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Report Highlights: 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency published the finalized guidance document clarifying their 

position on novelty declarations and pre-market assessments for livestock feeds derived from crops 

developed through gene-editing. This provided the final piece of clarification for the seed and grain 

sectors on Canada’s policies for gene-edited crops. In line with the other policy decisions, livestock 

feeds derived from gene-edited plants characteristically similar to those conventionally bred, will be 

treated with the same regulatory approach under the Feeds Act and Feeds Regulations. 
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On May 3, 2024, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) published a guidance update for the 

assessment of novel feeds from plant sources. Per Canada’s Feeds Regulations, novel feeds are defined 

as those feeds which are composed of or derived from microorganisms, animal sources, or plants 

sources that: 

 are not approved as livestock feed in Canada through listing in Schedule IV or V of the Feeds 

Regulations; 

 and/or, contain a novel trait 

Source: CFIA 

Following a 2023 consultation, CFIA has confirmed in updating its guidance document, Guidelines for 

the assessment of novel feeds: Plant sources, that feeds derived from gene-edited plants will be regulated 

in the same manner as any other plant-derived feeds. These feeds will be regulated based on the traits or 

characteristics of the product, not on the development method. Resultingly, feeds derived from plants 

produced using gene-editing techniques will only be regulated as novel feeds should any ingredient not 

be listed in Schedule IV or V or should an ingredient have a novel trait that means it is no longer 

characteristically similar to the conventional ingredient listed in Schedule IV or V. In the situation where 

there is novelty, the feed would be required to undergo pre-market assessment and approval by CFIA, as 

does any novel feed ingredient whether conventionally developed or derived through biotechnology. 

This updated guidance is in alignment with the U.S. FDA regulatory approach for animal foods derived 

from plants developed through gene-editing techniques; both countries are determining novelty on a 

plant trait/characteristic approach and not based on the process/methodology for development. 

The Canada Grains Council, Canola Council of Canada, and Cereals Canada issued statements 

applauding the CFIA guidance update. These associations note that this guidance update provides 

industry with long-awaited clarity and will enable ongoing investment and innovation in plant-breeding.  

FAS/Canada has previously reported on Canada’s policy updates on novel foods and plant breeding 

techniques, including decisions on environmental release and regulations on seeds. 
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https://inspection.canada.ca/animal-health/livestock-feeds/eng/1299157225486/1320536661238
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Canada%20Consults%20on%20Novel%20Feed%20Regulation_Ottawa_Canada_CA2023-0043
https://inspection.canada.ca/animal-health/livestock-feeds/regulatory-guidance/rg-1/chapter-2/eng/1329298059609/1329298179464?chap=6#s22c6
https://inspection.canada.ca/animal-health/livestock-feeds/regulatory-guidance/rg-1/chapter-2/eng/1329298059609/1329298179464?chap=6#s22c6
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Health%20Canada%20Launches%20Consultation%20on%20Novel%20Foods%20Regulation%20Focused%20on%20Plant%20Breeding_Ottawa_Canada_05-04-2021
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Health%20Canada%20Launches%20Consultation%20on%20Novel%20Foods%20Regulation%20Focused%20on%20Plant%20Breeding_Ottawa_Canada_05-04-2021
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Consultation%20on%20Regulatory%20Requirements%20for%20the%20Environmental%20Release%20of%20Plants_Ottawa_Canada_06-14-2021
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Updated%20guidance%20for%20seed%20regulations%20supportive%20of%20gene-edited%20products_Ottawa_Canada_CA2023-0023

