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During September 18-19, FAS/Bangkok met with representatives from the Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MONRE), offered their insight into Thailand’s upcoming biosafety legislation and the future of biotechnology in Thailand.  
According to MONRE, the Biosafety law is viewed as the key piece of legislation in advancing biotechnology in Thailand.  Although the ban on field trials was recently overturned, several stringent guidelines were created, such as linking approval of field trials to a public comment periods, and have made it difficult for government officials to advance their research.  Furthermore, the reversal of the field trial ban came under heavy scrutiny from biotech opponents for allowing field trials to go forward without a clear Biosafety law in place.  However, MONRE officials stated that the Biosafety law under review contains guidelines for field trials which should largely silence much of the existing criticism.

The wild card currently is the Thai political situation.  The recent political situation in Thailand involving the removal of Prime Minister Samak threatens to undermine progress on the new Biosafety law.  Once the law has been fully vetted and approved by the Council of State, the law is then presented to House of Representatives for final approval.  However, the current review process can be terminated anytime if the new Prime Minister chooses to dissolve the House of Representatives while reviewing the new law, a political tool used in the past to alleviate political tensions.  Under this scenario, a decision made to dissolve the house would halt the review of all laws currently being considered.  On a positive note, Thai media is reporting there is a possibility that the new Prime Minister might dissolve the House within the next few months, likely before the Biosafety law is fully vetted and submitted.  This would allow a new House of Representatives to form before the Council of State has fully vetted and submitted the Biosafety law.
On January 22, 2008, the Cabinet approved the draft Biosafety Law in principle, and then forwarded the draft to the Office of the Council of State for legal review (TH8096 and TH8113).  According to MONRE, after the Biosafety law was approved in principle, a group of anti-biotech NGOs drafted their own Biosafety law and attempted to seek support for their version among relevant ministries, starting with the Ministry of Public Health.  To date, this alternate Biosafety law has not gained the support needed for Cabinet review.  The Office of Council of State is reviewing the Cabinet approved draft and is expected to conclude in early 2009.   During this process, the Office of the Council of State maintains a dialogue with MONRE to make adjustments to the draft law.  
End of Report.
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