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Report Highlights:
On December 15, the Pakistan National Institute of Health (NIH) confirmed that six individuals have tested positive for H5N1 avian influenza (AI).  One of the confirmed AI patients died in hospital.  This marks the first reported human cases of AI in Pakistan.  

Includes PSD Changes: No
Includes Trade Matrix: No
Annual Report
Islamabad [PK1]
[PK]
PAKISTAN CONFIRMS FIRST CASES OF HUMAN AVIAN INFLUENZA

On December 15, the Pakistan National Institute of Health (NIH) confirmed that six individuals have tested positive for H5N1 avian influenza (AI).  One of the confirmed AI patients died in hospital.  This marks the first reported human cases of AI in Pakistan.  
The text of the Ministry of Health press release follows:
Government of Pakistan

Ministry of Health

Press Release

Ministry of Health Taking Necessary Action for the Control of Avian Influenza Outbreak in NWFP

ISLAMABAD, 15 December 2007:  The National Institute of Health under the auspices of the Ministry of Health has tested patients and contacts suspected for Avian Influenza in late October, 2007.  Six cases were found positive for H5N1 Avian Influenza virus, five of them from Abbottabad and one from Mansehra district.  Five of them have fully recovered.  One of the confirmed cases died in hospital, while his brother who could not be tested has also died.

To avert the potential spread of this infection to humans, the Ministry of Health has implemented the following control activities:

· Investigation and sampling of case and contacts, and the organization of active surveillance for the early detection of infection.

· Ensuring standard treatment to all detected cases and contracts.

· Identification of isolation wards/rooms in all referral hospitals in the area and the nomination of focal persons to ensure proper case management and early notification of suspected cases.

· Ensuring an early stockpiling of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to ensure the necessary protection of health providers.

· Ensuring a preliminary stock of Osaltamivar for prophylaxis and treatment.

The Ministry of Health is undertaking these effective interventions in close collaboration with the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock, the Health Department of NWFP, WHO and UNICEF.  The Ministry of Health will maintain this measure to ensure the health and well-being of the population and avert the threat from avian influenza in Pakistan.

End text.
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To reach FAS/Islamabad, email us at Agislamabad@usda.gov.
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