevard Vincent Auriol 
75703 Paris Cedex 13 
Tel: (33-1) 44 87 1717 
Fax: (33-1) 44 97 3031 
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Internet:  http://www.finances.gouv.fr 
 
Regulation 2002/176/EC, called "The General Food Law", is the harmonized regulation which 
establishes the general principles and requirements of EU harmonized food law.  However, 
exporters should be aware that there may be some variation among Member States in 
applying EU harmonized legislation, such as temporary waivers or exemptions, and that 
some aspects may be handled differently in the Member States. 
 
The “DGAL/MCSI/Bureau de l’Importation Pays Tiers” (imports from third countries) is 
responsible for the inspection of live animals, meat and meat products, animal feed and pet 
food.   
 
Bureau de l’Importation Pays Tiers 
Mission de Coordination Sanitaire Internationale 
Direction Générale de l'Alimentation 
Ministère de l’Agriculture 
251 rue de Vaugirard 
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
Tel: (33-1) 49 55 88 92 
Fax: (33-1) 49 55 83 14 
E-mail: import.mcsi.dgal@agriculture.gouv.fr  
 
The DGAL/SPV (Plant Protection Service) is responsible for the inspection of plants, crops 
and seed imports into France.  SPV is part of the DGAL at the following address: 
 
Direction Générale de l'Alimentation 
Sous-direction de la qualité et de la protection des végétaux 
Ministère de l’Agriculture 
251 rue de Vaugirard 
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
Tel: (33-1) 49 55 88 48 
 
U.S. Competent Authorities, Issuing Export Certificates 
 
The U.S. issuing agencies are identified by their acronyms.  For further information please 
refer to the following list of agencies and the relevant websites for each. 
 
USDA/FSIS:  Food Safety and Inspection Service, USDA   
 
Export Requirements for the European Union: 
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/Regulations_&_Policies/Export_Information/index.asp 
 
USDA/APHIS:  Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service  
 
USDA International Animal Export Regulations: 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/NCIE/iregs/animals/ 
 
International Animal Product Export Regulations: 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/NCIE/iregs/products/ 
 
Plant Protection and Quarantine Export Services : 
www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/pim/exports/ 
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USDA/AMS:  Agricultural Marketing Service  
 
USDA European Union Health Certification Program: www.ams.usda.gov/dairy/eu prgm.htm 
 
FDA:  Food and Drug Administration www.fda.gov/cber/gdlns/exprtcert.htm#iv 
 
USDA/FGIS:  Federal Grain Inspection Service 
 
Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration 
www.usda.gov/gipsa/international/intl-services.htm 
 
NOAA:  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
 
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/trade/EUCONTENTS.htm 
 
Related Reports from FAS offices in the EU 
 
Visit the USEU website:  The website www.useu.be/agri/usda.html provides a broad range of 
useful information on EU import rules and food laws and allows easy access to USEU reports, 
trade information and other practical information.  More information on EU certification can 
be found at:  http://www.useu.be/agri/usda.html. 
 
Report 
Number 

Title Date 
Released  

FR6041 Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards 
Country Report - France 

07/31/2006 

E36071 EU Certification Guide - Update 05/02/2006 
E36098 EU Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards 06/26/2006 
E34015 General Requirements for Veterinary Certificates 05/27/2004 
E34005 Certification for Personal Meat and Dairy Imports 05/04/2004 
 
These reports can also be accessed through the FAS website: 
http://www.fas.usda.gov/scriptsw/attacherep/default.asp 
 
EU regulations are available in English at : http://europa.eu.int/eur-
lex/en/consleg/index1.html 
  
French Requirements by Product : Table (pages 6-9) 

- Apiculture products including honey 
- Animal by-products intended for petfood (table A) 
- Animal by-products intended for feed of non ruminants (table B) 
- Animal by-products intended for feed of ruminants (table C) 
- Animal by-products used as fertilizers or crop substrates (table D) 
- Animal by-products for human consumption 
- Wine 

 
Animal By-Products not Intended for Human Consumption (8 Tables pages 10-17) 
Additional statement for import into France as of 1 September 2006 (page 10 to 13 : in 
French – page 14 to 17 : in English) 
 
Animal By-Products Intended for Human Consumption (pages 18-19) 
Additional statement for import into France as of July 1, 2006 (French and English). 
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http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/WAspad/RechercheSimpleTexte.jsp  
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Animal By-Products Intended for Human Consumption : 
 
Additional statement for import into France of animal products for human 
consumption to be added to the health certififcate as of July 1, 2006 : 
 

Pour les produits obtenus à partir d’ovins, caprins, bovins nés, élevés et abattus dans les 
pays tiers non classés en GBR I. 

