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Weekly report as of May 29, 2020, of COVID-19 impact on India's food retail sector.



India Food Retail Update as of Friday, May 29, 2020

1. Mumbai: According to local reports, a growing number of shop owners are shutting down 
operations and staying home or returning to their native states. These shops are finding it 
increasingly difficult to operate due to the exodus of laborers and rising financial losses.  For 
many of these shop owners, continued lockdown extensions are making their businesses 
unviable, and they feel that returning to their native homes is a safer option.  

2. Bengaluru: Prices of grocery items, especially plant-based cooking oils and sugar, are rising due 
to supply and distribution issues that have arisen from the lockdown.  The COVID-19 situation 
has spurred a growing number of kirana stores (neighborhood mom & pop grocery shops) to 
digitate their operations which is helping streamline their financial management, procurement, 
and delivery operations.  

3. Ahmedabad: Due to a bumper crop and decline in demand from restaurants, the price of 
onions and green chilies has fallen significantly at the city’s Agricultural Produce Marketing 
Committee (APMC). Officials report that on May 27, only 118,388 pounds (lbs) of onions were 
traded compared to the 396,832 lbs that are usually sold.

 
4. Goa: Migrant workers stranded in Goa without food ration cards will soon be provided a ration 

of 5 kilos of rice by state authorities.

5. Chennai: Vegetable merchants have asked the Chennai Metropolitan Development to reopen 
the Koyambedu Wholesale Market Complex. At present, these merchants are operating out of 
a temporary market at Thirumazhisai. The temporary market site is not convenient for local 
retailers, which has resulted in 50 percent of vegetables going unsold or rotting, leading to 
significant financial losses for farmers and merchants. 

6. Hyderabad: The Mahboob Gunj wholesale market was reopened on May 27 after 26 days of 
being closed. The market was previously shut down due to two COVID-19 detections. The 
Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation has reopened the market on the condition that only 
30 percent of shops will be open on any day. Merchants will also have to adhere to strict safety 
norms. The temporary fruit market at Madhavaram will be split in order to maintain social 
distancing within visiting crowds. On average, during pre-COVID times the market received 
3,000 to 3,500 people, and 2,000-2,500 tons of fruits, per day. This temporary fruit market was 
established after the Koyambedu Wholesale Market Complex was closed due to the presence 
of COVID-19. 

7. Pune: The city’s APMC wholesale grocery market reopened on May 25 after being closed 
almost a week.  Authorities will keep the market open by controlling the flow of cargo trucks 
and performing temperature checks on each person entering the market. 

8. Cochin: The supply of fresh fish has declined by 85 percent during the lockdown. Only 20 
metric tons of fish have been sold, daily, compared to an average 150 tons, per day, prior to 
the lockdown. This decline was not due to the lack of supply but distribution issues and delays.
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