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Benelux Trade in Tree Nuts

Benelux (Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg) imports of tree nuts surged from 471 million USD in 2003 to 808 million USD in 2005, and continued to increase throughout 2006.  Imports include, in order of importance, cashew nuts, shelled almonds, pistachios and hazelnuts.  The Netherlands accounts for more than half and imports of tree nuts have gone up for all three countries.  The US continues to be their main supplier and its market share is growing.  

The value of US exports to the Benelux almost doubled between 2003 and 2005 and, based on figures over the first nine months, 2006 looks very promising.  Within the various commodity groups, tree nuts shows the highest single export figure, in value, from the US to the Benelux.  In 2005, exports of tree nuts account for 17% of the total value of US agricultural exports to the Benelux.

Other suppliers of importance include India, Turkey, Vietnam and Spain.  Exports of India and Vietnam almost exclusively consist of cashew nuts whereas Turkey is by far the largest supplier of hazelnuts to the Benelux.  US exports of these products to the European market are low.  Spain’s export trade is focused on almonds and therefore competes directly with the US in this market.  

As an important trans-shipment market, the Benelux is also a large exporter of tree nuts with exports growing from 312 million USD in 2003 to 503 million USD in 2005.  However with imports growing faster than exports, the Benelux continues to be an interesting target market for US tree nuts.

	Benelux Imports of Tree Nuts (million USD)

	
	2003
	2004
	2005
	Jan.-Sep. 05
	Jan.-Sep. 06

	Netherlands
	279
	316
	473
	324
	392

	Belgium
	152
	192
	266
	176
	155

	Luxemburg
	40
	52
	69
	47
	44

	Total
	471
	560
	808
	547
	591


Source: www.gtis.com/gta
	Benelux Imports of US Tree Nuts (million USD)

	
	2003
	2004
	2005
	Jan.-Sep. 05
	Jan.-Sep. 06

	Netherlands
	60
	74
	128
	83
	119

	Belgium
	44
	50
	59
	39
	46

	Luxemburg
	21
	31
	43
	29
	30

	Total
	125
	155
	230
	151
	195


Source: www.gtis.com/gta
	Benelux Exports of Tree Nuts (million USD)

	
	2003
	2004
	2005
	Jan.-Sep. 05
	Jan.-Sep. 06

	Netherlands
	180
	241
	326
	234
	189

	Belgium
	92
	100
	115
	78
	85

	Luxemburg
	40
	51
	62
	51
	41

	Total
	312
	392
	503
	363
	315


Source: www.gtis.com/gta
Exports of US Tree Nuts to the EU

US total exports, in value, have gone up considerably during the past 5 years, driven by both higher prices and volumes.  While markets such as Canada, Mexico and Japan are important, the EU is by far the biggest market for US tree nuts and accounts for roughly 60% of total export value.  US export figures to the EU are detailed in the following chart.

	US Exports of Tree Nuts (million USD)

	
	2003
	2004
	2005
	Jan.-Sep. 05
	Jan.-Sep. 06

	Spain
	187
	288
	320
	239
	236

	Germany
	164
	244
	306
	206
	235

	Benelux
	125
	155
	230
	151
	195

	Italy
	96
	142
	174
	102
	113

	France 
	70
	101
	136
	129
	133

	Other
	128
	163
	256
	151
	133

	Total
	770
	1,093
	1,422
	978
	1,045


Source: www.gtis.com/gta
Exports of US Tree Nuts to the Benelux

US exports of tree nuts are dominated by pistachios, shelled almonds and, to a lesser extent, walnuts.  These three products account for over 90% of total exports to the Benelux.  

Pistachios

Exports of US pistachios continue to grow due to higher volumes and prices.  Between 2003 and 2005 the volume expanded by 70% and the value almost doubled.  Only 5-10% of Benelux pistachio imports stay in the Benelux market, the rest is, after packing and processing, exported to neighboring countries Germany and France.  Pistachios are used by the snack industry and end up in retail or the HRI market.  Pistachios are also used in the food processing industry.  Ethnic pastry producers but also ice cream and chocolate producers are all buyers of pistachios.  The US competes in this market with pistachios coming from Iran.  