«  Ce produit ne contient pas et n’est pas dérivé : 
soit (*) 
§ de matériels à risque spécifiés définis à l’annexe XI, partie A, du règlement (CE) 
n°999/2001 produits après le 31 mars 2001, ni de viandes séparées mécaniquement, d’os de 
bovins, d’ovins ou de caprins, produites après le 31 mars 2001. Les animaux n’ont pas été 
abattus à une date postérieure au 31 mars 2001, après étourdissement, par injection de gaz 
dans la boîte crânienne ni mis à mort selon la même méthode et n’ont pas été abattus, après 
étourdissement, par lacération du tissu nerveux central au moyen d’un instrument allongé, 
en forme de tige, introduit dans la boîte crânienne. 
§ les carcasses entières, les demi-carcasses et les quartiers de carcasses importées 
peuvent contenir la colonne vertébrale ; 
soit (*) 
§ De matériels de bovins, d’ovins, et de caprins autres que ceux d’animaux nés, élevés 
et abattus dans les pays suivants : Argentine, Australie, Islande, Nouvelle Calédonie, 
Nouvelle-Zélande, Panama, Paraguay, Uruguay, Singapour, Vanuatu» 
 
(*) Biffer la mention inutile » 
 
 
« Le produit d’origine animale ne contient et n’est pas issu : 
 
§ de tout ou partie du crâne, y compris les yeux  mais à l’exclusion de l’encéphale 
d’ovins et de caprins âgés de moins de six mois ; 
§ de tout ou partie du crâne, y compris l’encéphale et les yeux d’ovins et de caprins 
âgés de six mois et plus ; 
§ d’amygdales d’ovins et caprins, quel que soit leur âge ; 
§ de tout ou partie du crâne, y compris l’encéphale, les yeux et les amygdales d’ovins 
et de caprins nés ou élevés au Royaume Uni ; quel que soit leur âge ; 
§ de graisses animales fondues issues pour tout ou partie de la fonte d’os de ruminants 
ou préparées à partir de tissus adipeux de ruminants collectés après la fente de la colonne 
vertébrale ; 
§ de gélatine issue pour tout ou partie d’os obtenus à partir de ruminants nés, élevés et 
abattus dans des pays ou régions de catégorie 4; 
§ de gélatine issue pour tout ou partie d’os obtenus à partir de ruminants nés, élevés et 
abattus dans des pays ou régions de catégorie 2 ou 3 et n’ayant pas subi de traitement de 
type alcalin; 
§ de moelle épinière d’ovins et de caprins d’un poids net carcasse supérieur à douze 
kilogrammes.» 

 
Additional statement for import into France of animal products for human 
consumption to be added to the health certififcate as of July 1, 2006 (Informal 
unofficial translation): 
 
For products derived from ovine, caprine, bovine, born, bred and slaughtered in third 
countries not in GBR 1 category : 



GAIN Report - FR6051 Page 19 of 19  
 

UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

 
This product does not contain and is not derived from : 
Either (*) 
- « specified risk material in Annex XI, section A, of Regulation (EC) n°999/2001, 

produced after 31 March 2001, or mechanically recovered meat obtained from bones  
of bovine, ovine or caprine animals produced after 31 March  2001. After  31 March 
2001, the bovine, ovine and caprine animals, from which this product is derived , 
have not been slaughtered after stunning by means of gas injected into the cranial 
cavity or killed by the same method or slaughtered by laceration after stunning of 
central nervous tissue by means of an elongated rod-shaped instrument introduced 
into the cranial cavity. 

- Carcasses, half-carcasses and quarter carcasses may contain vertebral column on 
import ; 

Or (*) 
This product does not contain and is not derived from : 
- Bovine, ovine, caprine materials other than those derived from animals born, reared 

and slaughtered in the following countries : Argentina, Australia, Island, New 
Caledonia, New Zealand, Panama, Paraguay, Uruguay, Singapour, Vanuatu.” 

 
(*) Cross out as appropriate 
 
This product does not contain and is not derived from : 
 
« whole or part of the head, including the eyes, but excluding the encephalon from ovine, 
and caprine aged less than 6 months ; 
« whole or part of the head, including encephalon and eyes from ovine, and caprine aged 
more than 6 months ; 
« tonsils from ovine and caprine whatever their age ; 
« whole or part of the head, including encephalon, eyes and tonsils from ovine, 
and caprine born and bred in the United Kingdom whatever their age ; 
« melted animal fats issued wholly or partly from ruminant’s melted bones or produced from 
ruminant’s fatty tissues saved after vertebral column’s split; 
« gelatin issued wholly or partly from bones obtained from ruminants born, bred and 
slaughtered in countries or regions of category 4 ; 
« gelatin issued wholly or partly from bones obtained from ruminants born, bred and 
slaughtered in countries or regions of category 2 ou 3 and that did not undergo alkaline 
processing ; 
 « spinal cord from ovine and caprine of a net weight carcass over twelve kilograms .» 
 
Refer to FSIS website : 

 
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/PDF/frsrm.pdf 
 

 
 
  
 


