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On February 6, 2009, the Ministry of Health, Labor, and Welfare (MHLW) announced the 
fourth recall of a U.S. peanut product exported to Japan on suspicion of Salmonella 
contamination.  MHLW has been conducting an investigation into previous imports connected 
with the case and this case emerged as a result of the investigation.  MHLW reported that all 
of the product in question had been distributed and post suspects that at least some if not all 
of the product may have already been consumed.  However, there have been no related 
reports of illness with this case.  MHLW has not completed its investigation and it is not clear 
whether more cases will show up.  Previous recalls are detailed in GAIN JA9010, JA9011, and 
JA9012.  The following is a provisional translation of MHLW’s notification. 
 
 

(Provisional translation) 
MHLW Press release 
February 6, 2009 
 

Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare 
Office of Import Food Safety 
Director – Michino (ext. 2495) 
Staff – Nishimura (ext. 2497), Uchimi (4243), 

Kanie (2477), Kojima (2478) 
Tel; 03-2553-1111 
Direct; 03-3595-2337 
 

Regarding the handling of Salmonella food poisoning in the US (Fourth Report) 
 
1.  Peanut products from the Peanut Corporation America (Blakely, Georgia) and related 
foods have been recalled voluntarily in relation to a Salmonella food poisoning incident in the 
United States in fall of 2008.  MHLW also issued an order to stop sales and a recall of related 
products.  
2. Today, we confirmed that product using peanuts from the Peanut Corporation of America 
was imported to Japan.  The product has been voluntary recalled in the United States.  
Through the local authority (Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo), we ordered the importer to stop distribution 
of the product and to recall the distributed product.  There are no reports of health damage 
related to the recalled product. 
 
Name of the product; Roasted peanut (340 g per canned container) 

(1) Ass Kickin’ Honey Roasted Peanuts 
 (2) Ass Kickin’ Chipotle Roasted Peanuts 
Manufacturer; Southwest Specialty Food, Inc. (Goodyear, Arizona) 
Importer; Cordon Vert CO., LTD 
Volume; 192 cartons, 783.36kg each of (1) and (2) 
Date of import notification; January 28 and May 26, 2008 
Distribution status; All distributed.  Recall order was issued and notified to distributers. 
 
Background 

• In the United States, 575 people in 43 states have suffered from Salmonella 
Typhimurium as of February 5, 2009 (No related food poisoning has been reported in 
Japan). 

• On January 16, 2009, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration announced a Salmonella 
food poisoning incident from last fall, which was caused by products containing 
processed peanuts from the Peanut Corporation of America (hereafter PCA, Blakely, 
Georgia), and the recall of related foods.  Therefore MHLW responded by (1) 
examining the relation of imported foods and the products in question, (2) issuing an 
order to stop importation of the products in question.   
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• On January 28, 2009, PCA expanded the list of recall from ‘peanut butter and peanut 
paste manufactured after August 2008 to ‘peanut butter, peanut paste, peanut meal, 
peanut granule and dry/roasted peanuts from lot numbers starting with 7, 8, or 9, 
manufactured after January 2007. 


