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Report Highlights:
Several Californian wines were awarded medals at the Moscow Vinnaya Karta Open, held on April 23, 2007.  The international competition featured wines from several countries, although jurors complained that Moldovan and Georgian wines were not available as a result of a ban in Russia.  This event highlighted the quality of American wines, and promoted these products in the Russian market.
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Unscheduled Report

Moscow [RS1]

[RS]

The final round of the international "Vinnaya Karta Open 2007" wine & spirits competition took place the day before the “Wine Style” professional exhibition opened (held on April 23, 2007, in Moscow at the Radisson SAS Slavyanskaya Hotel). More than 2,000 people from the retail, restaurant, and wine & spirits industries visited the exhibition. International jurors from the "Vinnaya Karta Open 2007" competition conducted master’s classes as part of the “Wine Style” program.

"Vinnaya Karta Open" was first held in April of 2004 and marked the coming of age of the Russian wine market.  The Vitrina Publishing House and its "Vinnaya Karta" newspaper wanted to introduce the objectivity and professionalism that only an international-level jury can lend to a competition.  By virtue of holding these competitions, Russia’s position as one of the premier new markets for premium and super-premium wines and spirits was solidified.  One of the main purposes of the “Vinnaya Karta Open” is to raise the level of knowledge and professional expertise, and promote quality products in this fast growing market. 

All participants in the competition were invited to the award ceremony.  Senior management from several leading Russian companies, importers, diplomats, trade representatives, and the media also attended.  Wine and spirit samples from the competition participants were presented to visitors at the ceremony. 

The following American wines were awarded gold medals:

Irony 2005 Delicato Family – distributed by "Alianta"

Merryvale Reserve 2001 – distributed by "Vagr Vina Vita"

Beringer California Chardonnay 2004 – distributed by "DP-Trade"

Beringer California Merlot 2002 – distributed by "DP-Trade"

Peter Paul 2001 Grove Street Winery – distributed by "Wining"

A silver medal was awarded to:

California Dream 2004 Wente Vineyards Estate Winery – distributed by “Dionis Club”

In the spirits category, Jim Beam’s 8-year Black Bourbon Whiskey won a bronze medal at the event in 2006.

Several promotional events, including a wine tasting with the Wine Institute of California and ATO Moscow held at the U.S. Ambassador’s residence last June, have helped American wines build brand recognition on the Russian market.  As the market for wine continues to grow, events such as the Winnaya Karta Open will highlight the quality and potential of American wines to a new audience. 
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