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Post provides a listing of recent events on the military’s role in guarding harvests, silos and industries, the Food Chamber’s proposals to produce two types of corn oil, and statements by the Agriculture Vice Minister about control of the food chain.
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Executive Summary

Post provides summary informal translations of recent reporting by the local media. 

Military Will Guard Silos, Harvests And Industries
The Superintendent of Silos and Agricultural Warehouses (SADA), Carlos Osorio, announced that the winter harvest will be guarded by the new Bolivarian National Military Service.  He added that about 400 guards will watch facilities and the activities of receiving, storing and distributing cereal crops.  Article 29 of the recently launched Organic Law of Food Security and Sovereignty indicates that Bolivarian National Military Service will be the institution responsible for the permanent safekeeping of the facilities and the strategic food reserves.

The Venezuelan Food Industry Chamber, Cavidea, Proposes The Production Of Two Types Of Corn Oil
Although the food processing industry is positive about the recent review of food prices by the Government after five years without adjustments, the new prices of corn oil, margarine and pastas still do not cover costs.  The president of the Chamber has requested that the Executive review these prices again.
In the case of corn oil, the industry proposes that 50 percent of the corn oil production be regulated and produced from domestically grown corn, while the other 50 percent be produced from imported corn and sold at unregulated prices.  They will also again propose an administered system of prices that allows a periodical revision of the products under regulation.

The Law Guarantees Control Of The Food Chain
The Vice Minister of Agriculture, Richard Canan, pointed out that the Food Security and Sovereignty Law guarantees control over the whole food productive chain, a process which is aimed at bringing food to the Venezuelans.  He added that the private food industry is compelling consumers to eat only the products that help them make a profit.  He remarked that this law does not force nor determine the type of products to be consumed, but it establishes the mechanism to control the quality, safety, type of mixes and proper packing.
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