	 Benelux Imports of Pistachios (million USD)

	
	2003
	2004
	2005
	Jan.-Sep. 05
	Jan.-Sep. 06

	World
	87
	97
	136
	95
	115

	USA
	50
	62
	99
	65
	87

	Iran
	6
	6
	10
	9
	5

	Other
	31
	29
	27
	21
	23

	Benelux Exports of Pistachios (million USD)

	World
	69
	94
	120
	91
	92


Note: trade figures include HS 080250

Source: www.gtis.com/gta
	Benelux Imports of Pistachios (‘000 T)

	
	2003
	2004
	2005
	Jan.-Sep. 05
	Jan.-Sep. 06

	World
	22
	22
	30
	22
	20

	USA
	13
	15
	22
	15
	15

	Iran
	2
	1
	2
	2
	1

	Other
	7
	6
	6
	5
	4

	Benelux Exports of Pistachios (‘000 T)

	World
	15
	20
	23
	18
	15


Note: trade figures include HS 080250

Source: www.gtis.com/gta
Almonds

The export value of shelled almonds doubled as well between 2003 and 2005, solely driven by higher prices.  However, the first 9 months of 2006 show that the volume of US almonds shipped to the Benelux is growing again.  Exports to the Benelux during 2006 are therefore expected to be higher than exports during 2005.  

Although Spain is the main competitor for US suppliers of shelled almonds, it is losing market to the US.  Other suppliers, although of minor importance, include Greece, Italy and Morocco.  More than half of imported shelled almonds stay within the Benelux.  It is used by the food processing industry (mainly bakery), the snacks and confectionary industry (marzipan, nougat, almond paste, etc.).  Demand for almonds from the snack industry is growing.

	Benelux Imports of Shelled Almonds (million USD)

	
	2003
	2004
	2005
	Jan.-Sep. 05
	Jan.-Sep. 06

	World
	84
	105
	157
	107
	135

	USA
	47
	62
	93
	67
	91

	Spain 
	25
	29
	40
	24
	26

	Other
	12
	14
	24
	16
	18

	Benelux Exports of Shelled Almonds (million USD)

	World
	30
	38
	66
	47
	50


Note: trade figures include HS 080212

Source: www.gtis.com/gta
	Benelux Imports of Shelled Almonds (‘000 T)

	
	2003
	2004
	2005
	Jan.-Sep. 05
	Jan.-Sep. 06

	World
	23
	21
	21
	15
	20

	USA
	14
	13
	13
	10
	14

	Spain 
	6
	5
	5
	3
	3

	Other
	3
	3
	3
	2
	3

	Benelux Exports of Shelled Almonds (‘000 T)

	World
	8
	7
	9
	6
	7


Note: trade figures include HS 080212

Source: www.gtis.com/gta
Walnuts

The last sort of tree nuts discussed in this section is walnuts.  Figures indicate that exports have been stable for the past 5 years whereas the total import market has grown in the same period.  Industry contacts share the opinion that US walnuts are increasingly imported via other EU ports.  Walnuts are used by the food processing and snack industry.

	Benelux Imports of Walnuts (million USD)

	
	2003
	2004
	2005
	Jan.-Sep. 05
	Jan.-Sep. 06

	World
	31
	38
	41
	18
	22

	USA
	19
	23
	20
	6
	5

	Other
	12
	15
	21
	12
	17

	Benelux Exports of Walnuts (million USD)

	World
	17
	24
	17
	4
	6 


Note: trade figures include HS 080231 + HS 080232

Source: www.gtis.com/gta
	Benelux Imports of Walnuts (‘000 T)

