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MOA circular warns of the impact of early frost on crops in North China

On Sep 10, 2006, MOA issued an urgent circular requesting all relevant departments to take measures to reduce the impact of early frost on crops in North China.  According to the Chinese Meteorological Agency, a sharp temperature fall and early frost is expected to hit the west and east part of North China. The circular points at several technical proposals to safeguard corn, soy, and rice crops. (09/10/06, MOA website, WXP)

MOA issued the 11th five-year plan for animal husbandry

According to the 11th five-year (2006-2010) plan for animal husbandry, by 2010, meat, egg and milk production are expected to reach 86 MMT, 30 MMT and 42 MMT, with an average annual growth rate of 2 percent, 1 percent and 8 percent respectively.  The output value of animal husbandry is expected to account for 38 percent of the total agricultural value.   Feed production is expected to reach 131 MMT. (Farmer’s Daily, 09/13/06, WXP)

100,000 Chongqing farmers depart for Xinjiang to assist in the cotton harvest

Chongqing municipal government (located in central China) plans to send 100,000 farmers to Xinjiang Province (Northwest China) for this year’s cotton harvest.  The City of Chongqing will provide several trains to transport farmers in addition to allocating a sum of US$3 million in assistance funding for the temporary worker relocation program to Xinjiang.  According to Chongqing municipal officials, this policy will partially alleviate the difficult times Chongqing farmers currently face as a result of unprecedented drought conditions in their area.  (China Textile News, 09/13/06,WXP)

2006 Henan production cotton expected to reach 700,000 MT

According to the Agricultural Survey Team of Henan Statistics Bureau, the 2006 cotton production is expected to reach 700,000MT, based on the estimated increased planted area of 800,000HA and higher yields.  Yield for the 2006 crop is expected to range from 900 to 975KG/HA, as compared to the average 840KG/HA for 2005.  Favorable weather conditions also contributed to higher yields in 2006.  (China Textile News, 09/13/06,WXP) 

2006 Hebei cotton planted area estimated at 623,000HA

According to the Agricultural Survey Team of Hebei Statistics Bureau, the 2006 cotton planted area increased to 623,000HA, up 9 percent over 2005, while area for oilseed crops including peanut and rapeseed declined 3 and 12 percent, respectively.  Higher cotton prices for the 2005 crop drove farmers to switch from peanut and rapeseed farming to the more profitable cotton crop. (Grain and Oilseed Daily, 09/06/06,WXP)
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