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Welcome to Hot Bites from India, a weekly summary of issues of interest to the U. S. agricultural community.  The report includes information that has been garnered during travel within India, reported in the local media, or offered by host country officials and agricultural analysts.  Press articles are included and summarized in this report.  Significant issues will be expanded upon in subsequent reports from this office.  Minor grammatical changes have been made for clarification.

DISCLAIMER: Any press summary contained herein does NOT reflect USDA’s, the U.S. Embassy’s, or any other U.S. government agency’s point of view or official policy.

IFY 2006/07 GDP GROWTH REVISED UPWARD

The Indian economy grew by 9.6 percent in IFY 2006/07 (Apr-Mar), the second highest in recorded history after 10.5 percent registered in 1988/89.  This is based on the ‘quick estimates’ of national income for 2006/07, released by the Central Statistical Organization.  The 9.6 percent growth rate for 2006/07 comes over and above the 9.4 percent jump in GDP recorded during the preceding fiscal year.  This makes it superior to the all-time high of 10.5 percent for 1988/89 which was on a much lower growth base of 3.8 percent in 1987/88.  The 9.6 percent overall GDP increase in 2006/07 was powered mainly by services and industry, which grew by 11.2 percent and 10.6 percent respectively.  On the other hand, the farm sector decelerated from 5.9 percent to 3.6 percent.  (Source: Business Line, 02/01/08)

INDO-U.S. TEAM DEVELOPS RICE WITH HIGHER PROTEIN CONTENT

A team of Indian and American scientists has successfully developed a rice hybrid that will have 12% more protein content.  Though a host of tests still remain, this will be the largest ever protein boost registered in rice involving Indian varieties, claim scientists involved with the project.  The research results, presented in this week’s peer-reviewed Journal of Agricultural Food Security, published by the American Chemical Society, involved plant geneticists S. Sukumar of Tamil Nadu Agricultural University and Ahmed Mahmoud and B. Harikrishnan of the University of Missouri, Columbia.  The project received funding from the Rockefeller Foundation and a grant from the Indian government’s Department of Biotechnology.  (Source: Mint, 01/24/08)
INDIA MAY TURN BIG PRODUCER OF GM RICE AND VEGETABLES BY 2010

A research report by Rabo India Finance Limited reveals that India has the potential to become a major producer of transgenic rice and vegetables by 2010.  India has emerged as a leading destination for investment in biotechnology in the recent years.  Research work is being carried out on 19 crops including rice, wheat, cotton, potato, banana, tomato, rapeseed, mustard, egg plant, cauliflower, cabbage, melon, citrus fruits, etc.  Research is focusing on several traits – insect pest and biotic stress resistance, drought tolerance, water logging and salinity tolerance, delayed ripening and increased shelf life.  The report estimated the Indian agri-biotech industry’s revenue in Indian fiscal year 2006/07 (April/March) at Rs. 9.26 billion, a growth of 55 percent over last year.  (Source: Business Line, 01/24/08)

RUSSIA BANS TEA, COFFEE, AND RICE IMPORTS FROM INDIA

Russia’s agricultural watchdog RosSelkhozNadzor has banned imports of plant products, including rice, tea, coffee, and peanuts from India starting January 28, 2008, after khapra beetle was found in a shipment of Indian sesame recently at a border checkpoint in Novorossiysk.  The ban will take a toll on Russia’s tea packaging factories, which are heavily dependent on Indian supplies, market players warned.  (Source: Indian Express, 01/26/08)

CLIMATE CHANGE TO IMPACT INDIAN AGRICULTURE: IARI

A recent group of studies done at the Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI) on the impact of the global climate change on Indian agriculture indicates the possibility of loss of four to five million tons in wheat production with every rise of 1 degree Celsius temperature throughout the growing period, even after considering carbon fertilization.  Irrigation potential is likely to decrease in the near future in the Indo-Gangetic plains with the fast melting of glaciers.  The estimated loss in wheat production can, however, be minimized to one to two million tons, if farmers go for early planting of wheat to escape the possible abnormal rise in temperature at the ripening stage.  Losses for wheat and other winter crops would be greater than for summer crops.  (Source: Financial Express, 01/28/08)

CENTRE PLANS CULLING IN STATES NEAR BENGAL

With the reports of bird flu in several districts of West Bengal, the central government is planning to create a protective ring around West Bengal to check the possibility of spread of the disease to the neighboring states.  The move follows a meeting of the officials of the Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Ministry of Agriculture and senior officials of five neighboring states.  This will involve complete depopulation of all poultry birds in the five kilometer belt of the West Bengal border.  The poultry owners in the identified zone will be compensated as per the established norms.  (Source: Indian Express, 02/01/08)

BANGLADESH: WORSENING BIRD FLU PUSHES MILLIONS OF FARMERS ON BRINK

A worsening bird flu situation has pushed the country's poultry industry' to the brink of destruction', as fear of human contact led to the plummeting price of chickens in the local market, farmers said.  The industry, which employs around five million farmers, is struggling to fight heightened fear that eating of cooked chickens or eggs poses a great risk to public health.  The Managing Director of a poultry farm said that the price of chicken had fallen by at least 20 per cent in the past week alone because of the bird flu.  Moshiur Rahman, Managing Director of Paragon Poultry, one of the largest in the country said that the bird flu fear had been so hyped up that people no longer wanted to buy farm-raised chicken and eggs.  He added that if it continued for another month, they may have to shut down their farms even before the bird flu even affects their farms since the poultry farmers were already struggling to cope with the rising cost of feed.

The government admitted on Sunday that the bird flu situation has worsened, with 29 out of the country's 64 districts so far confirming detection of the disease.  Officials of the livestock department said that as much 350,000 birds including chicken, fowls and pigeons have been culled and buried in over 110 outbreaks in the country.  Officials also confirmed that hundreds of crows in the country's northern and southern districts have also died of bird flu.
In January alone, there were 25 outbreaks, making the month the worst since the bird flu was first detected in a farm near the capital in February 2007.  The government has stepped up its active surveillance in the country's 150,000 poultry farms, sealed off the border and planned to conduct house-to-house searches to prevent the disease from spreading.  The administrations of the affected districts have been directed to run strong campaigns to warn the people about the danger of bird flu.  The Director General of Department of Livestock Services however said that there was nothing to be panicked about.  He also warned that if the flu mutated and then contacted humans, it would be a catastrophe.  (Source: The Financial Express, 01/29/2008)

BANGLADESH: BIRD FLU SPREADS IN THIRTEEN DISTRICTS OF RAJSHAHI DIVISION

Bird flu has been detected in 13 out of 16 districts of the border adjacent to Rajshahi Division of the country.  68,000 poultry birds have so far been burned in the affected districts.  The Department of Livestock Services has requested the Border Security Force of Bangladesh to remain in full alert to stop entry of any poultry birds from West Bengal (India).  The most affected districts are Dinajpur and Nilfamari.  68,876 poultry birds belonging to 18 farms under 24 sub-districts of 13 districts have been culled due to bird flu infection.  The poultry industry is worried about entry of eggs, chicks and poultry at very low prices, smuggled through the border, which occurred on an earlier occasion of a bird flu outbreak in India.  (Translated from Bangla Daily Amar Desh, 01/30/08)
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