	
	2003
	2004
	2005
	Jan.-Sep. 05
	Jan.-Sep. 06

	World
	10
	12
	12
	4
	4

	USA
	7
	9
	8
	2
	1

	Other
	3
	3
	4
	2
	3

	Benelux Exports of Walnuts (‘000 T)

	World
	6
	7
	5
	2
	2


Note: trade figures include HS 080231 + HS 080232

Source: www.gtis.com/gta
Consumption

In 2005, Benelux importers imported an estimated 1 billion USD worth of tree nuts, including almost 300 million USD coming from the US.  Almost half of total imports are exported directly, or after repacking, to other EU countries.  The other half is used by the food processing, confectionary and snack industry, etc. and subsequently sold locally and internationally.  Some traders solely focus on trading nuts, whereas others have expanded into blanching, roasting, salting, mixing nuts for the retail and HRI industry. 
FAS/The Hague estimates that the Benelux population annually consumes 48,000 MT or (200 million USD) of tree nuts (including snacks, processed products, etc.).  The per capita consumption of tree nuts is estimated to be between 1.5 and 2.0 kg per year, of which half is sold via food retail.  The other 50% is sold via foodservice or through processed food products where the tree nuts are used as an ingredient.

The Benelux has a population of 27 million.  Main characteristics of this population that drive the demand for tree nuts are the following: 

· stable population;

· ageing;

· concerns about obesity;

· declining size of average household;

· growing ethnic population;  

· the average consumer is more informed and aware of healthy diets than ever before.  

Export promotion organizations together with US exporters and Benelux importers are responding to these trends by stressing the nutritional values (vitamins, minerals, etc.), health advantages (antioxidants, good fats, etc.), cooking applications (meal, snack, etc.), etc. that tree nuts have to offer. For more information see section Marketing of this report.

	A list of organizations that publish information on the nutritional value and health advantages of tree nuts 

	- Netherlands Association for the trade in dried fruit, spices and allied products
	www.zuidvruchten.nl

	- Frucom is the European representation of the Member States’ associations (like NZV, Belgafood, etc)
	www.frucom.org

	- Nucis Foundation: health and tree nuts
	www.nucis.org

	- The international nut and dried fruit council
	www.nutfruit.org


Exporting to the Benelux

I.  EU import rules

Contaminants in foodstuffs

Over the years, Commission Regulation 466/2001 setting EU wide harmonized maximum levels for contaminants has been amended a number of times.  Commission Regulation 1881/2006 again amends maximum levels for certain contaminants and consolidates the provisions of Regulation 466/2001 and all its amendments into one regulation.  The new regulation will apply as of March 1, 2007.  For tree nuts, Section 2 Mycotoxins, and more specifically the maximum level of aflatoxin, is of high importance.  
	
	Maximum level aflatoxin (µg/kg)

	Product:
	B1
	(B1+B2+G1+G2)
	M1

	Groundnuts, nuts and dried fruit and processed products thereof, intended for direct consumption or use as an ingredient in food stuffs
	2.0
	4.0
	-

	Nuts and dried fruit to be subjected to sorting, or other physical treatment, before human consumption or use as an ingredient in food stuffs
	5.0
	10.0
	-


NOTE: the maximum levels apply to the edible part of groundnuts, nuts and dried fruits.  If nuts “in shell” are analyzed, it is assumed when calculating the aflatoxin content that all the contamination is on the edible part.

For more information, go to the following website http://useu.usmission.gov/agri/contaminants.html
Sampling and Analysis methods

The sampling method and method of analysis for the official controls of the levels of aflatoxin are decribed in Commission Regulation 401/2006.  For more information on new developments on sampling and analyzing shipments of US almonds, go to the following website http://useu.usmission.gov/agri/contaminants.html.

II.  Health Certificates

Phytosanitary certificates are required under the EU’s Plant Health Directive 2000/29/EC.  Imports of unprocessed nuts must be accompanied by a US Department of Agriculture phytosanitary certificate or PPQ577, issued by an official Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) inspector.  The certificate is used to certify that the nuts have been inspected and that they comply with the importing country’s phytosanitary regulations.  For more information, go to the following website www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/pim/exports/certificates&forms.html and a certificate can be viewed at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/pim/exports/ppq577.pdf.

