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Report Highlights:
On December 13, 2007, China’s General Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine (AQSIQ) notified the Agriculture Office at the U.S. Embassy in Beijing that it has decided to allow the import of pork products from six U.S. pork processing plants.  They are establishments 18079, 17D, 717, 717CR, 717M, and 3-W.  AQSIQ requests the six U.S. plants to export pork products only on and after this very date of notification.
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Summary

On December 13, 2007, China’s General Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine (AQSIQ) notified the Agriculture Office at the U.S. Embassy in Beijing that China has decided to allow the import of pork products from six (out of seven) U.S. pork processing plants delisted in 2007.  This action came after an on-side audit conducted by AQSIQ technical officials during November 26 – December 3, 2007.  The six plants include establishments 18079, 17D, 717, 717CR, 717M, and 3-W.   The plants inspected were delisted earlier after repeated detections of ractopamine residues that are currently banned in China.  

According to AQSIQ’s rule, relisting of the delisted plants requires an on-site audit in the delisted plants and an evaluation based on the audit result.  AQSIQ’s evaluation result determined that the six plants have established and implemented a control system segregating swine fed with feed containing ractopamine.  The plants relisted also have an experience of exporting pork products from swine fed without ractopamine.  As a result, AQSIQ believes that these relisted U.S. plants can guarantee their ractopamine-free pork exports to China.  The relisting becomes effects as of the date of this notification.  

The following is an unofficial FAS Beijing’s translation of AQSIQ’s notification.

Quote of the translation:

General Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine

Of the People’s Republic of China (AQSIQ)
Zhi Jian Shi Wai Han [2007] No. 1550

December 13, 2007
The Agriculture Office

Embassy of the United States of America

Beijing

Dear Sirs:

Re:  Resumption of Pork Imports from Six U.S. Pork Processing Plants

At the invitation of the Agricultural Office at the U.S. Embassy in Beijing, an AQSIQ audit group conducted an on-site study in seven U.S. pork processing plants belonging to three U.S. companies, Smithfield, JBS, and Tyson Foods, during 26 November – 3 December 2007.   After our evaluation, the Chinese audit group considered that the six plants, 18079, 17D, 717, 717CR, 717M, and 3-W, to have established and implemented a control system segregating swine fed with feed containing ractopamine.  These establishments also have an experience of exporting pork products from swine fed without ractopamine.  As a result, they can guarantee ractopamine-free pork exports to China.  

The audited plant, 244W, has not established such a control system segregating swine fed with or without ractopamine.   Pork exports from this plant to China, thereby, cannot be guaranteed to meet the requirements of China’s regulations.  

At the same time, the Chinese audit group also found other sanitary problems in the seven U.S. pork processing plants.  For example, there were no independent rooms for changing clothes (shoes) and for performing sterilization at entry and exit places.  Some floor surfaces were not smooth, and there was accumulated water on the floor in some work areas.  There were no segregated inner packaging and outer packaging areas and no complete segregation of areas for staff and other logistics movements.  There were some dirty materials or rust stains on some conveyer belts.  There was no strict segregations of office, living and processing areas.  AQSIQ requests the U.S. side to take corrective measures to strengthen its sanitary control at the above-mentioned places.

According to the evaluation result of the Chinese audit group, AQSIQ decided to resume importation of pork products from the six U.S. establishments, 18079, 17D, 717, 717CR, 717M, and 3-W, produced on and after this date of notification.  Regarding the establishment, 244W, it will only be allowed to resume pork products to China after it takes measures to control ractopamine in feed and at swine slaughter so that it can guarantee its pork exports to China in compliance with China’s regulations.  It must also provide AQSIQ with the above-mentioned information for the Chinese side to evaluate.  Also, AQSIQ requests the U.S. side to urge the six U.S. plants to strengthen their management on health control, so as to guarantee safe pork exports to China.  

Department of International Cooperation

General Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine
The People’s Republic of China

End quote of the translation.
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