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Ms. Sabine Laruelle remains the Minister of Agriculture in the new Belgian coalition government.
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A new Belgian coalition government was sworn into office Thursday, March 20, 2008, made up of French- and Dutch-speaking Christian Democrats, Liberals and Socialists.  King Albert II appointed Mr. Yves Leterme as Prime Minister and Ms. Sabine Laruelle as the Federal Minister for Agriculture.  For more information on the federal government, please go to www.belgium.be.

Ms. Sabine Laruelle
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Source: www.belgium.be
General elections were last held on June 10, 2007 and the Flemish Christian Democrat party (CD&V) headed by Yves Leterme became the largest political party.  In the following 6 months, the political parties were not able to form a coalition government.  As a result, in late December 2007 King Albert II installed a temporary government.  

Laruelle, born on June 2, 1965 in Huy, graduated as agricultural engineer at the University of Gembloux, Belgium.  Between 2001 and 2003 she worked as director at the federation of the Walloon agriculture (in French Federation Wallonne de l’Agriculture).  More recently, she became the Minister for Agriculture in the latest coalition government led by Prime Minister Mr. Guy Verhofstadt.  Ms. Laruelle was also Minister of Agriculture in the temporary government.  The Regions of Flanders and Wallonia have their own Ministries of Agriculture.  On international policy level, Ms. Laruelle represents these Ministries.
Ms. Sabine Laruelle is a member of the Reformist Movement (in French the Mouvement Réformateur, MR), a Belgian French-speaking liberal party.  More information on Ms. Sabine Laruelle can be found at www.sabinelaruelle.be.
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