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When the CAFTA-DR was negotiated, no particular format for the Certificate of Origin was 
specified.  Yet, compliance with the rules of origin must be clearly demonstrated on the 
Certificate of Origin.  The Guatemala Customs Authority (SAT) in the first two years of 
CAFTA-DR implementation, decided on a flexible policy in relation to providing background 
information to prove that an article imported into Guatemala, from any CAFTA-DR country, 
was CAFTA-DR origin.  As of October 2008, however, SAT began implementing a strict policy 
in relation to CAFTA-DR origin information.  To simplify the understanding of the required 
information that needs to be presented in the Certificate of Origin, the proposed form and an 
explanation on how to fill in the information follows. 
 
The following model of Certificate complies with the SAT requirement and again, provides a 
model that both Guatemalan importers as well as CAFTA-DR exporting countries can use in 
order to request the CAFTA-DR preferential tariff.  This model is just a suggestion, it is not 
mandatory and, therefore, importers, exporters, or producers can design their own 
Certificate as long as they include the minimum requirements established in Article 4.16.2 of 
the CAFTA-DR.  If this model is used to request the CAFTA-DR preferential tariff, it must be 
completely filled out by either the importer, exporter, or producer and it must be legible.  The 
importer will be responsible for presenting this Certificate to SAT so SAT officials can apply 
the preferential tariff of an imported good or product.  The Certificate will not be considered 
valid if it has exed-out material, amendments, or writing in between lines. 
 
Field 1:  Please write down the complete name, address (including the country) and tax 
identification number of the exporter.  The tax identification number will be: 
 Costa Rica:   Number corresponding to the exporter’s civil I.D. 
 El Salvador:   Number of Tax I.D. (N.I.T) 
 Guatemala:   Number of Tax I.D. (N.I.T.) 
 Honduras: Number of National Registry I.D. (R.T.N.) 
 Nicaragua: Number of Unique Registry I.D. (R.U.C.) 
 DR:  Number of National Registry I.C. (R.N.C.) or Personal I.D. 
 
Field 2:  Please fill in this field if the Certificate covers several shipment of identical goods, 
as described in Field 5, which are imported in the CAFTA-DR countries within a period no 
longer than 12 months (maximum validity).  “From” is the date from which the Certificate 
will apply to the good covered under the Certificate (can be prior to the date in which the 
Certificate is signed).  “To” is the expiration date for the period covered under the Certificate.  
The importation of any good to be covered by this Certificate must take place within the 
stated dates in this field. 
 
Field 3:  If there is only one producer, clearly write down the complete name, address 
(including country) and tax identification number, as detailed on Field 1.  If more than one 
producer is named, state “SEVERAL” and attach the list of producers, including name, 
address (including country) and Tax I.D. number, making reference to the good or goods 
described in Field 5.  If you wish to keep this information as CONFIDENTIAL, please state 
“AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST OF COMPETENT AUTHORITY”.  If the producer and the exporter 
are the same person, fill in the field writing “SAME”.  If the producer is unknown, state 
“UNKNOWN”. 
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Field 4:  Please state the complete name, address (including country) and the name of Tax 
I.D. of the importer, as defined in Field 1. 
 
Field 5:  Please provide a complete description of each good.  The description should be 
sufficiently detailed so that it corresponds to the merchandise description of the invoice and 
to the description in the Harmonized System (HS).  If the Certificate covers just one 
shipment of a product, include the number of the commercial invoice.  If the number of the 
commercial invoice is unknown, provide another unique number of reference, such as the 
shipment order number, purchase order number, or any other number that can help to 
identify the merchandise. 
 
Field 6:  For each good described in Field 5, please identify the corresponding 6-digit tariff 
classification of the Harmonized System (HS).  If the product is subject to a specific rule of 
origin which requires 8-digit or 10-digit, identify it up to this level of detail, using the tariff 
classification of the Harmonized System (HS) of the importing country. 
 
Field 7:  For each good described in Field 5, please clearly indicate the criteria (A, B1, B2 or 
C) that are applicable, followed by the coding described by the note of this field according to 
the preferential regime that is being requested.  The rules of origin can be found in Chapter 
4, the Annex 4.1 (Rules of Origin) of the Agreement or in Appendix 3.3.6.  In order to 
request CAFTA-DR preferential tariff rate, each good must comply with one of the following 
criteria: 
 
 Criteria for preferential tariff: 

A:  The merchandise is originated totally in the territory of one or more of the CAFTA-
DR countries. 
B:  The merchandise is entirely produced in one or more of the CAFTA-DR countries: 

B(1):  Each of the non-originated materials used in the production of the good 
undergoes a transformation which allows the product to comply with the tariff 
classification. 
B(2):  The good meets requirements as CAFTA-DR origin according to the 
other applicable requirements of Chapter 4 of the Agreement. 

C:  The good is produced entirely in a CAFTA-DR country, from CAFTA-DR original raw 
material. 

 
Note:  For each criterion under the preferential regime, please add the following 

codes: 
 
CAFTA:  If the preferential tariff is requested under CAFTA 
CA-RD:  If the preferential tariff is requested under regime Central America – 

Dominican Republic. 
 
 

Field 8:  For each piece of merchandise described in Field 5, for which the preferential tariff 
regime is B(2) of Field 7, please describe the method used to determine the origin, 
accordingly: 
 VCR: Value of Regional Content, followed by (1), (2), or (3): 

(1) Reduction Method 
(2) Increasing Method 
(3) Net Value 

ACU: Accumulation 
DM: De Minims 
MF: Tangible merchandise 
JM: Group of merchandise 
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Field 9:  For each piece of merchandise described in Field 5, please write “YES if you are the 
producer of the good.  If you are not the producer of the good, please write “NO” followed by 
(1) or (2), depending upon the following assumptions: 

(1) Classified accordingly to a Certificate issued by the exporter or producer; 
(2) Knowledge by the importer or exporter that the merchandise qualifies as 

original. 
Note:  Assumption (2) does not exempt one from the obligation to demonstrate that 
the merchandise qualifies as original. 

 
 
Field 10:  This field must be used to declare any other information relevant to prove that the 
merchandise or products are original, for example:  the route for transportation, previous 
resolutions, invoices provided by a third country, or if it is the products subject to a tariff-
rate-quota (quota), among others.  For products under the preferential regime CA-RD 
described in Field 7, the exporter or importer must clearly declare if the good was produced 
within Duty Free areas or under other tax or special customs regimes. 
 
Field 11:  This field must be filled, signed, and dated by the issuer of the Certificate 
(importer, exporter, or producer).  The date must be that on which the Certificate has been 
filled out and signed.  If annex pages are used, they must also be signed by the importer, 
exporter, or producer. 
 
 
The next web link contains SAT’s suggested Certificate of Origin pdf format:   
http://www.mineco.gob.gt/Presentacion/ExplorarDirectorio.aspx?titulo=TituloAdministracion
ComercioExterior&subtitulo=Tratados+de+Libre+Comercio&llaveExploracion=Tratados+de+L
ibre+Comercio 
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