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Report Highlights:
The French Institute for Origin Appellation (INAO) is in the process of reconfiguring the AOC (Appellation orf Origin) Champagne area.  A list of forty districts will be proposed for inclusion in the AOC Champagne area.   After a six month period of public comment, the INAO will publish a final list of the districts and then proceed to define the plots eligible for planting.  INAO expects that this process will take at least five years before new plantings will be possible.
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Background Information on Champagne Producing Regions

Wine production in Champagne started in Gallo-Roman times and was further developed by the efforts of Jean Oudard and Dom Pierre Perignon, Benedictine monks and cellarmasters at the respective abbeys of Saint Pierre aux Mont de Chalons and Saint Pierre d’Hautvillers.  The Champagne geographic area was initially established in December 1908, but it took many years of political struggle, civil unrest, a new decree, and more debate before the current Champagne region was established in July 1927.  The champagne area extends into several geographic departments, including, the Marne (21,000 hectares), Aube (6,600 hectares), Aisne (2,800 hectares), and parts of the Seine et Marne and the Haute Marne areas.
Extension of Champagne Area:

Approximately fifteen years ago discussions began to reconsider the current Champagne Appellation Controle of Origin (AOC) area. In 2004, INAO, the French government entity that regulates the AOC system, nominated experts and members of a regional committee (from regions outside the Champagne area) to review and recommend a new geographic area eligible for the Champagne AOC.  

On March 13, 2008, the INAO announced a list of forty districts eligible to join (and excluded two currently eligible districts) the AOC Champagne area which will soon be published in the French Official Journal. Thereafter, there will be a six month public comment period. After the public comment period, INAO will review and prepare a final list which is expected in spring 2010.  Afterwards, INAO will determine the plots within each district which meet the AOC champagne requirements.  This process is expected to be completed by 2015.
Conclusion:
The current Champagne AOC, established in 1927, accounts for 32,500 hectares of vine production.  The need to enlarge the Champagne area is being driven by largely economic factors, i.e., demand is outstripping supply.  In 2007, France produced a record 338.7 million bottles.   
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