III.  EU import duties

To obtain the appropriate commodity code for your product, you can contact the Dutch customs at +31 45 574 3031 and the Belgian customs at +32 2 210 3332 or visit the following website http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/dds/en/tarhome.htm.  This website also provides tariff classification and rates.  

It is also possible to obtain a written binding ruling called a Binding Tariff Information (BTI).  This will provide assurances that you have the correct tariff classification for your product.  More information on how to apply for BTI is available online at:

http://www.douane.nl/zakelijk/invoer/en/invoer-05.html
More information on EU import duties can be found on http://useu.usmission.gov/agri/import.html.

Marketing 

According to the trends, as described in the Consumption and Trade section, the demand for tree nuts in the Benelux continues to grow.  The growing trade between Benelux importers and clients from neighboring countries demonstrates the EU wide demand for tree nuts.

US Cooperators are active in the EU, marketing US tree nuts.  Activities include marketing campaigns (public relations and health communications), seminars, promotions (in-store sampling demonstrations and tastings), cooperation with importers and retailers, etc.

	An overview of leading US tree nuts cooperators

	- California Almond Board
	www.almondsarein.com

	- California Pistachio Commission
	www.pistachios.org

	- California Walnut Commission
	www.walnut.org


Trade Shows

There is no trade show being organized in Belgium and the Netherlands specifically for tree nuts.  Benelux buyers of these products frequently visit leading trade shows like SIAL in France and ANUGA in Germany.

For more details about Dutch and Belgian trade show opportunities for U.S. companies, contact FAS/The Hague.

United States Department of Agriculture

Foreign Agricultural Service 

Lange Voorhout 102
2514 EJ The Hague
The Netherlands
Tel: +31 70-310-2299
Fax: + 31 70-365-7681
E-Mail: AgTheHague@fas.usda.gov 

Website: www.fas.usda.gov and www.usembassy.nl/fas.html
Contact list

For more information on the Benelux trade in tree nuts, please contact the following national organizations:

Netherlands:

Netherlands Association for the Trade in Dried Fruit, Spices and allied Products (NZV)

Ms. Barbara Niemans, Secretary

Bezuidenhoutseweg 82

2594 AX The Hague, The Netherlands

Phone: +31 (0)70 383 3011

Fax: +31 (0)70 347 5253

Email: secretariat@nzv-org.nl
Website: www.zuidvruchten.nl
Belgium:

Belgafood Fedis

Mr. Alain Verhaeghe

Sint Bernardusstraat 60

1060 Brussels, Belgium

Phone: +32 (0)2 537 3060

Fax: +32 (0)2 539 4026

Email: av@fedis.be
Website: www.fedis.be
Other points of contacts include:

Dutch organization for the bakery and confectionary industry (VBZ)

Mr. A. Baas, Director

Bankastraat 131/b

2585 EL The Hague, The Netherlands

Phone: +31 (0)70 355 4700

Fax: +31 (0)70 358 4679

Email: vbz@vbz.nl
Website: www.vbz.nl
Benelux research center for snack and confectionary (SSZ)

Mr. P. van Vliet, Director

Laan van Vollehoven 3217

3706 AR Zeist, the Netherlands

Phone: +31 (0)30 695 0304 

Fax: +31 (0)30 695 1305

Email: info@ssz.nl

Website: www.ssz.nl
Reports

Related Reports from FAS/The Hague and other European offices can be found on http://www.fas.usda.gov/scriptsw/attacherep/default.asp.
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+31 (0)70-3102.305

Global Agriculture Information Network





USDA Foreign Agricultural Service


GAIN Report








Template Version 2.09








� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








UNCLASSIFIED
USDA Foreign Agricultural Service


_1069482913.doc
[image: image1.png]






